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She never told her Love; 
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Smiling at Grief, 
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. CHAP. I. 
Some Account of the Autbor, &c. 


0 


ES 


S the following Sheets may ſerve to en- 


tertain, and are wrote with a Regard 
to Truth, the real Characters only conceal'd 


under feigned Names; and as the promoting 
Virtue and diſcouraging Vice ought to be 
the End and Deſign of every Author, Read- 
er, your Indulgence is claim d: For, in theſe 


Memoirs, you will find the Debauchee 
puniſh'd, the wanton detected, and, in ſpite 
of Art and Villainy, Love and Friendſhip 


triumphant. 1 bo 
— = 


.2 Love and FRIENDSHIP. 


Nor to detain you longer; I was born 
Heir to about Six Hundred Pounds per Ann. 
which was ſettled upon me by a Relation of 
my Mother's, before I ſaw the Light, and 
of which I was put in Poſſeſſion at the Age of 
Twenty-one. My Mother died before 1 was 
{ſix Years old; and my Father, being a man 
greatly given to his Pleaſures, leaving me at 
School, came to London, and lived publickly 
with a favourite Miſtreſs of his; by whom 
he had two Children, a Boy and a Girl. I 
mention them here, as they unexpectedly 
became known to me afterwards, and have 
a Share in the following Sheets. 

Ar School I became intimate with a young 
Gentleman of great Merit and Fortune, of 
the Name of Williams. We were inſepara- 

ble Companions ; and my Father having no 
Concern in my Fortune, which was under 
the Management of a Gentleman near where 
1 was at School, I was ſeldom favoured with 
his Sight or Notice. The Gentleman, who 
might be call'd my Guardian, had a Daugh- 
ter two Years younger than myſelf, very 
pretty; and it was commonly ſaid in the Fa- 
mily, we ſhould make a good Match. When 
Miſs grew about ten Tears old, ſhe was ſent 
to an eminent Boarding - School, where ſhe 
continued 'till ſhe was Sixteen. When ſhe 
return'd Home, Mr. Williams and I were up- 
on ſetting out for the Univerſity; and, as 
our Regard for each other continued, we 
were both entered of one College in Cum 
bridge. 'NoTw1TH- 
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| NoTwIiTHSTANDING what I had often 
heard, that my Guardian's Daughter and I 
ſhould make a good Match, I thought no- 
thing more of it, than as a Joke; and though 
I had no Diſlike to her, yet I felt nothing of 
Tenderneſs for her, and treated her only 
why the civil Reſrert her Character demand- 


Arrzn cabins: 70 Months in the Uni- 
verſity, Mr. Williams and I came back into 
the Country; and at my Guardian's I found 
a young Lady, as a Viſiter. She was of a 
good Family, but not opulent; her chief De- 
pendence being upon a rich old Bachelor, 
Who was her Uncle — Her Age about Se- 
venteen. She was tall, and very genteel; 
Date pertinently, and, with great Vivacity 
ad fine Eyes, very expreſſive and full 
of Fire; If ſhe; was not to be allow'd a re- 
gular Beauty, by the elegant Judges of 
Forms, 1 Was certainly an N 
capable of giving Pain, and ſeemed ſuſcep- 
tible of Fly i The little Loves danced 
in her Eyes, and ſported | in her auburn 
Ringlets. WR; 

CLARINDA, for by that Name I 
ſhall diſtinguiſh her, ſtruck me at firſt Sight. 
I-grew pleaſed with what ſhe ſaid, and with 
every Thing ſhe ſaid; and took more than 
common Care to endeavour not to diſpleaſe 
her. I was now near Nineteen, a Stranger 
to the Paſſion of Love; yet I felt a ſtrange 
Diſquietude, and was pleaſed. with it, and 
3115 B 2 indulged 
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indulged it. My Guardian's Daughter, 
young as ſhe was, obſerv'd it. She had taken 
into her Head I was deſign'd for her; and 
whether ſhe really had, or hogs herſelf at 


Liberty to imagine ſhe had, a Love for me, 


I am not to determine: But he nowelthed 
the Thought, and took Pains to make her- 


ſelf agreeable to me. But, alas! my Mind 
was prepoſſeſs d—Clarinda had engaged my 
Attention; and, I found ſoon, my Af. 
fection. Love ſoon taught me Cunning, and 
I ſaw it was neceſſary to be more upon the 
Reſerve to Clarinda, and a little more parti- 
cular to Miſs Lovemore, which was the Name 
of my Guardian: And my Conduct fo well 
ſucceeded, that it diſſipated the jealous Seeds, 
which otherwiſe might have SHE up to be | 


very troubleſome to me. 


As Mr. Lovemore was a very good Man, 
and very indulgent, he was pleaſed with his 
Daughter's Companion ; and, finding his 
Home was a more agreeable one to Clarinda 
than her own, he made her a very handſome 
Compliment, and deſired her to conſider 
herſelf as one of his Family. However, I 
neglected no Opportunity of expreſſing my 


Paſſion, in the moſt tender Manner, to Cla- 


rinda; and was happy, in finding her not 
averſe to liſten to it. She told me, ſhe ſaw 
many Difficulties—That ſhe knew the Re- 
gard Miſs Lovemore had for me, and would 
not be charg'd with dealing treacherouſly by 


her — That her own Fortune was depend- 


ent 


Love and FRIENDSHIP, 5 
ent upon the capricious Humour of an old 
Uncle; who, upon the ſlighteſt Fault, might 
eaſily be perſuaded to diſcard her from have- 
ing any Support from him—* Yet,” ſhe 
added, I know this, and am now guilty of 
„ a Fault in hearing you. I know I am do- 
« ing wrong, but you have an Art of pleaſe- 
„ ing, when you pleaſe; and I had rather 
„ hear Love from you, than any other—Let 
« that ſatisfy you.” . 
Tals was ſaying enough; and, as ſhe was 
not going away, I knew I could find Time 
enongh to preſs my Suit. We ſoon return'd 
to Cambridge; and, as I was fond of Books, my 
Love, inſtead of leſſening my Inclination for 
Study, quickened it. I had an Ambition to 
excel, and to add Knowledge and Merit to 
my Fortune, in which I was happily en- 
courag'd by Mr. Williams's Inclination agree- 
ing with mine ; which has been of that Ser- 
vice to him, that thoſe Hours, at that Age, 
which he gave to Books inſtead of Pleaſures, 
now bring him Honour and Reſpect from a 
whole County. | | 
I Mape him the Confident of my Love for 
Clarinda; and her engaging Charms prepoſ- 
ſelling every one in her Favour, He en- 
courag'd me to purſue it: And at Times, 
when I was at my Guardian's, I ſo ſucceſs- 
fully pleaded my Paſſion, that I raiſed one in 
her Breaſt equal to my own. This was not 
manag'd ſo ſecretly, but that Miſs Lovemore 
perceiv'd it; and as her Father, I found, had 
| 1 led 
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led her Inclinations towards me, often ſaying, 


It was a Match he well approv'd of, it was 
no Wonder ſhe gave way to a Paſſion, the 


was encourag'd to indulge. Her own Merit 


and Beauty claimed my Regard, and the 
great Care with which her Father had ma- 


nag d my Fortune demanded a Return. In 
Point of Prudence, I ought to have made my 
Addreſſes to her: But Love and Prudence 
ſeldom go Hand in Hand. She ſaw my 
Heart was Clarinda's; and, without having 
Recourſe to any little Arts to get rid of her 
Rival, let her Paſſion prey upon her till ſne 
grew very ill. 

I nap a fair Opportunity now of putting 
an End to all 'Sollicitation. I had no one to 
compel me to do what I did not chuſe; and, 


If I had honeſtly avowed my Paſſion for 


another, and given, as I -ought, the Prefer- 
ence to Clarinda, the Pride of Miſs Love- 
more might, in all Probability, have got the 
better of her Love; and 1 was no more to be 
blamed for loving another, than ſhe was for 
loving me: But I acted a contrary Part, and 
while I ſollicited C/arinda to make me happy, 
with a thouſand Proteſtations of Fidelity, 

J ſoothed Miſs Lovemore, and uſed every 
Means for her Recovery. This ſucceeded 


too well—Miſs Lovemore flattered herſelf /I 1 


loved her; and Clarinda, agitated with a 
Love as violent as my own, yielded to my 
preſſing Inſtances. Happy in our ſtolen 
Pleaſures, we had no Care, but to elude = 

| ye 
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Eye of Suſpicion ; and I reſolved, the Mo- 
ment I was at Age, to declare my Paſſion for, 
and be married to Clarinda. : 
Bor! knew not how to keep my Reſolu- 
tion, when I was preſſed. Clarinda's Uncle 
was taken ill, and he ſent for his Niece. She 
was ſcarce gone, when Mr. Lovemore offered 
me his Daughter. I forgot my Vows— 
my Promiſes—my own Happineſs—and, 
thinking Gratitude demanded my Con- 
ſent, I gave it. Every Thing was expediti- 
ouſly got ready ; and, without thinking as I 
ought upon the baſe Part I was acting, I was 
married. 

I Hap no Reaſon to diſlike my Wife—She 
had every good Qualification, and perfectly 
loved me yet I reflected I was not at Liber- 
ty to have done as I did. This occaſioned 
me to grow melancholy, which only awaken- 
ed the Tenderneſs of my Wife, more than 
her Reſentment. She had too much good 
Senſe, tho' I believe ſhe had perceived too 
much between Clarinda and me, to ſay one 
reflecting Word; but treated me with fo 
much Endearment, that I conſtrained myſelf 
to be agreeable to her. 

Mx. Williams was ſurprized at my Mar- 
riage; and, it was not without ſome Equivo- 


cation, I could clear myſelf to him. I had 
told him how much 5 Clarinda, and he 


expected I would havà had her, and only the 
Want of a becoming Reſolution hinder'd me. 
1 ſaw myſelf guilty of Perjury, and. the black- 
B 4 eſt 
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eſt Treachery; yet I had no one to blame, 

but myſelf. 3 
My Father had lived profuſely in Town, 
and was dead before 1 was aſked to marry ; 
and my Guardian had no other Power over 
me, than the Regard I ought to have paid 
to his Advice—yet precipitately, at the firſt 
Offer, I catched at his Daughter, as if ſhe 
had been the Object of my Wiſhes, and 
abandoned her who in Reality was. How- 


J ever, as my Wife was no Way to blame, I 
1 ſmothered my own Grief; and lived ſo con- 
2 tentedly with her, that every one eſteem'd 


us as a happy Couple—My Friend Williams 
married the moſt conſiderable Fortune in the 
Country, and was univerſally eſteemed. 

In the Midſt of this Scene, I received a 
Letter from Clarinda, full of ſincere Love 
and Tenderneſs, with an Account, That her 
| Uncle was dead, and had left her his whole 
| Fortune, and kindly inviting me to come to 
1 her; her whole Happineſs, as ſhe expreſſed 
it, depending upon my Honour. This was 
a a mortifying Stroke to me, and ſet my Con- 
duct before my Eyes in a very reproachable 
Light. I anſwered it as well as I could, not 
endeavouring to excuſe myſelf, but loading 
myſelf juſtly with all the Guilt I deſerved. 

My Father-in-Law died; and my Wife 
falling into a Decay, in about two Years af. 
ter, followed him. I had long before receiv- 
ed an Anſwer to mine from Clarinda— 
Where ſhe blamed herſelf, acquitted * | 

| ut 
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Hut aſſured me, She ſhould ever mourn 
her Crime, and withdraw from the World ; 

and that her utmoſt, Care ſhould be, to avoid 
ever ſeeing me: Adding, My Life, my 
5 Fortune, now are burthenſome to me! 
* — Credulous Fool! How could I ſuffer 
% myſelf to be perſuaded to believe you! 
« —You may triumph muſt ever mourn 
my Folly—Mourn your Inconſtancy, and 
„my own Credulity—lIt is juſt I puniſh my- 
“ ſelf, —I have taken a Reſolution to bid 
adieu to the Gaiety of the World, and am 
preparing to go where neither my Name 
“nor Infamy ſhall be known—Where your 
„ name, I hope, will never reach my Ears. 

„Cruel Sacrifice ! my Honour was offered 
« up to my..Love—lI tremble at the Re- 
« flection of my Guilt, and bid adieu to 
6 * Pleaſure, the World, and you, for ever. 


„ CL ARIN DA. 


ArrEk the Death of my Wife, I made ſe- 
veral fruitleſs Enqurries after Clarinda; and 
grew ſo melancholy that I could hear nothing 
of her, that I determined to quit the Country, 
where her Idea was ever before my Eyes, 
and hide myſelf in Town. Accordingly, I 
took: Lodgings in the City, determining to 
live as retired as poſſible. I enquired after 
none of my former Acquaintance, and eaſily 
avoided cultivating any new. I unluckily, 
indeed, frequented a Coffee-Houſe, whither 


B 5 a young 
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a young Gentleman came, who had lately 
had a very conſiderable Eſtate left him near 
mine in the Country. By him I was known, 
and by his repeated 'Sollicitation' was, by a 
Sort of engaging Compulſion, drawn into 
more extenſive 'Acquaintance.” 

Tux alſo, at Times, came nter Mr. 
Ned, a young Gentleman, whom I knew a 
little of at College, He was a very familiar 
Sort of a communicative Perſon ; but, as m- 
meeting him was now and then by Chance, 
] eaſily kept from any great Intimacy with 
him. He knew had been married, and im- 
puted my Melancholy to the Grief I indulged 
for the Death of my Wife, which Notion J 
took no Pains to undeceive him in. But! 
could not ſo well refuſe being acquainted with 
Mr. Heartly, which was the Name of the 
young Gentleman whoſe Eſtate lay near mine. 
He had often preſſed me to go to Dinner at 
Mr. Freeborn's, an eminent Merchant with 
whom he was Partner, and at laſt prevailed 
upon me. 

Ir was ſufficient to be his Friend, to re- 
ceive an hearty Engliſh Welcome. We fat 
down, Mr. Freeborn, his Wife and Daughter; 
Mr. Gayton, a diſtant Relation of Mrs. Free- 
born's, Heartly, and myſelf. Every Thing 
was elegant, and the Advantages of Trade 
very conſpicuous; the Manufactures of va- 
rious Parts of the World, in an ornamental 
Manner, giving an Air of Grandeur to the 
Room. = 
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In Mr. Freeborn were to be traced Honeſty 
and Generoſity; plain, yet coſtly, in his Dreſs: 
An open, engaging Aſpect expreſſed the In- 
tegrity of his Heart. In his Wife appeared 
Dignity to command Reſpect, while her Cour- 
teſy made her ſhew it: She was perfectly 
well bred. Miſs was tall, genteel, and ex- 
tremely agreeable; not very handſome, yet 
alluring : Spoke with good Senſe, and great 
Propriety; and ſeemed to have been educated, 
by her modeſt Deportment, in a different 
Taſte from the prevailing one. Mr. Gayton 
ſhewed all the Advantages of a modern Edu- 
cation in his Habit and Addreſs. He was 
too much of the French, to be taken for an 
Engliſhman ; and too little French, to paſs for 
a real Frenchman : Yet he did not want Senſe, 
and was bleſſed with great Vivacity, which 
very well became him; and, as Heartly told 
me fince, except his faſhionable Attachment 
to Dreſs and Gallantry, was eſteemed a Man 
of Honour. Heartly ſeemed to imitate his 
Maſter ; and, it appeared plainly to me, he 
ſtudied him to copy after. He had a cool 
Way of Judging, weighing every Thing with 
Candour : Warm in his Friendſhip, and from 
his Heart abhorred a lewd, or mean Action. 
He might truly be ſtiled a juſt, good Man. 
Ix was not difficult to perceive, that Miſs 
Was equally admir'd by Gayton and Heartly. 
My Friend I obſerv'd ro be more common- 
ly attentive to what ſhe ſaid, and to behave 
with a reſpectful Timidity, more than good 
Breeding 


12 Love and FRIENDSHIP. 
Breeding required ; while Gayton ſhewed 
himſelf off with great Spirit, and ſeemed 
confidently to demand her Approbation. He 
approved himſelf, and acted as if he expect- 
ed Miſs to approve him too; though, from 
her Behaviour, it did not appear to me, as if 
he had any Share of her Eſteem : However, 
my Obſervations were diverted by the come- 
ing of another young Lady, named Lamour. 
She was the very Counter-part of Gayton, nei- 
ther French nor Engliſh; talked a great deal, 
without meaning any Thing, and certainly 
thought herſelf the fineſt Girl in Being: And 
as to be at the Top of the Mode was her 
Taſte, no one ſo unfaſhionable as to be out 
of it could expect any Regard from her. 
Gayton was the ſtriking Figure in her Eye, 
and drew all the Attention, her Self-Love 
could ſpare, to himſelf. 

As I was in no Manner intereſted, I had 
Leiſure to make theſe few Obſervations, which 
appeared afterwards to be very juſtly found- 
ed The Beau and the Bell were ſoon inti- 
mate—But, as it was Time for me to retire, 
] took my Leave. | 


. CHAP. II. 
An Account of Mr. Gayton and Miß Lamour. 
Some private Diſcourſe with Mr. Freeborn. 

Hear of Mr. Williams, Sc. 


| HE next Morning Hearily and I met, 
and began to talk over the Occurrences 

of the Day before; and particularly I was 

g inquiſitive 
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inquiſitive concerning Miſs Lamour and Gay- 
ton. Miſs, I underſtood, was an Orphan, and 
lived with an old Maiden Aunt; who was as 


remarkable, notwithſtanding her grey Hairs, 


for keeping to the Pink of the Mode as her- 
ſelf —That Mr. Freeborn was her Guardian, 
which occaſioned her frequent Viſits to that 
Family: Yet,” ſaid Hearily, I by no 
«© Means approve her Ways, nor ſhould I 
& think her a fit Companion for a Daughter 
«© of my own; and though I believe her 
«© modeſt, yet I think it is more owing to 
& the Men, than her own Diſcretion, that ſhe 
& continues ſo. She has ſo ſtrong an Incli- 
& nation to be at all public Places, and upon 
« Parties of Pleaſure, that, if ſhe maintains 
& her Character and marries, fhe will be a 
«- very expenſive Wife; and is ſo ſunk in 
&« faſhionable Indolence, that ſhe is quite 
de ignorant of every Family Duty. She be- 
“ haves with that bold Aſſurance, as I cannot 
« approve of; and it is with Pleaſure I per- 
ce ceive Miſs Freeborn avoids going any where 
ce with her, as much as is in her Power.“ 

I ANSWER'D, I ſaw enough to convince 
me, he was greatly intereſted in Miſs Free- 
born's Behaviour, tho' he was not in Miſs La- 
mour s. He confeſs'd, he found ſomething 
ſo engaging in that young Lady, that he 
could perceive he had more than Eſteem for 
her: Tho' ſhe does not know it, nor have 
% J yet,“ he ſaid, declared any Paſſion ſor 
« her; Marriage is for Life, and I muſt be 

1 , « afſur'd 


24 Lover and FRIENDSHIP. 


> © affur'd her Conduct is the Effect of her 
good Senſe, and not in Obedience to the 
„% Will of her Parents, before ſhe ſhall. 
J have: Opportunities enough to ſay any 
« Thing to her; yet, tho' it is with ſome 
« Pain to myſelf, I ſhall ſtay ſome Time, 
4 before I expreſs my Mind to her. As to 
% young Gayton, you have ſeen him. He 
is rich, and has many good Qualities. I 
« believe he likes Miſs Freeborn, but he is 
4 ſo-engaged in Gallantry, that he thinks it 
« Time enough to get him a Wife. He 
4e waited-upon Miſs Lamour Home, and in- 
ce tends to viſit there often: And I am miſ- 
ce taken, if he does not find her for his 
« Turn, if he continues long among her 
« Followers. He is very inconſtant, and 
« capable to make one of her Diſpoſition 
« uneaſy.” | if 
_ .. WariLE we were upon this Subject Gayton 
came in, and accoſted us in an eaſy, familiar 
Manner Took two or three Billets out of his 
Pocket, read them careleſsly over, tore them 
to Pieces, drank his Chocolate, and went his 
Way; but not without letting me know, he 
ſhould rank me for the future among his Ac- 
quaintance. As it was likely I ſhould be 
often in his Way, 1 thanked him for the 
Honour, though I did not entertain that Opi- 
nion of him Mr. Heartly did: On the con- 
trary, I deemed him a Perſon who did every 
Thing with Deſign, and, in my own Mind, 
conceived a ſtrong Prejudice againſt him. 
b ts * | As 
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As I became, through Heartly's Means, 
very intimate at Mr. Freeborn's, I obſerved 
Gayton to be more than ordinary careful of 
his Dreſs. He was always very rich in his 
Cloaths when he appeared there, and 1 ſaw 
he dreſſed at Miſs Freeborn, as imagining a 
Perſon of her Age might be allur'd to regard 
him through his Finery; but as it ſeemed to 
have no Effect upon her Behaviour, as ſhe 
did not appear to be any Way particularly 
Pleaſed with his Company, I was eaſy as to 
her; eſpecially as ſhe was always ready to 
partake of any Diverſion where Heartly was 
to be preſent, and avoided, as much as poſ- 
fible, going any where with Gayton and Miſs 
Lamour. 

-1T nap dileovered be made frequent Viſits 
to Miſs Lamour, without any Regard to the 
Time of the Day, and that they were often 
Abroad together. Tone Day had an Oppor- 
tunity to take Notice to Miſs Freeborn, of the 
Intimacy between her two Friends“ 
„Friends!“ ſhe anſwered briſkly, «+ you 
« ſhould have ſaid: my Acquaintance ; for 1 
4 have not that Opinion of either of them, as 
& to rank them among my Friends. I think 
J know them both; yet I would have no 
& one, wheſe good Opinion I would merit, 
“ think 1 eſteem either of them.” This 
was a frank Declaration ; but we -were di- 
verted from the Subject, by the coming Home 
of her Father and Hearth. 
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66 Six, fſaid Mr. Freeborn, I always re- 


& gard Mr. Heartly's Friends, but I deſire I 
„ may ſtile you mine; and be as free in 
4 calling upon me, as you would upon him.“ 
Theſe ſort of Compliments over, Miſs intro- 
duced the Diſcourſe I had with her concerning 


Gaytonand Miſs Lamour—*< T have heard ſome- 
thing about them,” her Father anſwered; 

© but my Charge is almoſt over I would not 
« readily think her loſt, but her Conduct is 
«© blameable—I ſpoke to Mr. Gayton about 


„ her, but he made very ſlight of what I 
46 ſaid. Says Mrs. Freeborn, ** You have 


4 done your Part—you have made the moſt 
« of her Fortune; and, whatever may be 
& the Conſequence of her faſhionable Edu- 


cation, ſhe has only her Aunt to thank 


It was contrary to your Way of Judging — 
4 Tho' I am far from thinking any Harm of 


« her.” We were all of one Mind, though it 
was very ſoon we had ſufficient Reaſon to 


alter our Way of. thinking. 


Arren Dinner Miſs and her Mamma went | 
out, and Hearily was obliged to diſpatch ſome 
foreign Letters, ſo that Mr. Freeboru and I 
were left together when he ſaid, Sir, 
« I deſire your Secrecy and Opinion of what 
4 I am about, in Confidence, to ſay to you 

Al have only that Daughter you have 


- ſeen—When I {poke to Gayton about Miſs 


& Lamour, he anſwered, He thought nothing 
« about her; and, to convince me of his 


2 ſimcerity, aſked my Leave to viſit my 
os Daughter,” f 
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«© Daughter. I told him, it was too ſoon to 
e think of ſettling her, but he knew my 
«© Houſe was open to him. He is rich, yet 
„I cannot think it will do—I cannot obſerve 
„ ſhe any Way likes him; and, tho' I would 
& uſe my Authority to prevent her Marriage 
* againſt my Conſent, yet I would not compel 
©: her againſt her own.—But there is a Man 
„ have no objection againſt—I have had a 
« Mind to offer him my Alliance; but then 
& I thought again, if he liked her, he might 
& think himſelf ſure of my Conſent, if he 
« aſked it; and that has prevented me ſtill, 
as I ſhould be ſorry to have my Offer re- 
c fuſed Heartly is the Gentleman I would 
„ chuſe beyond all I know. —What do you 
„ think of your Friend? Is he any Way pre- 
“engaged in his Affection?“ 

To all which I replied, That I did not 
know Mr. Heartly to be any Way engaged 
— That I had heard him ſpeak much more 
in Praiſe of Miſs, than any one elſe; and, 
by what I obſerved in his Conduct, I did not 
think it likely that he would engage in any 
Courtſhip, without his Advice and Approba- 
tion That it was not impoſſible, that if he 
liked Miſs, he might chuſe to ſtay a little 
longer, as ſhe was ſo young That Gayton, 
however rich, was not a proper Huſband for 
her.— As to my Advice, it was to let the 
Matter reſt ; and, as Heartly was delicate in 
his Sentiments, he might be willing to think 
it would be agreeable to Miſs he ſhould apply 

| to 
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to him: And, as ſhe was improving every 
Day, it would 'not be long before he would 
be ſatisfied. 

To all which he aſſented; and again en- 
Joining me Secrecy, we parted : And, indeed, 
in a very lucky Moment for me; for I had } 
ſcarce got out of Doors, when I met an ac. 
quaintance, a Clergyman. He had ſome ' 
Time, through the Favour of my good Friend 
Mr. Williams, enjoyed a good Vicarage. 
From him learned, that Williams was almoſt 
. angry, at my not coming to him; that he 
had been in Town, and ſought me, in vain, 
ſorrowing ; that his own Income was above 
Two Hundred Pounds per Ann. that he had 
been every where to enquire after me, he 
could think of, and was obliged to go out of 
Town the next Day Well, well,” ſays 
I, „I will accompany you Part of the Way; 
and you ſhall have Letters to ſet all to 
— Rights, and ſee me ſooner again than you 
& are aware of.“ Accordingly, the next Day 
I went with him to Staines; and as it was af- 
ter Dinner before we ſet out, it was juſt Night 
when we came to our Inn, 


CHA P. UI. 
The Author accidentally makes two very great 
Diſcoveries. 
f FE were ſcarce got into a Room, before 


Y there came whirling into the Yard a 
Phaeton, and in it Gayzon and Miſs Lamour ; 
and. 
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and, to my great Surprize, attended by Mr. 
Reddy. I had no Intention to let them know 
Il was there, fo kept cloſe. I could not per- 
ſuade myſelf to believe Gayton had married 
f her, nor could I conceive how Reddy came 
into their Company, nor of what Uk he was 
to be in a criminal Correſpondence : How- 
ever, mere Accident let me into the whole 
Scheme; and proved to me, what I before 
thought, that Gayton did nothing without 
WIN I went to Bed, it was not long be- 
fore I heard them come running up Stairs, 
and wiſh each other good Night. Miſs, I 
found, was to lie next me; and the Cham- 
ber-Maid had no ſooner gone down, than 
'Gayton came ſoftly into her Room. He 0200 
her, How ſhe liked Reddy? She anſwe 

He was well enough“ Becauſe, ſays 
Gayton, '* you muſt marry him. © Marry 
„ him!” ſhe exclaimed; „I marry him! 
Mr. Gayton, what do you mean? Are theſe 
% your Vows and Promiſes! 1-marry that 
% Fellow! No, I aſſure you, you ſhall do 
me Juſtice—I have Friends ſhall compel 
« you to do me Juſtice—Marry him, in- 
„ deed!” „ My Dear,” he replied, © do 
not put yourſelf in a Paſhon—I fay 
again you muſt marry him We have 
ce play'd the Fool long enough; and, as I 
have a Regard for your Reputation, you 
„ muſt conſent,” I won't conſent— 
« I wont Tou are a Villain,” ſhe cried. 
| Come, 
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Come, my Dear,” he anſwered coolly, 
you muſt comply; you hall find me ſtill 
< the ſame.. I have aſked your Guardian's 
« Conſent to court his Daughter: He has 
© not deny'd me, and it is your Intereſt to 
* marry him —Conſider elſe what a Figure 
„you will make—The ſooner you are mar- 
6 ried, the better.“ 

Sur ſtood out a long while, but the Fear 
of being expoſed to the World's Cenſure pre- 
vailed—This, I thought, is a Diſcovery | 
andeed—Matters go ſwimmingly But the 
Secret is in very wrong Hands. 

As my Friend was to proceed on his Jour- 
ney early, we were out in the Morning be- 
fore thoſe, I did not want to ſee, were ſtir- 
ing. After riding a little Way with him, 1 
took my Leave of him, reſolving to go Home 
through Surry. The laſt Night's Adventure 
ſufficiently employed my Mind, and in what 
Manner I had beſt act took up my Thoughts. 
I was in no Apprehenſion of Mr. Gayton's 
carrying Miſs Frecborn; nor had I any Buſi- 
neſs to detect Miſs Lamour, nor hinder Mr. 
Reddy of a Wife: So at laſt I came to this 
Reſolution, to ſay nothing about it, unleſs 
ſomething unforeſeen ſhould compel me. 

Tais being ſettled, while I was viewing 
and enjoying the different beautiful Proſpects 
of the Country, at the End of a little Village, 
near Cobham, I met Clarinda, attended by a 
Servant-Maid. I was covered with Confu- 
lion, and unable to __ She knew _— 

© 
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She coloured She made Haſte from me; 
and, before I recovered myſelf, was gone, I 
knew not whither. I enquir'd in the Village, 
in vain—Two or three I ſaw, knew no- 
thing of her; all I could learn was, that ſome 
Strangers lodged at the Houſe near the 
Church. Thither I went—Aſked for her 
—was anſwered, No ſuch Perſon lodged 
there There were only Miſs Steddy, and 
her Maid. —Miſs Steddy? I knew no ſuch. 
Perſon—I was ſure I had ſeen Clarinda, 
and the Reflection of the. Injury I had done 
her covered me with Shame. I blamed my- 
ſelf for not ſpeaking to her—It was now in 
my Power to offer her ſome Sort of Atone- 
ment, and I could not find her—lI had her, 
and let her fooliſnly go again. | 
ALL my Enquiry being fruitleſs, I pro- 
ceeded much dejected to Town; and, being 
early in the Evening, went directly to Mr. 
Freeborn's, where I found only Heartiy and 
Miſs at Home; and was immediately in- 
formed, That Mr. Gayton had taken Miſs 
Lamour out for an Airing, and near Hammer- 
ſmith had the Misfortune to be over-turn'd ; 
that his Arm was broke, and Miſs was come 
Home greatly frighted and bruiſed, and gone 
very ill to Bed: But not a Word of being out 
all Night together; that, I perceived, was 
kept a Secret from this Family. 
As I imagined Mr. Fin in Conſe- 
quence of what he had ſaid, had, and intend- 
ed often to leave his Daughter and Heartly 
together, 
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together, I ſtaid but a ſhort Time. The 
next Day Heartly told me, he had paſſed his 
Evening very agreeably; that he admired 
her good Senſe, and fully perſuaded himſelf 
her Behaviour was entirely conformable to 
her own Judgment; and her own, without 
any ſtudied Art:_ And I am,” ſaid he, 
& charged by Miſs, to deſire you to be ſo 
& free as to adviſe her upon any Occaſion. 
& you may think neceſſary, and ſhe expects 
c jt from your Sincerity.” I anſwered, I: 
was oblig'd to her; but I thought ſhe had 
rather oblige him by following his Advice, 
tho' ſhe afle'd it of me: But I could ſee no- 
thing, in her preſent Conduct, that ſtood in 
Need of any Director. Well,” ſays he, 
] believe I ſhall ſoon ſpeak to her Father: 
ce do not think he will refuſe her to me, 
« he has always treated me with ſo partial a 
<« Preference.“ : a OT ns 
Tux coming in of Reddy prevented any 
Reply; who told me, in his familiar Way, 
of the unhappy Accident which had happen'd 
to a good Friend of his, and to one of the 
moſt accompliſh'd young Ladies in the World. 
% T was,” ſays he, but juſt introduc'd to- 
& her Acquaintance, and this unlucky Affair 
„ may prevent my ſeeing her this Fort- 
ci night am ſo unfortunate, to meet with 
„ fo many Diſappointments.” I aſked, How 
long he had known Mr. Gayton ? © Oh,” ſays 
he, © ſome Time; and, meeting him at this 
Coffee-Houſe the other Day, he proffered 
11 . (e me 


% agreeable to your Wiſhes, you will give 
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& me his Service; and carrying me to a 
& young Lady, recommended her to my 
« Notice for a Wife, and generouſly offered 
% me all the Aſſiſtance in his Power towards 
« farthering my Happineſs.” - 

I covLD not help ſmiling, to think how: 
artfully Gayton had baited for a Fool, and how 
readily the Fool ſnapped at the Bait. Well, 
„ Mr. Reddy, I hope,” I ſaid, if it happens 


% your Friends Leave to wiſh' you Joy; 
& though I can ſcarce believe one of fo gay a 
% Diſpoſition as Miſs Lamour will marry, un- 
« Jeſs to one as modiſh as herſelf.” Many 
% unexpected Things happen,” he anſwered. - 
It is very true,” ſaid Heartly, «© and that 
ce will be very unexpected: Though, Sir, 
„ you will have a modiſh Wife, with a very 
& genteel Fortune. It was thought, Mr. 
& Gayton intended her for himſelf—Their 
«© Taſtes are fo ſimilar.” No, I aſſure 
you, Sir, reply'd Reddy, I know Mr. 
« Gayton intends to addreſs himſelf to 
« a Merchant's Daughter —I forgot his 
Name.” alot ogy 
I oBsERV'd Heartly to redden, and turned 


the Diſcourſe. I could have at once diſſipated 


any Uneaſineſs this Account might give him; 
but I was enjoined Secrecy by Mr. Freeborn, 
and it was Time enough yet. However, all 
this Time my own Thougnts run on Clarinda, 
and I determined I would again go in Search 
of her. I had ſeen her, I was poſitive ; and 
1 I was 
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J was reſolved to find her—So taking my 


Leave of Heartly, and pretending Buſineſs in ; 


the Country, I ſet out that very Afternoon. 
Wu I was upon the Road, I had Leiſure 
to reflect upon the Folly of my Undertaking. 
I plainly ſaw, that, by her taking the Oppor- 
tunity of my Confuſion to get from me, ſhe 
had no Mind to renew any Acquaintance 


with me. Icould not conceive, but, at Times, 


| ſhe had made ſome Enquiry after me, and 
could be no Stranger to the Death of my 
Wife: That then ſhe might be married, 
and it was wrong in me to diſturb her again : 
Yet, upon the Whole, as I ſeldom gave up 
a Reſolution, I went on upon this Wild- 
Gooſe Chace. 
T cnoss as proper a Place as I could for 
my Reſidence, and as affiduouſly as I could 
begun my Search. Every little Village round 
was by me narrowly inſpected, all to no Pur- 
poſe—I could hear of no one, like whom I 
wanted; but Miſs Steddy, and ſhe was gone 

to Town. Clarinda's Maiden-Name was not 
Steday; and, if ſhe was married, it would not 
be Miſs. I had no Notion Clarinda was at 
Liberty to aſſume, where ſhe could not be 
known, what Name ſhe pleas'd : That never 
entered into my Head, ſo I paſled away a 
Fortnight fruitleſsly- | | 
Arx laſt I gave her over; my Pride ſug- 
eſting to me, if ſhe had no Mind to be 
0 0 I only indulg'd her Vanity by think- 
ing about her, and taking ſo much Ts 

| after 
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after her—and I inſtantly reſolved to pay Mr. 
Williams a ſudden Viſit. Thither, greatly 
out of Humour with myſelf, I went. My 
Arrival ſpread Joy through that Family. My 
good Friend and his Wife loaded me with 
Careſſes; and, in his Neighbourhood, I found 
ſeveral of my Cambridge Acquaintance, ſo that 
I paſſed my Time very agreeably. 

I was at one of my Friend's Houſes upon 
a ſporting Party, when, by a little Incident, 
I occaſion'd great Satisfaction. The Matter 
was this This Gentleman had a Siſter very 
handſome, and the Father had been in a 
Treaty for her ſometime privately with a 
neighbouring 'Squire, who happen'd to pay 
his Viſit; when I was there. He was an ex- 
traordinary Figure, of very ordinary Under- 
ſtanding, and, as if all Squires were by 
Charter obliged to make their Dogs their 
Companions, he brought two Favourites with 
him. 

Tux Occaſion of his Viſit was ſoon known, 
by the Father's peremptory Command to his 
Daughter, to look upon him as one he had 
made Choice of to be her Huſband. In vain 
my Friend and his Mother endeavoured to 
perſuade the old Gentleman from his Reſo- 
lution — It was preaching to the Wind — 
He was politive and paſlionate, and the Fa- 
mily in great Confuſion. Miſs had a young 
Lady with her, a diſtant Relation, upon a 
Viſit — Theſe, the Mother, and an old 
Aunt, were all in Tears in one Room, while 


C the 
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the Father and intended Son- in-Law were ca- 
rouſing in another. 

Tur Girls had played my Friend and I a 
little Trick the Night before, and we had 
meditated a Deſign to be even with them; 
accordingly we took this Opportunity, and, 
getting into their Chamber, drilled a ſmall 
Hole in the Jordan. It happen'd, the Squire 
was to ſtay there a Day or two, and their 
Chamber was deſign'd for him to lie in. As 
he had drank pretty plentifully, he had Oc- 
caſion pretty much for the Jordan. In the 
Morning we went and tapped at the Door, 
but could get no Anſwer, only heard Some- 
body ſnoring very much: However, we were 
ſoon told who lay there, and why; and we 
told what Prank we had intended them. 
Tears were ſoon turned in Laughter, and we 
were all upon the Titter. At laſt Miſs's 
Maid was ordered to call him to Breakfaſt, 
and to watch his coming out of his Room; 
and, if it happen'd as we expected, ſhe was 
to blow it among all the Servants. 

Tunis ſhe executed very well; and, find- 
ing the Room all afloat, put it round. to the 
no ſmall Merriment of the whole Family; ; 
every one of which knew it, but the Maſter. | 
The Squire eat his Breakfaſt in great 
Confuſion, rightly imagining our Mirth was 
at his Expence; and the loud Laughs he 
heard in the Kitchen convinced him he was 
become the Jeſt of all. In ſhort, he took a | 
French Leave; for, getting to the Stable, he 


got | 
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got his Horſe, whiſtled for his Dogs, and 
made off, and was never to be perſwaded to 
return to renew his Addreſſes in that Family. 
Thus: happily and unexpectedly, what was 
intended as a Joke among ourſelves prevent- 


| | ed a fine young Lady being ſacrificed to an 


Hog-Trough. But it was Time for me 
to xeturn to London, which [ did accord- 
ine! Ye | o 1 
0 H A 5 W. 
The Author -meets again with Clari ad: And 
ether Matters of nn 


N my Way to London, my Mind run 
ſtrongly on going to Windſor. I had been 
often there, ſo it was not Curioſity, but ſome 
ſeeret Impulſe forced me thither : And the 
Morning after I came there, rambling about 
the Park, at the Bottom of Queen Elizabeth's 
Walk, I found Clarinda, reading upon a 
Bench. S0, Madam, I ſaid, I owe 
„that to mere Chance now, my Induſtry 
could not obtain elſe- where.“ She feemed 
greatly confuſed; and anſwered, Had ſhe 


expected to be found there, ſhe would have 


diſappointed me, and taken other Meaſures. 
„1 know very well the Pains,” continued 
ſne, you have taken to find me, but it was 
„not my Intention you ſhould.” I was de- 
4 termined never to be in your Company 
„more — My Peace of Mind is loſt — I 
g ans ſuffered — by you: And if you 


have 


28 Lovtund FrienDemiry. 
“ have any Regard for me, or would have | 
me preſerve any for you, permit me to go 
% about my Buſineſs, and trouble me no 
& more.” I replied, My dear Clarinda, 
c“ the Pains T have taken after you ſufft⸗ 
„ ciently ſhew my Regard for you. The | 
Reflection of my own Injuſtice to you once, 
4 and the pleaſing Thought of having it in 
< my Power to make you ſome Atonement; 
cc occaſioned my Search—Tho' I owe my pre- 
& ſent good. Fortune: only to Chance.“ 
&. Make me Atonement!' ſhe anſwered, 
ſcornfully; * do it then, by obeying me 
« Follow me not, I charge you:“ And, riſe- 
ing from her er walked away haſtily F 
the Lodge. | 
I THovenr it beſt o let her have her 
. Way, and, as I had diſcovered her Abode, 1 
ſhould find Opportunity enough to open my 
1 more to her; not in the leaſt doubt- 
g but I ſhould be able to re-kindle her 

b — Paſſion for me, notwithſtanding her 
preſent Reſentment: Accordingly, I walked 
back to Vindſor, and amuſed en there 
the reſt of the Day. 2 

Tus next Morning I went into the Park 
again, but waited two Hours in vain for a 
Sight of her: At laſt IT went'/to the Lodge, 
and found all cloſe ſhut up there; when, 

ceiving a Gardener croſs the Yard, Len- 
quired of him concerning her, and fully de- 
ſcribed her to him. He aſſured me he knew 


no ſuch Perſon, nor was n one in that 


N 
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5 but a Maid- Servant to take care of 
“But, Sir, ſays he, © Yeſterday Morn- 
* ing a pretty Gentlewoman begged me to 
let her through; for ſhe had been, ſhe 
< ſaid, inſulted in the Park, and ſhe would 
« not venture there again one while; which 
864 I accordingly did, but whither ſhe went I 
„% know not. 
So then, I thought, he "SA given me the 
Slip once more, and I muſt e'en go back as 


wiſe as I came: Yet, as I had told her it was 
in my Power to make her ſome Atonement, 
1 could not account for her Behaviour. I 


knew the Goodneſs of her Diſpoſition but 
then my Fride informed me, Money might 
alter her; and, as it was in her Power to vex 


me, ſhe had taken the Reſolution to do it: 


So I gave her over and went for London, re- 
ſolving within myſelf, Never to trouble my 
Henn about her more. 

Wu I came to Town, I. found Things 
much as I had left them; only Mrs. Freeborn 
and an Aunt of Heartly's were dead, and he 


had received a great Addition to his F ortune. 
Gayton and Miſs Lamour were perfectly reco- 
vered, and ſhe was more than ordinarily gay. 


Mr. Reddy was very aſſiduous in his Addreſſes 
to her, which ſhe received with the utmoſt 
Contempt, and played him off with great 
Freedom; which he bore with great Reſigna- 
tion, as he had really. conceived a violent 
Paſſion for her. I ſaw her often at Mr. Free- 
hore 5, and found, that, Fong Mr. Reddy's 

C4 Means, 
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Means, ſhe and Gayton knew my Story. She 
rallied me much upon my Conſtancy ; yet I 
could not tell why, tho' I knew the bad hy- 
pocritical Life ſhe led, I found myſelf inter- 
eſted in her doing well. was affured ſhe 
was not capable of inſpiring any Paſſion in 
me for her, even a criminal one: But then I 
1 a Regard for her, I could not account 
or 
From Mr. Freeborn 1 learned, that ſince 
Mr. Heartly had received ſo great a Wind- 
fall, he had reſolved not to offer him' his 


| Daughter ; ; but had given Mr, Gayton his 


Conſent to make his Addreſſes to her, though 


he had told him, (ſhe ſhould never be dif- 


poſed of without her free Conſent. Sala 
[ couLp not perceive any Alteration in 
Heartly s Paſſion ; and, indeed, he one Day 
told me, he wiſkied' by had not- deferred 
long ings Sp Mr. Freeborn's Conſent ; But 
cc ow, >, I cannot bear itt—lt 
ec would look as 25 I commanded it—Gayton 


<« is my Rival--I do not think Miſs likes 
„ him; but J muſt be ſure ſhe likes me, elſe 
I ſhall be ſtin filent. 


1 Took the Liberty to tell him, That J 


thought him very whimſical, to make Diffi- 


culties where there were none; nor could 1 
conceive in what Manner he expected Miſs 


to act—But he would have his own Way. 
Miſs and I were very intimate, and I diſco- 
'vered fo many good Qualities in her, that J 
was forry I was the Confident of ' Hearthy's 


Paſfion. 
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Paſſion. I believe, had I been ignorant of 
that, I ſhould have endeavoured to recom- 
mend myſelf; and eſpecially, when I was fo 
nettled at Clarinda's Inſolence, as I termed it 
in my own Thoughts—Yet it was viſible 
Miſs was uneaſy, and I one Day was free 
enough to aſk her the Cauſe; telling her, it 
was by her own Deſire, that I might offer her 
my Advice. She readily anſwered, She was 
forry her Papa had given Gayton Leave to 
viſit her, upon the Terms he had; Be- 
% cauſe,” ſays ſhe, „ I am obliged to give 
% him more of my Company than I chuſe, 
&« and to go more Abroad with him than 
„ ſuits my Inclination.” * Begging your 
«© Pardon then, Miſs,” I anſwered, that 
c does not ſeem a ſufficient Reaſon to me, 
« to make you uneaſy.” * Well then,” 
ſhe replied, + Mr. Heartly treats me in a 
“ more reſerved Manner than he uſed, and 
J am not conſcious of having done any 
« Thing to deſerve it—I would prefer his 
« Efteem to that of any Perſon's upon 
„ Earth.” EEE 

I ToLD her, I thought that was only owing 
to his good Breeding, as I was confident he 
had the greateſt Regard for her Merit. Miſs 
Lamour came running in, and ſaid; “ Well, 
& well, now I have found out your Lodging, 
I] am determined to come and viſit you. 
& [ have been ſo peſtered this Hour with a 
« whining Story of Love—Some Men make 
„Love very oddly—And then the Wretch 


C4 5 ſeems 
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« ſeems ſo much in Earneſt, and vows ſo 
** much Conſtancy, that, if I was to have 
him, I muſt tie him to my Apron-String. 
„ Lard! to have one's Huſband always with 
© one!—It is fo unfaſhionable—If ever I 
< have him, it will be becauſe I cannot en- 
« dure him.” | 

Miss Freebern ſaid, She thought he cave 
an unaccountable Reaſon : Adding, But, 
as I am acquainted with you, I do not 
mind all you are pleaſed to ſay I dare 
% fay 3 not have us believe you al- 
& ways.” *© That is very true, ſhe an- 
ſwered; ** but come, tell me how you like 
„ Gayton ''? That I will, when I know 
* myſelf,” replied Miſs Freeborn ; ;.' 4 malt if 
„ requires a good deal of Thought, to tell 
« you my Sentiments upon that Subject.“ 

As to myſelf, I ſaid little; not being able 
to account for her extraordinary Gaiety, any 
more than I could for her uſing Reddy ſo ill, 
whom ſhe had agreed to marry. I had but 
one Way to reſolve myſelf, and that was by 
concluding, her Fright, when ſhe was over- 
thrown in the Phaeton, had occaſioned her 
to miſcarry : Then, as there was no imme- 
diate Uſe to be made of him, ſhe could play 
with him as ſhe pleaſed. 

Miss Lamour could not ſtay, and inſiſted 
upon my ſeeing her Home Jou viſit here 
« conſtantly,” ſays ſhe, and never have 
& had the Manners to come to ſee me. I 
had my Reaſons for complying with her Re- 

queſt, 
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queſt, : ſo ſuffered myſelf to be prevailed on; 
tho? I almoſt repented it, for her-modiſh 
Dreſs drew the Eyes of every one upon us, 
and expoſed her to ſome low Jeſts from the 
Vulgar : But ſhe took no Notice, only ſaying, 
« Come. along, come Jong; never mind 
« them.“ 

Ar laſt we reached; the Habitation, which 
was in a little neat Court; and I was intro- 
duced to the Maiden-Aunt, who had had the 
bringing-up of Miſs, and under whoſe. im- 
mediate Inſpection ſhe had gained her moſt 
accompliſh'd Endowments. She ſeemed near 
Fifty; but excuſe me, Reader, had more the 
Appearance of an old Miſtreſs, than an old 
Maid. When ſhe knew me to be Mr. 
A——, ſhe was very, inquiſitive after my 
Family; „ which I found ſhe had known 
very well, as ſhe did every Body at the 
Court - End of the Town, with all their 
publick and private Hiſtory. She was very 
latirical; and, could I have brought myſelf 
to have had any great Opinion of her Vera- 
city, I muſt have entertain'd a moſt ſcanda- 
Jous Notion of ſeveral Perſons of great Repu- 
tation. She ſeerned not over cautious in her 
own Behaviour, and both ſhe and Miſs made 
ſo free with the Bottle, that after that Time 
I often conſidered Miſs as a little forward. 

, I yrowMISED to call another Time, and 
went to find out Heartly, being almoſt in for 
it myſelf. I found him alone, and he had 
been informed by Miſs Freebory where I had 


C5 dined, 
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dined. We were both of Opinion, that the 
Aunt was not a Maiden one. I ingenuouſly 
told him the Concern Miſs Freeborn was in 
upon his Account I know it,” he ſaid : 
« As we dined alone, I behaved with more 
« Openneſs than J have lately done; which, 
ina very obliging Manner, ſhe let me know 
ce ſhe obſerved, and was pleaſed with; and 
© we are almoſt come to an Eclaireiſſment. 
This was very agreeable to me, and baniſh- 
ed every Thought of her from my Breaſt—A 
Man of real Honour is the proper Huſband 
for a Woman of real Worth. 

Upon Enquiry after Mr. Freeborn, * He 
« and Miſs,” faid he, © are gone to viſit 
&« Miſs Sedo, a young Lady whoſe Fortune 
« is under our Management; and, as he 
« had ſome Accounts to ſettle with her, be 
<« has taken Miſs with him. 1 have never 
e ſeen her, but he gives her the Character 
4 of a very reſerved, prudent Perſon, and 
« always takes upon him to ſettle with her 
« himſelf.” 

nx then aſk'd me, If I would take a Ride 
with him to ſee his Mother and Siſter ? Say- 
ing, it was ſome Time ſince he had ſeen 
them, occaſioned by ſettling his own Affairs; 
but, if I would go with him, he would be 
obliged to me—That they had lived very re- 
tired, but he propoſed now to remove them 
into the Country to his own Houſe. | 
ws WHILE we were thus chatting, Mr. and 
Wh Miſs Freeborn came Home ' So, Sir,” ra 
1 | 5 ©, 
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he, I have been with a Lady, one Miſs 
ce Steddy, who ſeems to know you. It ſome- 
« how happen'd, your Name was dropped 
« jn Converſation, and ſhe catched at it; 
« and, by what I can find, you and ſhe 
ec have been acquainted,” ++< Indeed, Sir, 
I anſwered, ** I know no one of the Name; 
ce tho' it may be poſſible ſhe may have heard 
« of me, by ſome ſuch Means as Mr. Gayton 
+ has—There are more Mr. Reddy's in the 
& World than one.“ Well,” ſaid Miſs, 
„ ſhe ſpeaks in ſuch handſome; Terms of 
C you, as appear to be from her own Know- 
6 ledge.” I am obliged to the Lady, 
&« Miſs,” I replied, © but I really never 
6 knew one of the Name I am not forget- 
% ful,” She is now going into the Coun- 
« try,“ ſaid Mr. Freeborn, for a ſhort Time; 
after which ſhe promiſes to pay my Daugh- 
cc ter a Viſit, and ſo far it is more than pro- 
& bable you will ſee her.” This Evening 
was greatly to my Satisfaction; every Body 
ſeemed pleas d, and particularly Heartly, who 
ſeemed to take great Pleaſure in conſtantly 
addreſſing himſelf to Miſs Freeborn, and it 
was late before I got Home. 

In the Morning I was ſurprized, 1 I 
was well up, with a Viſit from Miſs Lamour 
Indeed ſhe came — Crying — ** I am as 
„good as my Word, you ſee — Well, I 
could almoſt like you myſelf; but you are 
« ſo grave—l dare ſay Jou carry this Pic- 
ture to Bed with you“ (catching up the 

K Picture 
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Picture of my Wife, which hung at my 
Bed's Head) It is very handſome I do 

not think myſelf Half fo handſome—.” 
You are partial, Miſs,” I anſwered, to 
« yourſelf; I dare ſay Gayton thinks you 


4 


handſomer a thouſand Times, and Reddy 


believes you more than an Angel.” “ Oh 
Lard !”” ſhe reply'd, laughing, I can 
tell you ſomething—After you was gone 
* Yeſterday, Reddy came, and preſſed me 
„to take a Walk with him—So away we 
% went—and a Fellow ſays to him, Sir, 
% what does that French Miſs coft you a Week ? 
Reddy ſtruck him; and the Fellow has fo 
«© well maul'd him, that he will not be able 
to ſtir this Week—I could kill myſelf 
* with Laughing Good Bye tho', I pro- 
«© miſed to call upon Gayton this Morning 
« J will call again one Morning or another. 
Lou know the Way to our Houſe now 
* come as often as you can''—and away ſhe 
flung. M8 
So, thought I, if I had reſented all was 
ſaid to her, I might have been ſerved as Red- 
dy was, and as well laughed at. However, 
I reſolved to viſit him, and found him in- 
deed pretty handſomely beaten ; and ſcheme- 
ing in what Manner to find out the Fellow, 
and puniſh him I beſtowed my Pity upon 
him, and went to Gayton's, where, I believe, 
I was unwelcome; that Morning having 
been, or I am greatly miſtaken, an Appoint- 
ment, From thence we all went to Mr. 
bn, Preeborn's ; 
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Freeborn's; and, Heartly being gone out, I 
left them, and went after him to the Coffee- 
Houſe “ After you left us laſt Night, 
ſays he, „I was informed, That Mr. Free- 
« born thinks you and Miſs Steddy would 
& make a good Match What do you ſay 


„to it?“ „J can ſay nothing to it,“ I an- 


ſwered; © I have not ſeen the Lady — 


- if Though 1 have no Intention to engage 


«© myſelf again.” © You may gueſs who 
% informed me,“ he reply d, and ſhe is 
& mightily for it. But I exper you will go 
cc with me To- morrow; I will call you at 
« Eight, if I ſhould not fee you before.” 

I ToLD him I had engaged. myſelf for the 
reſt of the Day, but I would be ready to his 


Time. I had a Mind for a ſmall Country 


Excurſion, and went, as J had propoſed, to 
Hampſtead ; where, in the Afternoon, came 
Gayton and a Woman of the Town, young 
and pretty. We drank a Flaſk of Claret to- 
gether, and I left them there; and, the 
next Morning, Heartiy and I ſet out. 


CHAN W | 
The Author's Viſit to Heartly's Mother. Her 
Story—And ſundry other Matters. 


E:went the ſame Road I did on my 
Search for  Clarinda, came to the 


ſme Village, and ſtopped at the very Houle, 
by the Church, I had enquir'd at. Only 
| Mrs, Heartly was at Home, her Daughter 
being 
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being gone out for the Day. She received 
her Son very tenderly. Heartiy informed 
Her, ſhe was ſoon to remove, and whither; 
6 Aye,” ſays ſne, many a good Month 
„ have I paſſed in that Houſe, but never 
then thought it would be my Son's. My 
„ Dear,” added ſhe, © I have taken a 
% young Lady and her Maid to board with 
* me; but they are, for a few Days, in 
London. She is acquainted with Mr. Free- 
born — Her Name is Steddy.” He anſwer- 
ed, „She is a very deſerving young Lady, 
% and will be an agreeable Companion for 
„ my Siſter. He then aſked, If Mr. Fain- 
all continued . his Viſits ? She replied, She 
believed that Aﬀair was all off, at which he 

was well pleas d. | 
Ir was my turn to we gl a Number of 
Queſtions, and I gave her a full Hiſtory of 
what had happen'd in the Country while I 
knew it, and concluded I had a Right then 
to aſk ſome in my Turn. She very rea- 
dily gave me the following Account. — “ My 
% Father, who died in very good Circum- 
ce ſtances, left only two Children, my Bro- 
<« ther Heartly and myſelf. To him he left 
< moſt of what he had, to me only One 
« Thouſand Pounds; but ſtrongly, on his 
% Death-Bed, recommended to my Brother 
«© a farther Proviſion for me, as his Endea- 
vours in Trade ſucceeded. We had very 
mow Relations 3 ; fo that, though my Bro- 
& ther's- 
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4 ther's Houſe was my Home, I was {ek 
« dom there. - 

«© My Brother grew very rich, more though 
„ by good Legacies, than any great Succeſs 
« he had in Buſineſs. I had many good 


„ Offers; as being the only Siſter to ſo 


« thriving a Man, and myſelf eſteemed, at 
« that Time of Life, very handſome. Some 
« of my Suitors were greatly advanced in 
« Years from myſelf; thoſe my Brother, for 
« his own Intereſt I can only ſuppoſe, fa- 
“ voured moſt But my Conſent was ſtill 
« deny'd to all his Recommendations. I 
& had indeed, in my Mind, fixed my Eſteem 


„ upon a diſtant Relation of the Family, 
e who lived with him as Clerk, and was of 


the ſame Name; though I had Prudence 
C enough not to let him perceive it, hoping 
« on ſtill that my Brother would provide 


<« farther for him, that it might not appear 


« a Meanneſs in me to give him my Hand. 

% But Love ſhowed through my Pride; and 
«c he, finding I refuſed every Offer made to 
« me, offered me himſelf, in a Manner that 
« would have diſarm'd my Anger, even if 
J had not been prejudic'd in his Favour: 
„ However, he preſs'd ſtill his Courtſhip, 
« and I ſurrender'd to his Merit. He was 


„ then, what my Son is now; and ev 


« Virtue he has was the Quality of Ki: Fa- 

« mer! 

1266 oe Marriage boch diſcovered itſelf, and 

« my Brother, far from promoting 4 Huſ- 
«© band's 
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4 band's: Intereſt, diſmiſſed. him. Indeed 
« he was fo juſt, as to a Tittle to fulfil my 
c Father's Will, and paid him the Thou- 
« ſand Pounds. Had my Brother ſtopped 
here, he had done me no material Preju- 
£ dice; but he gave out, that he never in- 
1 tended to marry, and only wiſhed to have 
< ſeen me ſettled to his Mind, that my 
Children might have enjoyed his Labours. 
4 Believe him, who will; I did not: Yet it 
% debarred a good. while my Huſband's 8 
“getting another Clerkſhip. 

1 now had two Children, and let me 
« do my Huſband the Juſtice to own, he 
ce would never conſent to break into the 
-« Principal of my Money, but we content- 

t ed ourſelves to make the. Intereſt ſupport 

m us. My Brother prevented many, of my 
% Relations even from ſeeing mes till an 
c, old Gentlewoman in the Country, who 
% was pretty rich, and a Relation of my 

< Huſband's, hearing of my. Brother's Be- 
4 Baviour, ſaid, She thought Mr, Heartly 
6. gave himſelf. great Airs; his Siſter had 
266 married as good as himſelf, though, Bat ſo 
.<. rich. This being told my Brother, he 
4 waited on her, and made his own us 
4 ble Tale good; aſſuring her, at the ſame 
mn Time, he would take Care to provide for 
-« my Children, and my Fortune was ſuffi- 
£ cient for me and my Huſband—That he 
4 had intended great Things for him; but 
« it would be encouraging young atone 
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of no Fortune to inſinuate themſelves in- 
to Families, to the great Uneaſineſs and 


Diſtreſs of many, if he ſhould counte- 


nance him, after what he had done. 
Tuts prevented her good Intention to- 


wards us; and, at her Death, ſhe left him 


a very large Legacy, only charging him 
to remember his Promiſe—But by this 
Time he had married himſelf, and a very 
conſiderable Fortune his Wife brought 
him. She was really a good Woman; 
and, through her Influence, more than 
the Remembrance of his Promiſe, he took 
my Son from me, and provided for him, 
as you have heard. He and my dear 
Huſband died much at a Time. He left 


only one Daughter; and, at his Death, 


left my Son, what he never expected he 
would enjoy. 


Bur moſt People thought, that even 


ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
6c 
cc 
6c 
»- 
cc 
00 
ce 
00 


that diſtant Fortune was put in his View 
more to prevent his Wife's \ marrying 
again, than out of good Will to his Ne- 
phew. He wanted to keep them depend- 
ent even after his Death : However, Mrs. 


Heartly was very good to me, and my 


dear Niece never failed putting her Mo- 
ther conſtantly in Mind of me. I uſed 
often to be at the Houſe, my Son now 
tells me I am to go to again; but never 
ſaw my Siſter- in Law, ſince her ſecond 
Marriage: And, indeed, my Son's good 
Behaviour * him into — 
| & wit 
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with Mr. Freeborn, I have conſtantly ſince 
* refided here.” 
Ix the Evening we return'd Home, Heart- 
ly having deſired his Mother to come to 
Town as ſoon as ſhe could, that ſhe might 
go into the Country and put all Things in 
Order, before ſhe removed for good. 
Wi continued the ſame Round—Gayton 
continu'd his Viſits, but Heartly was the Fa- 
vourite with Miſs Freeborn But, ſudden- 
ly, Gayton had urgent Buſineſs in the Coun- 
try, and we all obſerved Miſs Lamour to be 
very much altered. She ſeemed very grave, 
and very ill: When it ſtruck into my Mind, 
that Gayton had given her a Proof of his In- 
conſtancy, and, as I really was ſomehow in- 
tereſted in her Favour, I pity'd her; but 
was at a Loſs how I could ſerve her, in ſuch 
a critical Aﬀair, without diſcovering to her 
F was ſenfible what ailed her. However I 
perſuaded her, that her great Spirits were 
more than her Conſtitution could ſupport ; 
and, if ſhe did not take Care, ſhe would get 
into a Conſumption —That if ſhe pleaſed, I 
would preſcribe for her without Fee or Re- 
ward, upon Condition ſhe would confine her- 
ſelf a little; but that I expected ſhe would 
ſtrictly follow my Directions, for I had ſtu- 
died a little Phyſick, and I would not will- 
ingly loſe my firft Patient, thro' Neglect. 
Tris was ſaid very ſeriouſly; and as ſhe 
knew ſhe was bad, though ignorant, I 
believe, of what was the Diſorder, and Miſs 
Freeborn 
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Freeborn ſaying, if I was to order any Thing 
for her, ſhe had ſo good an Opinion of my 
Judgment ſhe would take it, ſhe conſented, 
and promiſed to do what I requir'd of her; 
upon which I promiſed to wait on her in the 
Evening. R | 
I concLvupep, Gayton was gone out of 
Town, leſt by any Means his Diſorder ſhould 
be diſcovered, which he knew would at once 
put an End to his Viſits at Mr. Freeborn's: 
Accordingly, I went to an eminent Gentle- 
man of the Faculty, and acquainting him 
with the Truth, - he made up ſomething, 
which he faid was pleaſant to take, and T 
waited upon Miſs Lamour, according to my 

Promiſe. ' Thus we proceeded” for about a 
Week, or ten Days; when I told her, I 
would carry her to a Gentleman of my Ac- 
quaintance, with whom I often conſulted, 
and ſhe ſhould have his Advice as well as 
mine. She readily came into any Thing ; 
and, he being. appriz'd of it, I introduced 
her to him, and left him to aſk her ſuch 
Queftions, in his Way, as I did not think 
proper for me to do. He came, and faid to 
me, Sir, you have, I think, proceeded 
& very well hitherto; I believe Miſs will 
“ ſoon be well—her Lungs are very ſafe:“ 
And accordingly, with his Preſcription, in a 
little Time ſhe recovered her Complexion, and 
became as gay as uſual, without any one 
ſuſpecting the Matter. 

As to Gayton, I was afterwards — 
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he had never the Generoſity to acquaint her, 
or take any Care for her well-doing ; but, up- 
on his Return to Town, finding her well, 
concluded it beſt to aſk her no Queſtions, 
imagining ſhe had luckily eſcaped. 

Iv my Attendance upon my Patient, 1 
every Day more and more diſliked her 
Aunt; and my Antipathy to her I could no 
more account for, than I could for my par- 


tial good Will to her Niece. All this Time 


Ready was very uneaſy, and conſtantly paid his 


Reſpects to her, tho' ſhe gave him no Manner 


of Encouragement; but, on the contrary, 
Was eh. making a Dupe of Joh in 
not but perceive it, was ſo. blind to * ima- 
ginary Charms, t he cul. not e her 
Uſage. _ 
| HEARTLY's Mother e came 92 Ak 
and they went together into the Country, I 
begging to be excuſed ;. ſo was every Day at 
Mr. Freeborn's, where Miſs ſeemed happy 
in her Conqueſt, fand made. no Scruple of 
letting me know. how much ſhe valu'd my 
Friend. Gayton perceived he had no Chance 
againſt Heartly ; but, as the Father had not 
yet been ſpoke to by Heartly, he had not 
told him his Daughter was engaged, tho' it 
was plain he perceived the Courtſhip, and 
deſired it. xy] 

Ms. Freeborn was continually Cd, 
ing Miſs Steddy to me; and one Day, ſaying, 


he muſt ſend to her, I offered to go; telling 


him, 


LOVE and FRIENDSHIP. 43 
him, I could give him no proper Anſwer to 
his Recommendation, till I had ſeen her, 
and then I would ingenuouſly ſpeak the 
Truth to him. Dear Papa, . ſays Miſs, 
« let Mr. 4—— go. It is impoſſible for him 
c to ſee her, and not like her - Upon 
which it was agreed, and, r a Letter for 
her, away I rode. 

SHE perceiv'd me coming to is Houle,” 
and imagined 1 had diſeovered her; for, 
Reader, Miſs Steddy was in Reality the Per- 
ſon 1 looked. for. She was the Clarinda I 
ſearched after, tho' I did not know it then. 
She perſwaded Miſs Heartly to paſs for her. 
Accordingly, upon my aſking for Miſs Heart- 
and Mliſs Steday; IL was anſwered,” * Miſs 
1 Heart, is r- but, _ ror Name Is 
« Steddy. SIS 

I Gave her Mr. Freeborw 8 Letter, viewed 
her very narrowly, and could ſee nothing in 
her that could occaſion me to like her at 
Siglt. Shé wirchdrew to read the Letter, 
and write an Anfwer; which, when I had 
got, as Miſs Heart was' not at Home, 1 
could not be prevailed upon to ſtay. She 
was well enough; that is, ſhe was no Way. 
deformed, but ſhe had no re a 6g for 
me 20 324 9vigu199 ibs DUION HEB 211 
Ar my Return, I could not help expreſſ- 

ing to "Miſs Frerborn, how) much I thought 
fhe wronged her Judgment; ; that [ thought 
Miſs Szeddy really ordinary——* Oh fye,” 
6; "Re cried, do not ſay ſo; it muſt be a 
1405 Miſtake.“ 


“ Miſtake.” Your Papa, Miſs,” I replied, 
ce will know by the Anſwer I have brought, 
«whether I have been with her or no:” And 
when he came in, and had heard my Opinion, 
he perſiſted on his Daughter's Side; But, 
ſays he, wie do not all ſee alike—This Let 
ce ter is from her Well then, it muſt go no- 
<« farther ; but I thought I was doing you a 
Piece of Service.“ 
| "HEARTLY and his Mother coming. 
Home that Evening, Miſs Szeddy was brought 
up again. She was againſt me, and joined 
in the Encomiums that were beſtowed upon 
her. Well,” ſays Heartly, when I go 
% Home with you, Madam, I ſhall ſee her, 
J hope, and then I will give my. Opinion: 2 
< But my Friend has been ſo happy in his 
« firſt Engagement, that it will now be a 
« difficult Matter to perſwade him any one 
ei ig beautiful.” There is ſome Truth in 
ec that,” I replied ; but I have ſeen thoſe 
e could paſs the Reſt of my Life with very 
« agreeably, and I am always ready to praiſe 
4 according to my Judgment.“ «I can ſay. 
6 1 ie to It till 1 __ her,” anſwered 
Hearth. 2-857 - (Forman 

Tux next Morning he came to ed 
ing, and I could eaſily perceive he was net- 
tled at ſomething. He deſired me to take 
my Sword, and go along with him With 
4 all my Heart,” I faid : But begged him 
to tell me the Occaſion ; for, I aſſured him, 
I was a very great Enemy to Duelling, _ 

cou 
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could wiſh it might be prevented, eſpecially 
where a Man I valued, as I did him, was 
concerned. | | 5 

Ar that he laughed, and told me, he did 
not know it was to be a Duel; but that a 
young Gentleman had ſome Time been inti- 
mate in his own Family, and had perſwaded 
his Siſter to write to him at Times : That he 
believed there had been ſome little Courtſhip 
on the Gentleman's Side, but his Siſter ha 
diſcouraged it, and the Correſpondence was 
at an End; but he had been informed by 
Gayton, that Mr. Fainall, which was the Gen- 
tleman's Name, had boaſted of having had 
Encouragement from his Siſter, and had Let- 
ters from her, which would prove it; and 
that he was going to demand the Letters—ſo 
away we went. | . 

WEN we came to Mr. Fainall's, who 
lodged near Covent-Garden, he was at Home; 
and, I being deſired to ſtay below, Heartly 

went up to him. They were pretty warm, 
and I was called up. Fainall, for ſome Time, 
denied the Letters, and then refuſed to deli- 
ver them: At laſt, upon Heartly's inſiſting 
upon them, or Satisfaction, they were deliver- 
ed to him. When Harth, caſting a Look of 
Diſdain upon him, ſaid, Sir, I cannot har- 
„ bour a Thought of my Siſter's giving you 
« any Encouragement, whatever you have 
„ told Mr. Gaytou—I do not believe it.” 
Fainall ſaid, Gayton was a Scoundrel, to tell 
any Thing out of private Converſation— 
7. „That's 


48 Love and FRIENDSHIP. 


« That,” anſwered Hear ih, « you may tell 
* him, Sir, yourſelf ;”” then putting the Let- 
ters in his Pocket, we came away; and call- 
ng at the firſt Coffee-Houſe, he ſealed them 
» ſaying, l do not want to read them; 
6 but I ſhall deſire her to be more cautious, 
© for the future, to whom ſhe writes.“ 
WHEN we came Home, we were ſurprized 
to ſee the Servant run in crying, „Here is 
“% Mr. Heartly and Mr. 4—!” and immedi-. 
ately out came Mrs. Heartly and Miſs Free- 
born, all in Tears. They hung about him, 
unable to tell us what was the Matter: At 
laſt, Mrs. Heartly ſaid, « Oh! my dear 
7 Son, how can you be ſo raſn Why do 
„ V uſe me thus unkindly— What was 
« the great Affront, that only Blood could 
« ſatisfy !—How you have frighted us!“ 
He ſoon perceived they imagined he had 
been to fight a Duel, and behaved with ex- 
tream Tenderneſs to Miſs ; being pleas'd at 
this Time, I believe, with her Tear s. 
By Degrees we got out the whole Story 
— That when he was ſent for to Breakfaſt, 
the Servant told them, he was gone out, 
with his Sword on. As it was not cuſ- 
tomary for him to wear his Sword in a 
Morning, they were alarmed, and had ſent to 
my Lodging; and there heard, we both had 
our Swords, and were gone together: That 
then they concluded ſome Quarrel had hap- 
pened, and Mr. Freeborn was gone in —_ 
mes 
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ol us. \Heartly then repeated the whole Af- 
fair to them; adding, As he did not know 
what might happen, he had 20008 me * 
him. | 

By this Time Matters were all adjuſted, 
and I could not help thinking Gayton had 
ſome private End in his Intelligence. I con- 
{idered him as a Man capable of the black- 
eſt Action but I kept my Conjecture to my- 
ſelf. Soon after came in Mr. Frecborn; So, 
ſays he, „I ſee you are both well, but you 
« have cauſed a good many Tears. Tho” 
&« I could hear nothing of you—l hope there 
% is no Harm done: Upon which he was 
let into the Whole. Well, I do not lee,” 
ſaid he, how it could be avoided ;. tho' it 
„ might have had worſe conſequence. I af- 
$: ſure. you, Gentlemen,  I-was concerned for 
6c you both.” This we readily believed, and 

anked him accordingly ; when Hearth 185 
ſired to ſpeak with him. 

Wurz they were gone, Miſs told me, ſhe 
7 had been terribly frighted, and was afraid ſhe 
5 had diſcovered greater Weakneſs than ſhe 
4 ought. I anſwered her, I thought not; that, 
4 ſo far from it, her. Concern ſeemed to pleaſe 
; Hearily, and I was miſtaken if ſhe did not 
0 ſoon know it That IL knew he had made 
ſome Overtures to her; at which ſhe bluſhed, 
and confeſſed he had lately been pretty parti- _ 
cular, and ſhe wiſhed him to think ſhe de- 
ſerved him But ſhe was ſoon made eaſy, by 
the Comung back of her Father; who ſaid, 
1 D bo. © Daughter, 
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„ Daughter, you are at Liberty to give Mr. 
&« Gayton what anſwer you pleaſe ; but I re- 
« commend Mr. Heartly to you. I do not 
« compel your Choice, but I would direct it 
« to your Happineſs.” She anſwered, She 
fhould eſteem his Advice as a Command, el- 
pecially in what was fo agreeable to her own 
 Inclination. — The next Day Hear/ly and his 
Mother went to -her Houſe, but I was un- 
luckily a b an unexpected er O4rey 


e H A p. VI. : - 
Ti thor meets with his natural Brother: 
Some odd Pranks. of Miſs Lamour's—And 

_ ſome other Things, 'which the Reader will Sed 
Wan eaplain u bereafter. clad 


JEARTLY and T Went Nreen uy from 


Mr. PFreeborn's to the Coffee- oule, 
and were but juſt ſat down, when I was ac- 
coſted by an elderly Man in grey Clothes, 
faying; „ Sir, I am, glad to ſee you: J have, 
„ according to Order, brought your Bro- 
„ ther to Town.“ My Brother! Sir,“ I re- 
plied ; I never Had. a Brother—you are' 
« miſinformed.” Are not you, Sir,” he 
faid again, „the Son of Mr. A—— ?” 
« Yes, Sir,” I anſwered ; but I never had 


« a Brother for all that.“ Sir” he replied * 


again, „I am a School- M aſter in Zorkfbire, 


« and have had the young Gentleman under 
* my Care theſe eight Years. I have been 


paid conſtantly, till within theſe two 
os ab 6 “ Years; 
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« Years; and writing for my Money, I re- 
< ceived this Letter, directing me to bring 
ce him up to his Brother, which I have 
„ obey'd.“ 15 | 
ALL the while he was ſpeaking, I was ſur- 
veying a brave chubby-fac'd Lad, of about 
ſixteen Years of Age; who, while I was ſur- 
veying him, was very full of his Manners. 
I recollected, that my Father had kept Com- 
pany with a Woman, and had two Children 
by her; and, taking the Letter, I read a 
Scrawl, ſignifying, That his Father was dead, 
but that his elder Brother was in Town, and 
it would be beſt to bring him up immediate- 
ly, otherwiſe he might loſe his Money; with 
a Direction where I was to be found. Sir,” 
ſaid I, “this is a Trick put upon you. 1 
“ Father kept Company with a Perſon ; and, 
c now he is dead, I ſuppoſe, Madam would 
& put her Son upon me; but I can ſuffici- 
« ently make it appear I never had a Bro- 
e ther, and I ſhall not take Care of a lewd 
Woman's Iflue—Pray, how came you by 
&« him?” | 7 *. IN 
Uron which he told me, That about eight 
Years ago, being in Town to get Scholars, a 
Gentleman took him to fuch a Street, and 
gave him Charge of this Boy, calling him 
his Son; and, till within theſe two Years, he 
had been duly paid. I anſwered, I was ſorry 
for it, but it was not my Buſineſs; that my 
Father had been dead four Years, and aſked 
him if he had been in that Street? He ſaid, 
| 11 D 2 Yew 
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Yes, but could get no other Tidings, than 
that the Gentleman was dead, and his Wife 


was removed, no one knew whither - That 
the had made a fine Journey of it; but, as to 


the Lad, he muſt ſeek his Bread He had 
taken Care of his Education, and he would 


try to get him a Place; before he went out 
of Town; for he was a very good-natured * 
Boy, and might do well, if he would but 


mind his Buſineſs. 

 Tumis ſtruck me, to think that, merely be- 
cauſe he had brought the Lad up, he was 
good-natured enough, notwithſtanding he was 
to loſe his Journey and two Years Board, 
to endeavour to provide for him ; and ob- 
ſerving the Lad to ſtand with Tears in his 
Eyes, reflecting, that he was an Out-caſt, and 
Had no one to own him that I ſaid, Come, 
« Sir, it is your Dinner-Time; let us ſtep 
ce to the next Tavern, and I will conſider a 
little more of it.”  Heartly all this Time 
fat ſilent; and, upon my getting up to go, he 


aid, 1 will Juſt ſtep Home, and come to 


* 
: eee 'D with myſelf, the Boy was 


certainly my Father's Son, and I begun to 
own my own Blood. I aſked him ſeveral 
Queſtions, to which he gave very ready An- 
ſwers. He told me, he was ſure he ſhould 
know his Mother very well, if ever he ſhould 


ſee her; that he had a Siſter older than him- 


ſelf, Who was always dreſſed very fine; that 


Hig, Mother loved her always better than 
* | him, 
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him, which was the Reaſon of his being ſent 
away. At laſt, I thought he would be but a 
ſmalt Expence to me, and it was eaſy for me- 
to put him out to ſome good Trade, through 
Mr. Freeborn's. Intereſt; and I reſolved to- 
own him, and take him under my Protection. 
Accordingly, I told his Maſter I would pay 
him; but defired him, laughing, to bring 
me no more Brothers. This being ſettled, 
in came Heartly, who was very well Pleas d 
with my Reſolution. 
ArrE R we had dined I took them Home 
and diſcharged the old Gentleman's De- 
mands, which indeed were very reaſonable, 
not amounting to above Twenty-ſix Pounds, 
and agreed with my Landlord to board him 
for a little Time ; and, leaving him there, 
went to Mr. Freeborn's, Heartly had told 
them the Whole, and Miſs Freeborn was ſure 
I would not part with him whatever I ſaid. 
„Well,“ ſays ſhe, 4 am I right or no? Have 
% you not taken Care of your Brother?“ 
« Yes, Miſs, I have,” reply'd I; «+ I could 
« not bear to turn him into the World with- 
“ out a Friend.” © Tam glad of it, ſhe 
anſwered; . Mr. Heartly, J am ſure, intends 
„ to do ſomething for him. I heard him 
talk to my Papa about it; adding, he had 
« no Way to oblige. you: And then told us 
„% how generouſly you would have acted this 
Morning —I am greatly oblig'd to you for 
« that. It was very handſome in you to 
. «% \ offer to take upon yourſelf to demand the. 
21 Letters; 
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Letters; and to tell him, that if any Ac- 


« cident happen'd, you had Nobody to cry 
after you; but he ought to conſider his 
« Mother and Siſter, and one, to whom he: 
« was as dear as either. You may depend 
« upon it, I ſhall never forget it.“ 
 HEARTLY left me when I went Home, 
and was not returned ; but while Miſs and I 
were talking, Mr. Freeborn and he came in 
together I aſſure you Sir,” faid Mr. Free- 
born, „your Behaviour greatly has pleaſed 
* me. Mr. Heartly and I are agreed, and 
<< have to requeſt of you to let your Bro- 
<< ther come into our Compting-Houſe—l 


«© have Obligations to you—and- we muſt 


« not be deny'd.” 
Tux Offer was too advantageous for my 
Brother, for me to refuſe it; and, with many 
Thanks, I accepted it: But it was neceſſary 
to equip him in a Manner a little more faſhion- 
able, ſo deſiring to be excuſed from going the 
next Day's Journey, I went about that Buſi- 
neſs; and, when he was new dreſs'd, he 
made quite another Figure. 


I Found his Maſter had done him oreat 
Jaſtice ; that he perfectly underſtood Gram- | 


mar, and wrote a very good Hand : But, as 


French was neceſſary in a Compting-Houſe, I 
found out a Maſter Who was to attend him 


daily. 


' Wren Heartly returned, he was full of his 


Commendations of Miſs Steday, and join'd 
againſt me in my Sentiments of that Lady. 
. 2 | CC I am 


Love and FRIENDSHIP: 55 
& J am ſure;” ſays he, © ſhe is an intimate 
& Acquaintance of your's; though ſhe knew - 
ce not of your Wife'sDeath, and ſeemed great- 
£ ly concerned at it, when it was mentioned.“ 
SriIL | was at a Loſs; I could neither 
agree Miſs Steddy deſerved thoſe Commenda- 
tions which were given her, nor could I ima- 
gine how ſhe knew ſo much of me. I could 
not ſee what was ſo plajn, that ſhe could be 
no other than Clarinda. Had I thought that, 
all the Difficulty had been ſolved; and, in 
ſpite of all her Endeavours to avoid me, I had 
met with Opportunities, to converſe with her. 
But then I had ſeen Miſs Steddy; and ſhe, 
I ſaw was not Clarinda, nor had ſhe any Thing 
in my Eye ſo engaging, as to draw me into 
a, ſecand Viſit. 

I ATTENDED my Brother 'till Thad 8 
him every Thing curious in Town, and then 
introduc'd him to Mr. Freeborn. I was in 
Hopes Chance might, in our Walks, have 
thrown his Mother into his Way, as he was ſo 
poſitive he knew her; but I was not fo happy 
as to diſcover her. He was received into the 
Family with great Civility, and was as happy 
as his utmoft Wiſhes could deſire. Gayton 
came but ſeldom, Mr. Freeborn having 
thought it proper to inform him, That he 
had: diſpoſed. of his Daughter, with her own 
5 1 but that he ſhould always be wel- 
come to his Houle, as a Friend. 

IT was viſible Gayton was greatly chagrin-⸗ 
ed; but why Miſs Lamour abſented herſelf, 

| D-4 2 
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we could not imagine. She became an en- 


tire Stranger to the Houſe, though I was cer- 
tain her Amour continued with Gayton, and 
her meeting him there was very convenient; 
but, as her Conduct was not eaſy to be ac- 
counted for, and ſhe was withal very whim- 
fieal, her Abſence was not regarded. Indeed 
J had ſeveral of her Morning Viſits, in all 
which ſhe behaved with great Freedom; but, 
I knew too much of her, to throw any Incli- 
nation away after her : However, I carried it 
very civilly to her, and occaſionally viſited 
there, where I conſtantly found Mr. Reddy 
offering Incenſe to his Idol, who regarded 
it as little as real Idols do. oo 
Ox E Morning, calling there, I was pre- 
vailed upon to go along with her and her 
Lover up the Water, to dine upon Fiſh. 
We were tolerable agreeable Company, and 
to give him a Mark of her Eſteem, as ſhe 
was ſtepping out of the Boat, ſhe pretended 
to ſtumble. He readily endeavoured to catch 
her; and ſhe, I could perceive, maliciouſſy 
enough, tipped him into the Water. He 


. was over Head and Ears, and ſhe very hearti- 


ly laughed at him; begging his Pardon all 


the while, and crying, Who can forbear 


laughing, to ſee the Figure you cut ? © 
. We got him to Bed, and, in Complai- 
fance, dined by his Bedſide, while his Clothes 


were drying: where ſhe ſo manag'd him, 


that he never perceived the Affront. It was 
near dark when we return'd, and I took them 
= -(! 1 | to 


DR 
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to Supper at a Tavern. When we parted, 
ſhe ſome how artfully engaged him in a Quar- 
rel; and the next Morning I was ſurprized 
with a Note from her Paramour, informing 
me, he was in Priſon, and begged me to 
come to him. I found him very melancholy, 
but underſtanding it was only a Watchman 
was to appear againſt him, with a little Mo- 
ney, properly apply'd, I got him his Liberty. 
HEN I went to Mr. Freeborn's, all were 
at me to know where I was Yeſterday—- 
Miſs Steddy was here, and we were wiſhing for 
you all Day — She came by Ten in the Morn- 
ing, and ſtayed till Five. I was vexed E 
was out of the Way, for I was convinced no-. 
one could like her whom I had ' ſeen—How- 
ever, ſne was gone. I then diverted them 
with the Occurrences of my Day, and how: 
I had been engaged that Morning; at which 
they were very merry, yet ſurprized at Miſs: 
Lamour's Conduct. It was generally allow'd, 
it was an odd Way of ſhewing Love - but ill 
Manners to ule any one fo ſhe ; diſliked. 

Miss Freeborn expreſſed great Deſire to ſee 
Mr. Reddy. I told her, I believed it might 
eaſily be done, without being acquainted with 
him. I knew he had taken a Box at Drury- 
Lane Theatre, for the Saturday following ;. 
and intended to take Miſs- Lamour ' with him 
to ſee The Conſtant Couple, a celebrated Per- 
former being to appear in the Character of. 
Sir Harry Mildair, for the firſt Time; Mr. 
N and Miſs, Heartly, and my ſelf went: 

D 5 4 
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there likewiſe, and took my Brother with us. 
We were ſo ſituated, that we could obſerve 
their Behaviour during the whole Performance. 
When it was over, I aſked Miſs Freeborn, How 
ſhe liked Reddy? Why, really, not at all, 
ſaid ſhe; „ for I believe he's above Half 
«* a Coxcomb — And, as to Miſs Lamour, 
your Brother ſays he has ſeen her ſome- 
« where.” 

Tais then made no Impreſſion upon me, 
as knowing there were People who dreſſed 
very oddly in the Country; and, as he had 
ſeen ſo little of the World, it was eaſy for 
him to be miſtaken. —Mr. Freeborn was taken 
up a good deal with Buſineſs, a Correſpond- 
ent of his being dead at Lisbon. His Wife 
ahd Daughter were come over, and he was 
taken up in ſettling the Accounts between 
them. The Daughter was very young, not 
Fifteen, but very pretty ; ſeemingly forward 
in her Behaviour, and, being an only Child, 
tho' her Mother was a Woman of Diſcre- 
tion, had been greatly humour'd. 

+ GAYTON, though he came but ſeldom, 
I-found had fixed his Eye upon her, and ſhe 
ſeemed pleaſed with the Notice of ſo fine a 
Gentleman — So weakly Girls judge! But one 
great Obſtacle was in his Way; ſhe went no 
where without Miſs Freeborn, and generally 
either Heartly or I accompany'd them. Gayton 
often made one-—but he wanted herAbroad by 
herſelf, but that was not fo eaſy; yet he found 
Means to bribe the Maid who came over with 

them, 
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them, and a literary Correſpondence was car- 
ried on very ſecretly between them. 

Is the n e it was neceſſary, Mr. 
Freeharn thought, to ſend ſome one over to 
the ate ar Soden, and he pitched upon his 
head: Clerk; but, iS 0 to oblige me, of- 
ered my Brother ſhould go there too for his 
Improvement, which I readily aſſented to. 
They were no ſooner gone, than Miſs La- 
maur nee he * Viſits as uſual, and be- 
came very fond of the young Stranger. As 

ught Cayton, a fine Gentleman, for the 
— reaſon ſhe thought Miſs Lamour a fine 
Lady; who being 7 a gayer Temper than 
Miſs: Freebarn, and. not ſo circumſpect in her 
Actions, ſoon became the Favourite. 
 Trengood Mother all, this, while, Know- 
ing the Character of Mr. Frerborn, was ex- 
e well pleaſed with the Company 
her Daughter kept; yet my Suſpicions wers 
awake—l communicated them to Heartly, 
who only, ſaid, He did not think Gayron durſt 
attem pt any bad Thing in their . 2 2 
& "Ln, lays he, “he is a gay Spark, 
% I cannot believe he means any hing = 
<<. ther, than ſhowing himſelf. However, I 
& will acquaint Miſs Freeborn, and put her 
upon the Guard,” which he did. . Miſs 
poke to me of it, ſaying, % Miſs Williams, 
that was the Name, „is young and 
« giddy, and has been very Fa. indulged; 
« but I can not think you have any Reaſons 
for your Suſpicions,” I anſwered, I had 


ſeveral 


. 
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ſeveral Reaſons, which I did not think pro- 
per to mention yet, which induced me to be- 
lieve Gayton a bad Man; and there was no 
Harm in preventing what, when done, would 
be too late to prevent. “ Well, well,“ ſhe 
reply d, „I will give her as milf of my 
<< Company as I can'” —and ſo the Matter 
reſted. 

One Day, tes Didier! Mrs: Williams 
was talking of her Hnſband, -and ſaying, 


He had very good Relations in the Weſt of 


England, but ſhe had never ſeen them, he 
going to Liſbon juſt after their Marriage, and, 
It was very poflible, they would take little 
Notice of her; otherwiſe, when her Affairs 
were ſettled, ſhe ſhould chuſe to live there, 
he had often commended that Part of E und, 
and intended, had not Death pre evented — 
ſoon to have retired thither. f told her, E 
had an intimate Friend of the Name in thoſe 
Parts; and in Diſcourſe inp was, by 
Marriage, my Friend's Aunt. This 
Pieorery ehe ue me anxious to prevent 
any Harm happening to Mils, from lier neur 
gay Acquaintance. FORO 

I wroTE to Mr: Willians' let him know 


of his Aunt and Niece being come over; and 


Mr. Freeborn, having ſettled all Accounts, 
told the Mother there was Ten- Thouſand: 
Pounds coming to her, which He would diſ- 
poſe of for her in as ſecure a Manner as poſ- 
fible.—But I had now ſome Affairs of my 


own coming on. 
| CHAP; 
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The Author finds Clarinda—Their Interview: 
A Scheme of Gayton' s aud Miſs Lamonr's. 
11. is fruſtrated. '' Miſs Williams burried 2 

4 Boarding. - Schook, &. | "OO 


ISS Ba one Day, receiving an 

agreeable Letter from Miſs Steady, 
in which there was nothing which required 
her to conceal it, ſhowed it to her Papa, by 
Way of amuſing him. He, very well pleaſed 
with it, ſhowed it to Fearily and me; 
ſaying, © Fam ſure, Sir, however you do not 
« approve .of the Lady, you cannot difap- 
prove of her good Senſe.” I no ſooner 
Had it in my Hand, than I knew it came 
from Clarinda—l1 could be poſitive to her 
Writing—my Colour came and' went—yet 
it was all a Myſtery to me. My Eyes in- 
formed me Clarinda wrote the Letter, yet ĩt 
| was ſigned Anna-Maria Steddy. 

Tuer perceived my Diſorder," and aſked 
me what was the Matter? I anſwer' d, There 
was ſomething I was nearly concerned in, but 
it was very myſterious. ** If this Letter, 
T ſaid, comes from the Perfon-I can ſwear 
& jt does, ſhe is the only Woman on Earth 
« want to ſee. But T have ſeen Miſs Sted. 
« dy; and ſhe is not the Perſon. But, Miſs, 
& what Anſwer do you intend to give to this- 
4 genteel Invitation?“ She reply d, What 


my Papa pleaſes. C Sir, I aid; 66207 
cs 
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eme beg Miſs and Miſs Williams may go, 
1 e and I will accompany them. I want to 
1 & clear up this perplexed Affair. The Per- 
| 44 ſon, whoſe Hand I can ſwear this is, is very 
'} & handſome—Yet/1 am fone way deceiv d 
1 10 Pray let them go.” This he agreed to; 
' and, without ſending any Anſwer, the next 
| Day we ſet out early: The young Ladies in 
| a.Chariot, and I on Horſeback. 
| Uron the Road 1 told Miſs Frecborn, not to 
wh any Notice I was come with them; for 
that I ſhould. not corne to the Houle till af- 
lll ter they had been there ſome Time: 
| The Reaſon you,” ſaid I, © at a proper 
'q % Time ſhall know.” Accordingly, It was 
1 near an Hour before I went; and, aſking for 
4 the young Ladies, was ſhowed in—And ery 
TH — — I found Claringa / 

Ir was very viſible we had before been ac- 
quainted—We were both in Confuſion, and: 
behaved aukwardly enough : However, pay- 
ing my Compliments round, I ſat down .by 
her, and faid-ſoftly, +*.My fair Fugitive, you 
c cannot now well get away, without hearing, 

e me a few Words: After that, upon my 
4 Honour, I will obey you.“ She anſwered, 


Indeed I will but this is no Proper 
1 <4 Time.” 

1 Upon 1 one mentioning Miſs F 
| looked round, and wonder d to hear Miſs: 
| Sreddy anſwer, She coloured, | and. ſaid; 
„Sir, it is Time now, I believe, to undeceive 
« At Name is — Heat . 


8 
| 24 #3 ar 
p f 


« are next Miſs Steddy —and then unravel- 
ed Part of my Miſtake. *<© It was,” added 
ſhe, in Compliance with her Requeſt, that 
<« ] repreſented her — I hope there was 
< no Harm.” © Miſs Heartly,” fays Miſs 
&« Freeborn, my Papa and I were recom- 
« mending Miſs Steday to Mr. A—; and 
<« praiſing her, as we really thought ſhe de- 
% ſerved, when he came on Purpole to ſee 
„ her. But we were greatly diſappointed at 
„ his Return.” I ſtopped her, by ſaying, 


& No farther, Miſs, I defire—AIll 1 ſaid is 
< not to be told acknowledge all you ſaid, 


4 in Praiſe of this Lady, to be true But 
« you find I did not ſee the real Miſs Steddy. 
< Very well,” anſwered Miſs Heartiy, I 
„ underſtand you.” | _— 
CLARINDA ſpoke ſoftly to me (for I 
muſt ſtill call her ſo) to take Care I called her 
by no other Name than Steday; for by that 
Name only ſhe had gone, ſince the Death of 
her Godmother. Mrs. Heartly went out, to 
give Orders for Dinner; and her Daugh- 
ter, Miſs Williams, and Miſs Freeborn, follow- 
ed her; when I took the Opportunity to tell 
Clarinda, the Vexation and Trouble ſhe had 
occaſion'd me“ I took it ſo unkind of you, 
I ſaid, “ to leave me, without hearing me, that 
4 I imputed it to an acquired Pride, and re- 
c ſolved never more to ſeek after you.” She 
anſwered, <** You ought to know the uneaſi- 
% neſs you have coſt me. I did not know 
« your Wite was dead, and I could not con- 
A838 < ceive 
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« ceive any Buſineſs you could have with me; 
« unleſs to inſult me. My Temper,” I 
replied, © was not capable of doing that, 
< nor would my Heart ſuffer it No, Cla- 
& 7inda, other Motives made me ſearch after 

“ you, after I firſt ſaw you in this Village. 
« T have often thought the Death of m 
Wife was a Puniſhment for my Infidelity: 
to you, and longed to find you to offer 

« you all the Recompence in my Power. 
Accept my Eſteem accept my Hand- 
4 Heart entire I have now to give you. 

Let us, ſhe anſwered, . look for our 
& Company — I promiſe you 1 will not 
«. hide myſelf from you any more. 

Wx paſſed two or three Days here very 
agreeably though I could obtain no farther- 
Encouragement, than that I was welcome to 
ſee her when I pleaſed; Clarinda ſaying, F 
% will promiſe no more, nor do I believe * 
<& ever ſhall.” | 

Wu we returned to b Mr. G 
ron and I acted our Parts with great Aſſidui- 

he took extream Pains to draw Miſs: 
Williams out by herſelf, and I was very care-- 
ful to prevent it: However, one Morning 
his Emiſſary, Miſs Lamour, came; and, find- 
ing her alone, Miſs Freeborn being gone up 
Stairs, perſuaded her to ſtep with-her to her 
Aunt's ; taying, «© We ſhalt be back pre- 
«.ſently.” Had the Appointment really 
been there, T ſhould have trembled for the 
Conſequences; but it happen'd to be only a- 
5 i Ts Scheme | 
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8 — 3 — 
— — 


 Lovs and FRIENDSHIP. 65 
Scheme to draw her to Gayton's Lodgings, 
whither I accidently came, juſt as they had 
entered. Gayton ſeemed furprized. at ſeeing 
me, and well he might, for it was very ſel- 
dom I called upon him. 25 
Ix was plain this was a Scheme, for every 
Thing was in great Order to receive her : 
However, ſhe and Miſs Lamour returned 
with me. I found Heartly and Miſs Freeborn 
alarmed at her Abſence ; and, when it was 
| known where ſhe had been, Miſs Freeborn, 
with an auſtere Air, I had never ſeen her af- 
ſume before, deſired Miſs Lamour never to 
take ſuch Liberties for the future; ſaying, 
„ Miſs, however ſlight you may make of viſit- 
“ ing Gentlemen at their Lodgings, it is a 
gBehaviour not approv'd of here. I am al- 
& ways ready to accompany Miſs Williams to 
% every proper place.“ | 

Miss Williams very innocently faid, © I 
4 did not intend to go to, nor did I know it 
« was Mr. Gayton's Lodgings, till I came 
„% there -! went out, to go to Miſs Lamour s. 
« Yes, indeed,” ſaid Miſs Lamour, in a good 
deal of Confuſion, I only took Miſs to go 
„ to my Aunt's, and called upon Mr, Gayton 
« as we went along. I am ſure I thought 
* no Manner of Harm'' And this paſſed 
over: Vet Miſs reeborn thought proper to 
acquaint her Papa with it. He ſeemed con- 
cerned; and ſaid, Miſs Williams is young; 
„will perſuade her Mother to put her to 
«. the School for a Year or two, you was at 
5 « She 


* 
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ce She will be ſure to be taken Care of 
„ ö 
ABourT this Time I received a Letter from 
my Friend Mr. Williams, in Anſwer to mine; 
with one incloſed to his Aunt, full of Terms 
of great Reſpect, and profeſſing an eager 
Deſire to ſee her in the Country. She was 
inclinable to go; ſaying, * If I like the 
« Country, I can find ſome little Houſe to 
« ſettle in, and I ſhall be glad to be among 
% my Huſband's Relations.” Accordingly 
taking Mr. Freeborn's Advice, as to her 
Daughter, ſhe prepared for her Journey : But 
one Morning, croſſing the Hall, Somebody. 
Knocked at the Door, and ſhe, being ſo near, 
open'd it; where ſhe found a Porter, who 
aſked for Mrs. Z/illiams's Maid; ſaying, He 
had a Letter for her. Very well, ſhe 
anſwered ; „ give it me, and I will take Care 
« to deliver it to her Which he did; and 
accordingly ſhe went up again into her: 
Daughter's Room, where the Maid was, and 
gave It, 3 "ay 
Tun Maid not thinking it came from 
Gayton by her Miſtreſs's Hands, open'd it, 
and out dropped another; which Mrs. Wil. 
liams haſtily taking, ſaw was directed to her 
Daughter. It is to be imagin'd, ſhe did not 
ſtand upon Ceremony; but immediately 
open'd it, and read as follows: 1758 


* My 
, 
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ks My dear Love, | | 
„NAH Y damn'd evil Genius, A, pre- 
„% vented me the other Morning from 
« breathing my Soul out before you. You 
“ have told me, you do not diſhke me. Con- 
& trive ſome Way to get out, and fly to me. 
e cannot live longer without you. I can 
&« ſecrete you ſo, as all their Search ſhall be 
„ in vain; and what have you to fear from 
“ one, who ſo dearly loves you? Depend up- 
„% on my Honour, and fly to the enamoured 


« STREPHON.” 


“ Very well,” faid Mrs. Williams “ Pray; 
ce Madam, fince you take ſo much Pains to 
“ difpoſe of my Daughter, let me ſee your 
% Billet—I ſuppoſe there is a Price ſet. 
&« for your good Services.” The Maid, who 
had not read it herſelf, was forced to comply, 
and give her Miſtreſs, with trembling, her 
Letter It contain'd as follows: 


«© Dear Sukey, | 
4 * O U promiſed me your Aſſiſtance, 
. and I have Reaſon to blame you for 
«© not being ſo good as your Word. Iam 
% afraid my Love to Miſs is ſmoak'd; 
“ and, if you do not help her to get out, 
<< I ſhall loſe her, I had compleated my 
« Happineſs t'other Morning, if Mr. A— 
“had not prevented me Let me ſee you, 
© TI have Twenty Guineas more ready for 

« you, 
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& you. I will expect you at their Dinner- 
„Time; it is, you know, but a Step. 

, am Yours.” 

40 So, Mrs. Go- between, J am greatly obige 
% to you; but 1 will find a Way to puniſh 


& Pray who do theſe extraordinary Letters 


ce deſerves my Acknowledgment.” dt 
e Gayton, Madam,” anſwered the Maid— 
& Mr. Gayton!” replied Mrs. Williams; 
« Mr. Cayton might have ſpoke to me, if his 
% Intentions had been honeſt — But my 
1 n was to have been ruined, and 


«© What Providence it was I went to the 
4% Door!—And you, Madam,” ſpeaking to 
her Daughter, who are ſo ready to be Mr. 
* Gayton's Trull What have you to ſay for 
« yourſelf? This is not the firſt Letter, I 
e ſuppoſe give me the reſt immediately, do 
% Minx” — Which ſhe did, and the poor 
Gentlewoman came down Stairs to us, with 
Tears in her Eyes, and told us the whole 
Story, 

We looked upon one another, as wanting 


* Madam, we all believe Gayton's Inten- 
& tions to be bad; but we were apprized of 
ce it, and it would have been impoſſible for 


been ſtrictly watched ſince that Morning; 
"= + and, as a was ſoon to go to the Boarding- 


% you, depend upon it,” ſaid Mrs. Williams. 


«© come from ?—The Raſcal, whoever he is, 


« vou was to have been the Bawd, Huſſey— 


ſome one to ſpeak. At laſt Heartly ſaid, 


5 Miſs to have got out by herſelf, She has 


_ 3 »% PREY =» PLAT 


„School, 
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$6” School, was the only Reaſon you was.not 
& acquainted with i. We thought there was 
© no Occaſion to make you uneaſy ; and my 
&« Advice is, to carry her thither immediate- 
« ly, As to puniſhing the Maid, to be ſure 
& you can; but then the Story muſt be 
„ known, and Miſs will ſuffer as much in 
c her Character, as the Maid in Bridewell; 
& therefore, even diſmiſs her at once. 

Tus we approved of, and Mr. Freeborn 
offered to attend her; ſaying, « Let us carry 
« Miſs, we can ſend her Things after; and 
a Coach being called, Miſs, drowned in 
Tears, was hurried from a Sweetheart to 
School. The Maid was locked up 'till' her 
Miſtreſs returned, that ſhe might have no 
Opportunity of knowing what was become of 
Miſs, and we diverted ourſelves with Mr. 
Gayton's amorous Epiſtles. They were all 
very fulſomely paſſionate—A good deal of 
Honour, but not even one Tittle of a Pro- 
Miſe of Marriage - Not a Word which might, 
in the moſt good - natured Senſe, COUNtenance 
her Conſent. 

Ar their Return, the Maid was packed 
off; and Mr. Freeborn ordered his Servants 
to tell Mr. Gayton, when he next came, that 
he was not at Home, and Miſs Williams was 
gone from thence. 

Tux artful Maid went immediately from 
Mr. Freeborn's to Gayton, as Reddy informed 
me afterwards, and told him, ſhe was diſ- 
covered and turned away; but as his a 
| a 
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had no Name to them, but Strepbon, ſhe 
would not tell who they came from. He 
gave her the Twenty Guineas, and came, 


with great Aſſurance, in the Evening to Mr. 


Freeborn's; but was greatly abaſhed, when 
he received the Anſwer left for him with the 
Servants. 5 


| Wuen I ſaw Miſs Lamour, ſhe was very 


gay; ſaying, + What a Rout there has been 
& about a little Courtſhip!—But Gayton ima- 
& gines who he is to thank for it—He in- 
& tended no Harm.” I thought myſelf a lit- 
tle reflected upon, and 3 warmly an- 
ſwered, I know no one, Miſs, cares for 
& Mr. Gayton's Imaginations; and, as to you, 
66 I think you have had ſufficient Proof of his 
& Love to you, elſe you could not be ſo eaſy 


e when he makes his Addreſſes elſe-where.” 


She replied, She did not know what I meant : 
That ſhe eſteemed Mr. Gayton as a Man of 
Honour, and ſuppoſed I had a Mind for the 
young Lady myſelf, elſe J had never made 
myfelf ſo buſy. Her Opinion was of very lit- 


tle Conſequence to me, and I was no way 


afraid of Gayton openly It was ſufficient to 
me I had, in ſome Meaſure, preſerved the 
Couſin of my beſt Friend from Ruin. Mr. 
Williams's Friendſhip was of more Weight 
with me, than Mr. Gayton's Pleafures—fo I 
made myſelf very eaſy. | 
Mrs. Williams went down into the Wet, 
and I accompanied her as far as — 
an 


received with T 
was due to any one, 
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well of each other, and ſhe could not think 
her Reaſon was a ſufficient, or proper one to 
give them, and begged her to conſider better. 
« Well then,” ſays ſhe, not to your 
“ Friends, but yourſelf, I yield; but re- 
% member what I ſaid, and never reflect 
% upon me again.“ 

Wxũ then agreed to begin a new Courtſhip, 
and that ſhe ſhould conſult Mr. Freeborn, in 
what was neceſſary to be done for her; and, 


charging myſelf with all Mrs. Heartiy's Com- 


mulions for her Son, I took my Leave. | 


0 C H AP. VIII. 
Some farther Account of Gayton and Reddy. 
Fainall __ 10 the Autbor—On Ln" * 
count. 


thrown upon me, for calling at Mrs. Heartly's 

— Nothing could divert them from thinking 
Miſs. Szeddy attracted me there. Indeed it 
was true, but I thought it Time enough yet 


to confeſs it. I contented myſelf with faying, 
It was fo little out of my Way, that I looked 


upon it I could not well avoid calling: Add- 


ing, Indeed, I like Miſs Steddy, but it may. 
take ſome Tire to perſwade her to like 
ce me well enough to give me her Hand: 
« Nor have I ſo much Vanity as to imagine, 


te becauſe a young Lady — well of me, 
« ſhe is ready to have me,” « That is 
| « very 


HEN I came to Mr. Freeborn's, I had 
a good deal of agreeable Raillery 


eee : 
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"-- 0 very right,” {aid Miſs Freeborn, 66 but I 
could ſee enough, when you met, to con- 


« vince me, you knew one another very well; 
« and merely having been acquainted could 


not occaſion that mutual Confuſion—I ſee 


ec it will be a Match.” Mr. Freeborn ſaid, 
He ſhould be very glad of it; and, if he was 
at all conſulted in it, he ſhould recommend 
me to her Choice. I was greatly oblig'd to 
them all. —and, as I had rode a pretty long 
Journey, I retired Home to Bed. 60 
Tae next Morning Reddy ſurprized me 
with a Viſit; and, by his dejefted Counte- 
nance, I perceived had, or at leaſt thought 
he had, ſome great Buſineſs to communicate 


to me. I aſked him what he ailed ? He 


ſeemed very melancholy, and anſwered, with 


a deep Sigh, that an ugly Affair had hap- 


pened, which was likely to be very trouble- 
ſome to him; and he came on purpoſe to in- 
form me of it, and to aſk my Advice. 

«© WELL, out with it,” I anſwered—upon 
which he begun. I informed you that 
© Gayton had given Sukey, the Maid that was 
turned away, Twenty Guineas, for conceal- 
„ ing his Name, as ſhe told him; but when 
% he found it was a Bite, and that he was 
&« diſcovered, he vowed Revenge ſome Way 
« or other, Accordingly, two Mornin 
„ ago, when I was with him, he ſent for her. 
“ The Girl is very full of Play, and he, romp- 
„ing with her, had taken the Twenty 
“ Guineas, which — in a little Box, = 2 

& 0 


<c 
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of her Pocket, without her Knowledge. 
After ſhe was gone, Gayton told me he had 
got his Twenty Guineas again. We had 
ſcarce done ſpeaking, when ſhe came back 
again; and ſaid, How can you frighten 
me ſo? Come, give me my Box l don't 
love ſuch Jeſts. 
none of her Box.” 
« IT was none of my Buſineſs to contra- 


dict him—The' Girl fell a crying; ſaying, 


He had taken it, when they were playing 
together, and there were Twenty Guineas 
in it. He poſitively denied it; and away 
ſhe went, ſobbing and blubbering thro' the 
Street, ſhe was robbed. Atlaſt ſome one 
directed her to a Newgate Sollicitor. To 
him ſhe has told her Story, -and will take 
her Oath ſhe was robbed there; and he 
has been with me, and tells me he would, 
as a Friend, adviſe me to make it up, 


_ otherwiſe he ſhall proceed againſt me as an 


Accomplice. But that is not all, Gayton 


has told Miſs Lamour that I had the Girl, 


and owns to her he had the Money. She 
laughs at his having got the Money, but 
will never ſee me, ſhe ſays, again. 

&« A FINE Kettle of Fiſh,” I ſaid, „ Mr. 
Ready, you have made of it. It is plain 


ce the Girl is robbed; and, if ſhe ſhould 


cc 


ſwear you an Accomplice, you will ftand 


<< qa bad Chance — would adviſe you to 


4 make it up. 
ſwered, with all — Heart; tho' my Eſtate 


„That I will do,“ he an- 


tee is 


He anſwered, He had 


; 
* Ga ens at hk 8 


— — 
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ce is ſmall, and my keeping Gayton Company 
« pretty expenſive. But,” with another 
great Sign, how can I make it up with 
„ Miſs Lamour 2” Why,“ ſaid I, „you 
} «© muſt deſire Gay/on to ſay it was all a Jeſt 
« of his own. I will meet you To-morraw 
« Morning at Lamour's, and help to make it 
« up.“ Pray do,” he replied; < ſhe 
« will be in Town then They are gone to 
&« Windſor, and I was to have gone too, if 
ö “ Gayton had not blabbed: And being a lit- 
tle at Eaſe, by having unburtherfed his Mind, 
he went his Way to lament his bad Conduct, 
and contemplate on his Dulcinea. 871 — 
I went accordingly, having no Mind to 
be quite out with Miſs Lamour, and I had not 
ſeen her ſince our little Bickering. I found 
poor Reddy waiting at the Corner of the Court 
for my coming ; having not dared to venture 
in alone, leſt the Lightning of her Eye ſhould 
flaſh him dead. I found Gayton there, and 
Miſs in very good Humour. She received ns 
tolerably well; and, Gayton ſaying it was all 
a Joke, ſhe pardoned her Swain, and once 
more admitted him to the Honour of being 
her Fool. However, the Gaiety of Mr. Reddy's 
Spirits, upon Account of his happy Reconcili- 
ation, was a little lowered, by the coming of 
the Sollicitor ; who, enquiring for Gayton and 
him, was introduced. | 1725 
 GAYTON, having been out of Town, 
knew nothing of the Matter; and when he 
found how the Affair went, and that the 


E 2 Girl 
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Girl had got proper Adviſers, and was de- 
termined to go through with it, if ſwearing 
would do—After he had bullied about Half 
an Hour to no Purpoſe ; ſaid, In Compaſſion 
to the Girl, as ſhe had, he knew, loſt her 
Place upon his Account, he would give her 
Twenty Guineas; and, to prevent any Harm 
coming to Mr. Reddy, he ſhould give her 
Ten, and all ſhould be made up. 
Tunis very equitable Propoſal of Mr. Gay- 

ton's was after ſome little Demur, accepted: 
So he only returned the Girl the Twenty 
Guineas he had taken from her, and poor 
Reddy contentedly paid Ten out of his own 
Pocket. I could not help whiſpering to him, 
It was dear dealing with Chamber-Maids— 
«<< Huſh! Huſh !”' he cried, ++ Miſs Lamour 
sc will hear you.” 9 | 

T Sollicitor was bruſhing off with the 

Caſh, but I thought proper not to let him go, 
*till they had a Diſcharge under the Girl's 
Hand; and ſhe being ſent for, Miſs Lamour 
was ſo taken with her, either really or out of 
Jealouſy, for ſhe was a very pretty Wench, 
that ſhe pretended ſhe wanted a Maid, and 
ſhe would take her; which by the Maid was 
readily conſented to, tho' I ſaw it diſpleaſed 
Gayton : Yet his being againſt it would but 
the more have confirmed Miſs Lamour in her 
Reſolution to take her. 

Tusk Matters being amicably adjuſted, 
I took my Leave, Gayton and I parting very 
ceremoniouſly.—1 found Heartly at the Coffee- 

4 2 | Houle, 
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Houſe, and laughed very heartily at the 
Affair; but, as I had never mentioned Miſs 
Lamour's Conduct to him, he was a good deal 
ſurprized at her Manner of Behaviour. I 
aſked him, How he went on with Miſs. Free- 
born, and when was to be the Time? He 
anſwered, ** Not yet; ſhe knows my Mind, 
e and approves of me, ſo we are agreed: 
But I find I have enough, and I ſhall have 
“ every Thing put in Order in the Country; 
„ and, when I marry, will at once retire 
4 from Buſineſs. Mr. Freeborn has ſome 
« Time talked of retiring, and I fancy we 
« ſhall quit at once, for J ſhould not chuſe 
„ another Partner — But, ſince you aſk 
„ Queſtions, how do you and Miſs Steddy go 
« on?” „Indeed, I replied, *< I am very 
lazy in my Courtſhip : ; I have not ſeen her 
« but twice yet, but I will mend, I aſſure | 
« you. I believe her the only one I gan 1 
« like.” © I have To day,” fays he, 4 Kues mw bo 
«<-Two Thouſand Pounds upon my Siſter, 
„ that ſhe may not be dependent entirely 
« upon me. Let her pleaſe herſelf; and if 
„ ſhe chuſes one of Character, and with the 
« Behaviour of a Gentleman, I will readily 
« call him Brother.” „But, my good 
« Friend,” 1 ſaid, if Mr. Freeborn and 
« you quit Trade, I ſhall be a little con- 
« cerned for my Charge, my Half-Brother.”” 
„ Oh!” he anſwered, you will be acquaint- 
« ed in Time: But our head Clerk, Mr. 
% Truſty, who is now at Liſbon, has Money, 
E 3 * and 


78 


66 
6c 
* 
40 


4 


Love and FRIENDSHIP. 


and I believe will come into it; and I will 


take Care your Brother ſhall have a Share, - 
if it is in my Name, tho? that will depend 
upon his Behaviour But I am obliged to 


35 


go. 


Hr was ſcarce gone, before Fainall came 


in; and, ſeeing me there, in a very genteel 
Manner accoſted me. * Sir,” ſays he, « I 


<c 


* 6 


think I have been in your Company be- 


fore.” lt is ſome Time ago, Sir,” I 


anſwered; „ but Mr. Williams and we were 


«x 
« 
40 
cc 
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together once, upon a Frolick, all Night.“ 


Aye, honeſt Jack! fo it was But he for- 


gets his Friends; tho', I hear, he leads a 
very comfortable, ſober Life in the Coun- 
try. I am glad, however, I have met 
with you; for, I aſſure you, I am aſham- 


ed of what paſſed the other Morning. I 
have really a great Regard for Miſs Heart- 
ty; and, tho' we tiffed it, I ſhould think 
- myſelf happy in having her for a Wife. 


As gay as | have been, I have not dipped 
my Fortune have kept within Bounds 


— But Gayton uſed me ill there. He was 


ſaying what great Luck Mr. Heartly had 


lately had, by the Death of his Relations; 


and I inadvertently anſwered, that I was 


'very glad of it, for I knew his Siſter, and 
was ſometimes favoured with a Letter 
from her. I did not think it would have 


gone any farther, nor did I in the leaſt in- 


tend any Reflection upon her. I came 


% now 
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% he. into the City, in hopes to have found 
« Mr. Heartly, and ſet the Matter to rights, 
« and ſhould be very glad of your good Of- 
« fices, I am going into the Country, but 
ce do not expect Miſs Heartly will give me 
% Admittance; and indeed ſhe. has ſome 
« Reaſon to refuſe ſeeing me, tho'/ſhe can- 
% not be inſenſible of my Eſteem for her.“ 
% Sir,” I replied, „I can do no more than 
e tell my Friend what you ſay, and that I 
« aſſure you I will.” ..:. . 
- AccorÞINGLY, when I ſaw Hearihy, I 
did. Well,” ſays he, let them two 
„% agree it, I have no Objection to Fainall. 
„ Ne has a very handſome Income; and, 
« tho' he reſides in Covent Garden generally, 
am certain has dropped his gay Way of 
1 Lias | 2 
IN a few Days Heartly was to go into the 
Country, and I reſolved to accompany him. I. 
knew I could not well avoid going after he 
was ſettled, ſo I thought it beſt to bring my- 
ſelf by Degrees to bear the Place, as I muſt 
Clarmda Home. : Heartly was very well 
pleaſed when I let him know my Intention; 
ſaying, As I had 'excus'd myſelf before, he 
had not afked me, as imagining a Place I 
was ſo well acquainted with would recat 
other Things to my Mind; and he ſhould 
be ſorry to-be the Means of renewing a Sor- 
row, it was very viſible 1 at Times very in- 
differently ſmothered: However, keeping my 
2 lt 4 own 


4 
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own Reaſons to myſelf, as I had taken the 
Reſolution, I accompany'd ' him. 


CHAP. EX. 
The Author and Mr. Heartly go into the Coun- 
try. Some new Schemes of Gayton's and 
Miß Lamour's, Heartly uneaſy, and why. 
A Reconciliation.” A Stranger arrives in 
Ton With ſundry other Things, proper for 
. be Reader io be acquainted with. 


HIS was a neceſſary, but a very me- 
lancholy Journey to me. When I 

came to my Houſe, my Wife was here— 
was there—was every where. She was con- 
tinually ſkimming before my Eyes. Here 
ſhe bloomed, and all her Beauties preſented 
themſelves to my Ideas as alive—Here what 
Muſick hung upon her Words How en- 
dearing were her Expreſſions !—Here, I cried 
to myſelf, ſhe faded Here Death made a 
cruel Feaſt Here drooped the Lilly and 
the Roſe !—My Heart was ready to burſt— 
How dreary ſeemed the Place, where once 

Love kept a gay Court! 

Ar my own Houſe, I found Things be- 
yond my Expectation; and giving what Or- 
ders I thought neceſſary, after a Stay of two 
Days, we returned. Heartly indeed had very 
kindly, while we were there, let me have 
my own Way, never offering to divert my 
. but, upon the Road, told me, he 
thought 
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- thought it Time to aſk me for ſome of my 
Company. OF 
WIEN we came to Mr. Freeborn's, I found 
Miſs Steddy there, agreeable to an Invitation 
ſhe had received from Mis ; ſo that I very 
aſſiduouſly ſeemed to make my Addrefles to 
her while ſhe ſtayed, which was about a Fort- 
night. I alſo remembered what Fainall had 
ſaid to me, and ſpoke to her about it. She 
told me, ſhe knew that Miſs Heartiy had no 
Diſlike to him, but they had quarrelled 
about a Squirrel; yet that would have been 
made up, had not the Affair of the Letters 
happened. She was,” added ſhe, © in a 
« terrible Fright, leſt her Brother had read 
% them. She ſhowed them to me; and, in- 
& deed, I think ſhe gave him Encourage- 


„ ment enough. She is perfeQly eaſy now 


< ſhe has them in her own Poſſeſſion, and I 
<« believe it will be a very difficult Matter to 
« bring them together again—Women ſel- 
% dom forgive thoſe who boaſt of their Fa- 
« yours, be they ever ſo trifling.“ 

Wu Miſs Steddy was in Town, it was 
all a Scene of Pleaſure. We went to every 
Place we could almoſt think of, or the Time 
permit, and Hearily was in a very particular 
Manner obliging to her, which, unperceiv- 
ed, diſpleaſed Miſs Freeborn, Notwithſtand- 
ing her good Senſe, ſhe took it into her 
Head, that Heartly ought to be civil to no 
one but her, and attributed his genteel Be- 
haviour to a Liking he had taken, She let 

5 "M3 the 
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6 Devil Jealouſy into her Thoughts, and 
gave herſelf up to be govern'd by chat tor- 
menting Fiend. 

Mx. Freeborn was concerned, to percei ve 
an Alteration in his Daughter. She waſted 
—ſhe pined —ſhe grew melancholy, and 
lov'd to be alone. Heartly was truly con- 
cerned—but no one could diſcover what ail- 
ed her. She grew very fond of Miſs La- 
mour, and made her the Confident. Gaytos 
was ſoon apprized of it, and renewed his 
Courtſhip by Letters; which ſhe very im- 

prudently received, tho' ſhe never could be 

Nevslle upon to write him an Anſwer. 
Mis Lamour encouraged her in her Suſpici- 
ons, and ſeemed very full of Buſineſs. 

HEARTLY and I went often to his Mo- 
 ther's; I to viſit Clarinda, he to ſhew a filial 
Regard. By ſome Means or other, all our 
Tittle Diverſions in the Country Miſs Freeborn 
knew, before we told her, tho' we would 
never have gone without her. She conſtant- 
ly refuſed to go with us; ſaying, She ſhould 
partake of our Amuſements, tho' ſhe was 
not with us. We knew no Body but Miſs 
Lamour could tell her; but then how came 
Miſs Lamour to know? that greatly ſurprized 
1 DE: 

HEART L, at laſt, ſeem'd diſpleaſed 
with Miſs Fretbors 8 Behaviour, and ſaid, He 
would know the Truth: „I ſuſpect,“ 20d 
ed he, „ Lamour has made ſome Miſchief; 
* but, as I never * Occalion for any «of 
c6 0 
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« of Treatment of this Kind, I expect Miſs 
60 Freeborn 1 deal ingenuoufly by me and 
<« tell me.“ He accordingly ſpoke to her-— 
She denied giving him any ſatisfactory An- 


ſwer; only ſaying, *+ I am not flighted by 
& every Bod 


Tris —_ him, * he expoſtulated 


pretty warmly with her — Still ſhe perſiſted 
in her Refuſal; only telling him, She had 
been impoſed upon, but Death would make 
her eaſy. This made him mad, and gave her 
great Satisfaction, ſe very cooly regarding 
his Uneaſineſs. He begged me to diſcover 
the Matter, if poſhble. All I could ſay to 
her availed as little, as all he had ſaid : How- 
ever, it was my good Fortune at laft to un- 
ravel the Myſtery. 

I were to viſit Clarinda by myſelf, Heart- 
1y giving cloſe Attendance, as he really lov- 
ed her, to Miſs Freeborn. Clarinda told me, 
ſhe had receiv'd a very odd Letter, by the 
laſt Poſt: ++ And if,” ſays ſhe, I was in- 
«+. chnable to be jealous, I think I have Rea- 
* ſon for it. Pray read it, for Ido not 
„ know what to make of it; nor did I ex- 
ce pect ſuch a one, from Miſe Freeborn,” I 
took the Letter, and read as follows: 


a es Mapa 11 
"OUR Letters; ſince I have had the 


Honour of your Acquaintance, have 
9 aa been agreeable to me, and given 
me real Pleaſure in the Peruſal. You are 


855 very 
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very happy in your Talents, but I can ſee 


46 
cc 


«a 


through all the little Arts made uſe of to 
impoſe upon me. I deſpiſe all Art, and I 
think it Time our Correſpondence was at 
an End. I wiſh you Joy of your. new 
* Conqueſt—Your Charms, I confeſs, are. 
„ powerful. ; 


& Tam Yours, Madam, 
« ANNEFR E EBORN. 


I srTood conſidering a long while, and 
Clarinda went on“ | find, Sir, you have 
made your Addreſſes to Miſs Freeborn, and 
it is 1 that ought to ſee through Art. If 
* ſhe had a Mind to you, why ſo much 
« Pains to recommend you to me? But I 
cannot think it—She is impoſed upon, and 
<< would impoſe upon me—l cannot make 
any Thing of it — I cannot think you 
„would be ſo baſe to your Friend, Mr. 
« Heartly.” As to me,” I anſwered, © pray 
make yourſelf eaſy—1 never paid the leaſt 
< Addreſs to her Here is ſomething deeper 
„A will be hanged if ſhe is not jealous of 
% Heartly. He has treated you with fo 
* much Civility, and has lately accompany'd 
& me hither ſo often, that muſt be it. She 
„ has fancied ſhe has Reaſons to be jealous, 
„ and will not take the Pains to undeceive 
herſelf. I pity her I pity Hearily.—But 
% what ſurprizes me is, that ſhe always knew 
„ what we did here.” 


6c 
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CLARINDA anſwered, „ She could 
t not conceive how that was poſſible— But, 
ſays ſne, to drop this diſagreeable Subject; 
% have News to tell you Mr. Reddy and 
c a fine foppiſh Gentleman are at Mr. Fain- 
„ als, and have been backwards and for- 
« wards ſome Time.“ „Say you ſo, Ma- 
« dam!” I replied, + I am got upon the 
„ right Scent—There ſprings all this Con- 
e fuſion—Let us take a Walk that Way. 
Has Fainall been to fee Miſs Heartly yet?“ 
Fes, ſhe anſwered, © but ſhe will not 
« admit him.“ No Matter,” I replied, I 
vill call upon him, and introduce him my- 
“ ſelf, elſe ] ſhall never get out the Truth; 
„and it is neceſſary to her Brother's Peace, 
% that ſhe ſees him—ſo I would have you 
„ prepare her, and I will bring Fainall with 
60 me.“ i 
ACCORDINGLY, as if by Accident, I called 

upon him; and, very luckily, his Friends 
were gone to London. He very readily told 
me Gayton and he had made it up, and that 
he and another Gentleman had been pretty 
much with him lately. In Return, I let him. 
know I had ſpoke to Mr. Heartly, as he de- 
fired me, and that Affair was alſo made up: 
But,“ ſays he, I cannot make it up with 
the Siſter.“ Oh!“ I anſwered, © come 
„ along with me, and I will try what is to be 
„ done.” He thanked me, and we went 
together. e 
| I vip 
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1 pip not find her, for a good while, ſo 
compliant as I could wiſh : However at laſt 

a Reconciliation was made, I am convinced, 
to their mutual Satisfaction, and he had Li- 
Bert to renew his Viſits. 

ArTER Dinner, I took him aſide; SY | 
after being loaded with Thanks for the great 
Service I had done, I aſked him ſome Queſ 
tions, relative to the Diſcovery I wanted to 
make ; and, after promiſing him his Name 
ſhould Mever be mentioned, I got the 
following Account from him— That, when 
Hrariiy and I came down here, Gayton gene- 
rally came juſt before us, employed his Man 
to watch us, and conſtantly ſent him away 
with a Letter before we went, always charge- 
ing him to make the utmoſt Haſte — That 
he once heard Gayton ſay, He would be even 
with Heartiy, but that he never was privy to 
what was in any of the Letters. 

I, BEING now perfectly fatisfied, thought 
it would be no difficult Matter to make Mifs 
Freeborn aſhamed of her Suſpicions; though, 
within my own Mind I reſolved ſhe. fhould 
feel a little. After Fainall was gone, I aſked 
Clarinda what anſwer I ſhould carry to the 
Letter? She anſwered, None.” Come, 
ſaid 1, let me indite one, and you copy 
< it,” and then told her my Intention: Add- 
ing, „This little Quarrel will occaſion a 

«© great deal of Mirth one Day or another” 
Upon which I wrote as follows: 5 
« MApaMu, 
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« MADA M, 

TAM a good deal ſarprized at the Al- 
„ teration in your Stile I endeavour to 
% conform to it This puts an End to our 
4 Correſpondence. My ſincere Compliments 
« to Mr. Heartly; and tell him, I. take it 
« unkind he lets his Friend come alone. 
« My Conqueſt I am proud of; and, if my 
« powerful Charms can ſecure it, they ſhall. 
„% am, Madam, Yours, 


bra ANNA-MARIA ST. EDDY.” F 


Turs, at my Return, I took an . 
nity to give to Miſs Freeborn when ſhe was 
alone, and I perceiv'd it made her quite un- 
eaſy. What is the Matter, Miſs ?” I ſaid; 
< I hope 1 have brought you no News which 
can occaſion you any Vexation.“ I am 
«« mad,” ſhe replied Read this My Suſ⸗ 
picions are too true — The Creature owns it 
My Friends have been true Friends—LI 
% have had a faithful Account Baſe Heari- 
& ty, I know nothing,” I ſaid, after I had 
read the Letter, ** which could occaſion this 
0 Alteration of Stile—You muſt inform me 
<« of that—Indeed IT think I am oblig'd to 
« you for ſhewing it to me, for I ſhould not 
„ otherwiſe have known how much Miſs 
« Steddy regards me—1 ſhall grow proud of 
„ myſelf.” «© Regard you! You have no 
Eyes !—lIt is Zeartly ſhe means,” ſhe an- 
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& ſwered ; you are their Dupe, as well as I 
& —TheSorcereſs !—But let him take her!“ 
Miss, I replied, „you make me 
„ aſhamed of your groundleſs Suſpicions. 
«© Miſs Szeddy has agreed to leave it to your 
« Father; and, when he has given his Opi- 


„ nion what Proviſion is to be made for her, 


& ſhe has aſſured me ſhe will make no un- 
«© neceſlary Delays. You wrong my Friend, 
* by your Conduct A Man who loves you. 


« By your ill-grounded Jealouſy, you wrong, 
„ young Lady of Merit—Will my Mar- 


* riage with her open your Eyes? Have 
« your good Friends told you, Heartly and 
„ have agreed to be married on one Day? 
&« —] aſſure you I know your Story-bringer, 
« and her Agents—lI know too their Reaſons 
« for acting ſo What did you ever obſerve 
« in Heartly's Behaviour, that you can ſuſ- 
« pect him capable of acting the Villain's 
« Part?—Capable of being falſe to you and 
„ me — In Love and Friendſhip both you 
*6 make him a Villain.” | 

„ My God!” ſaid ſhe, © where would 
4 you drive me to? I would think as well 
« of him as you do, but I cannot.” © In- 
« deed, Miſs, you have no other Reaſon,” I 
anſwered. ** What a Fret that Letter has 
e put you into, which I indited myſelf—In- 
4 deed Miſs Steddy pities you. ſhe ſhowed 
« me your ſhort Epiſtle, and you have a 
« proper Anſwer.” Lou indite it!“ She 
' replied—*< What a Fool have I been !—Does 
. & Heartly 
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„ FHearitly know it?” I aſſured her he did 
not, and told her how Gayton had atted— 


«© Then,” ſhe cry'd out, I am ruined—. 


&« Heartly will deſpiſe me — I have received 
Letters from Gayton, tho' I have never an- 
„ ſwered them. What will Heartly fay !— 
„How will Miſs Steddy look upon me !— 
4 am loſt for ever!“ 

SHE now really claimed my Aſſiſtance; 
and I gave it as my Advice, when Miſs La- 
mour came again, to tell her, She thanked 
her for her Friendſhip, but, as ſhe found Mr. 
Heartly was to be her Huſband, ſhe thought 
herſelf obliged to return Mr. Gayton's Let- 
ters: And if ſhe refuſes to carry them 
& back,” I added, << tell her, in a perempto- 
„ ry Manner, you will then engage me to do 
„it, for will not have Heartly at all appear 
in it At a proper Time he ſhall know all. 
„In the mean Time, re- aſſume your good 
«© Humour, and take your own Opportunity 
% to inform him—lIt will be better from you 
& than me.” | 

SHE was very much oblig'd to me, and 


acted as I directed. She informed me, Miſs 


Lamour was aſtoniſhed when ſhe gave her the 
Letters back, but that ſhe took them. She 
was now perfectly at Peace, in her own 


Mind; and ſo prudently diſcovered all to 


Heartiy, that he was ſatisfied even with her 
Jealouſy, as it proceeded from her Love. 
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c HA P. X. 

Mr. Williams and his Aunt come 10 Town. 
Her Account of her Huſband and herſelf. A 
Fourney into the Country. A Quarrel. A 
Reconciliation. Many Matters of C e 

and a z Froſpect of three N. tte Wk 
FT ER every Thing was enled's to the 
Satisfaction of Mr. Freeborn, in his 
Rar by the Recovery of his Daughter. 
we agreed to pay Miſs Steddy a Viſit; and 


Heartily, Miſs, and I went. When the young 


Ladies met, Miſs Freeborn faid, « My — 
« forgive me: Fam aſhamed to ſee you, but 


I have brought two Advocates—l will never | 


“ offend you more. 

THIS was ſoon. granted, and ſhe was oblig'd 
to bear a few balnieal Strokes. Mr. Fainall 
waited upon :Heartly, and had his Permiſſion 
to court his Siſter. He informed me, That 
Gayton had receiv'd a Packet, which ſeemed 
greatly to diſcompoſe his Schemes“ I gueſs 


2 it did,“ I replied ; as I concluded, Miſs | 


Lamour had ſent him his Letters again. 

In the Evening, as we were walking out, 
wie met Gayton and Reddy. Reddy knew Cla- 
rinda; and, among his Compliments, told 
her, If he had known ſhe had been there, 
he ſhould have waited upon her: Adding, 
„ I fee Mr. 4 — is with e For- 
<« tune ſecures you Admirers. To which 
Clarinaa replied, © Sir, ſhall I inform him 
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ce what you fay 2”? & No, by no Means,” he 
% anſwered ; it is only my Conjecture, Miſs 

c —] beg Pardon.“ 

GAYTON whiſpered Miſs Freeborn, That 
it was cruel to return his Letters It was a 
ſevere Pumſhment. She anſwered, „Sir, 


„I was difordered, and an artful Advantage 


taken of my Diſorder : I am now recover- 
<« ed, and find myſelf impoſed upon. When 
% I was ill, I received them; now I am well, 


% have not thought them worth keeping. 


« Your kind Friend, I ſuppoſe, gave you my 
& Reaſons.” pon which he and Mr. Reddy 
continued their Walk. 

WE were very merry at Mr. Gayton's Pu- 
niſhment and Mr. Reddy's Conjecture, when 
we were informed of them: And nothing 
could have happened better, for -Heartly was 
yet a Stranger to her having had any Letters; 
but finding they were returned, with ſo good 
an Excuſe for having received them, it paſſed 
over beyond my Expectation. 

WukN we came back to Town, I was 
agreeably ſurprized to find Mr. Williams was 
in London. He had accompany'd his Aunt, 


for the Pleaſure, as he told her, of paying me 


a Viſit. She was at Mr. #reeborn's, but he, 
finding me out of Town, was gone to the 
Blue-Boar Inn, in Holborn ; thither I hurried, 
and found him. He then informed me of 
the real Buſineſs which brought him up; 
« For,” ſaid he, „merely to ſee you, had 


not now brought me from Home It was 


& {ome 


* 
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< ſome Inducement—But a Relation of my 
„ Uncle's left him, when it was imagined 
% he was loſt, for no one could give any Ac- 
count of him, one Hundred Pounds per 
„„ Annum. This was left in Truſt for him, 
and was to be given to him, if ever he 
&« was found; or to.his Children, if he left 
.« any—My Aunt knows nothing of this. 
„When I came to my Eſtate, as there was 
% no News of my Uncle, I claimed it as | 
next Heir; but, not chuſing to involve 
+. myſelf in a Law-Suit, as I could not prove 
„e his Death, I dropped my Claim, and I 
„believe the Executors of the Truſtees have 
„long conſidered the Eſtate as their own. 
«© They have ſold a great deal of Timber 
lately off it; and for the Pleaſure of ſee- 
ing theſe Gentlemen undeceived, and re- 
bt, . imburſe, is the true Motive of this long 
Journey? e 
* I sTAYED with him at his Inn all Night, 
and the next Day introduced him to Mr. 
Freeborn; to whom he told the Story, and 
named who were the Truſtees, and who B 
were the preſent acting ones under their 
Wills. Mr. Freeborn ſhook his Head, ſay- | 
ing, „I know ſome of them—It will be a 
„ moſt mortifying Stroke. The Arrears 
„ are pretty long: However, we will ſay | 
nothing yet, but let it reſt. Is the Eſtate 
„ near you, Sir?” „Ves, anſwered Mr. | 
Williams, ** with a very pretty Houſe upon | 
“it, but that is gone to Ruin“ —“ Well | 
: k | th en,” 
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then,” he replied, it muſt be repaired ; but 
c there is no Reaſon to tell Mrs. Williams 
about it. We will go to the Gentlemen 
«© To-morrow, and hear what they ſay. I 
« ſhould be glad to ſurprize her with her 
«© good Fortune, without her being at any 
% Trouble” — When being told Dinner was 
ready, we went into the Parlour. 3 
AFTER we had dined, Mr. Freeborn aſked 
Mrs. Williams ſeveral Queſtions, relating to 
her Huſband ; as where he had reſided, be- 
fore he ſettled at Liſbon, &c. faying, It is 
* not above ten Years ſince he came there” 
pon which ſhe gave us the following Ac- 
count. | 
„Tu firſt Knowledge I had of Mr. 
&« Williams was in the Eaſt-Indies, where I 
% was born. He came over in the Compa- 
„ ny's Service, at about ſixteen Years of 
Age, by the Name of Hazard. This is 
&« forty Years ago—l was but a little Girl. 
«© He behaved himſelf extremely well, and 
„% as he advanced ſtill in Years was promo- 
„% ted. As I grew up, he made his Ad- 
« dreſſes to me; and, when I was about 
« Eighteen, we were married, with my 
«© Father's Conſent. 
O the Morning of the Wedding-Day 
« he came to my Father, and, with great 
« Uneaſineſs, told him, He had a Secret to 
«© impart to him; and then informed him, 
„ that his Name was not Hazard, but Wil- 
* {iams, of a conſiderable Family (as I find 
5 | TY 
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« it) in the Weſt of England: That he had 


„ run away from his Friends, and did not 
„ defire they ſhould ever know where he 
& was, or what became of him; yet, leſt 
„ his Children ſhould be prejudiced, he 
« thought it proper to tell him, and deſired 
ce we might be married by his real Name, 
c though we ſhould ſtill go by that of Ha- 
& zard. This my Father eſteemed as a 
& Proof of his Honeſty ; and the Ceremony 
<« was perform'd, and my Certificate, pro- 

“ perly witnels' d, is in the Name of With 

e hams. 
„ AFTER my Father's Death, having con- 
& tracted an Intimacy with a Portugueſe, he 
ce obtained Leave to quit the Company's ſer- 
& vice, and came with his Friend and ſettled 
& at Liſbon; where, concluding all Enquiry 
4% was over concerning him, he aſſumed 
<« again his real Name; ſince which Time, 
% you know his Affairs better than myſelf, 
% We had ſeveral Children; but only the 
4 Daughter, who is at the Boarding-School, 
is living.” 

Ms. Williams, perceiving ſhe had done, 
| ſaid, & Madam, you have not told us what 
„ he did, that occaſion'd him to leave his 
* Friends.” She reply'd, She never had 
heard. Then,” he anſwered, “ can in- 
« form you. My Great-Uncle was very fond 
& of his Garden, and had. in it what was, at 
« that Time of Day, reckoned very fine 
. Fruit. My Uncle, thinking he was too 
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e ſparing of it, one. Night robbed him of 
the beſt. The old Gentleman was angry, 
ce yet had no Suſpicion of his Nephew ; Who, 
„ having an Accomplice, and a great Re- 
0 ward being offered, fearful, of a Diſcovery, 
& run away. Some Time after he was 
«© gone, he ſent a Letter to let him know, 
& he was the Perſon who took his Fruit: 
“That being aſnamed of what he had done, 
„ he could never bear to ſee him again, and 


< had taken Care he would not be diſcovers 


„ ed. Indeed he made bold; when he went 
<< away, with a few Guineas, and a remark- 
«© able Medal of King Charles the Firſt. 
$ The old Gentleman laughed at the Loſs 
“ of his Money, ſaying, The young Rogue 
Was not to be blamed: for taking a little to 
« ſupport him.” „ The Medal, Ar,” {aid 
«© Mrs. Hillams, I have now.” 
Ar ER Dinner Williams, his Aunt, aud 
went to the School, to ſee his Couſin. Miſs 
was greatly pleaſed, as thinking the, Pime of 
her Releaſe was come; but her Mamma had 
no ſuch Intention. She was very well ſatiſ⸗ 
fied with the Care taken of her there, and 
prudently thought Reſtraint could do no Pre- 
judice to one, who had ſhowed herſelf ſo 
ready to make an ill Uſe of Liberty. Mrs. 
Williams told her, how kindly: ſhe had been 
received by her Father's, Relations, and what 
Figure they made in the Country; and that, 
at a proper Time, _ ſhould be ſent for 
from School. 

| Mr 


* 
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My Friend, as .we returned, expreſſed 
great Pleaſure in ſeeing his Niece, but thought 
ſhe was too old to be kept at School; yet, 
when he knew the Reaſon, he acquieſced. 
The next Day, according to Appointment, 
Mr. Freeborn, Mr. Williams, and I went 
among the Truſtees, They were greatly em- 
barraſſed, yet they all agreed in one Anſwer, 
viz, That they were ready to reſign their 
Truſt and come to an Account, but they 
muſt have full Satisfaction the Huſband of 
Mrs. Williams was really the Perſon meant in 
the Will. Mr. Freeborn anſwered, he could 
not tell what Proof they might expect : That 
the Heir at Law was preſent, and acknow- 
ledged Mrs Williamss Claim: That the 
Time of his coming to the Eaſt-Indies, his 
Age, and his own Caution in being married 
in his real Name, though he went long after 
by a fiftitious one, were, he thought, ſuffici- 
ent Proofs : That, unleſs he had come to 
England, it was impoſlible to bring other. 
Indeed had he lived to have made the Claim 
himſelf, ſome old People might have been 
found to have ſupported it upon Evidence. 
That Mrs. Williams's Circumſtances were 
above her thinking to impoſe upon them : 
Adding, Even now. ſhe does not know 
cc what ſhe is intitled to However, at laſt 
it was agreed, they ſhould all meet in the 
Evening. | 

Mas. Williams, upon our Return was ac- 
quainted with the Buſineſs we had been up- 
Z OY on; 
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on; and received Aſſurances from her Ne- 


phew of his Aſſiſtance, in Caſe ſhe was, 
obliged to have Recourſe to Law: Mr. Free- 


born was of Opinion, they would not go to 


Law: In which Heurtiy joined, ſaying, 
„J think, if any Thing makes them ſtick 
5 out, it will be the Point of refunding; for 
& though they have divided but a Trifle. a 
% Year among them, it amounts to a good 
& deal now to return. If it was mine, ra- 


ther than be plagu'd with a-ten Years Suit, 


e may be, I would take it as it is, and be 


& contented." | 

Mas. Williams agreed to leave it to Mr: 
Freeborn and her Nephew, and ſhe would 
abide by their Reſolutions. Madam,“ ſaid 


her Nephew, I have a Copy of my Uncle's 


Will; and pray favour me with the Me- 


& dal, it may be of Uſe.“ 
| In the Evening we went again, and found 
the four Gentlemen together. They ſeem- 
ed a good while to inſiſt upon not giving up 
the Truſt, till they were compelled. ' Mr. 
Williams then aſked them, If they had a 
Copy of the Will with them ? They anſwer- 
ed, they had not. Then TI have,” faid he, 


and produced it. In it was this Clauſe; J 


bequeath alſo to my Nephew, the Medal of. King 


Charles the Firſt ; which is marked with the Ini- 


tials of my own Name, and which is now in bis 
Cuſtody, * Now, Gentlemen, this Medal 
« has luckily been preſerved, and been in 

F - my 
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& my Aunt's keeping ever ſince the Day 
“of her Marriage : This, ſure, is a ſuffici- 
ic ent Proof.” | 

Ar laſt, after many Arguments, it was 
agreed, That they would deliver up the 


Eſtate, and allow Four Hundred Pounds to- 


wards Repairs; which was accepted, and we 


parted. Mrs. Williams was ſatisfied; and 


all Things conſidered, it was as well as we 
could expect, without Trouble or Expence. 


I then engaged Williams to bear me Compa- 
ny the next Day a few Miles, to which he 


readily conſented ; and, about Noon, we 


came to Mrs. Heartly 8, where he expreſſed 


reat Satisfaction at ſeeing Clarinda again. 
She then told me, Mr. Reday had been to 
pay her a Viſit ; but happening not to know 


er Name, was denied, and went about his 
Buſineſs in ſeeming Dudgeon. What,” 


ſays Williams, is that buſy Gentleman on 
„this Side of the Country? We had him 
« ſome Time ago in the Weſt, but his Am- 


& bition occaſioned his leaving us. He fan- 


& cied himſelf in Love with an Heireſs, and 
de teized her ſo with his Impertinence, that 
ct the Gentleman, who made his Addreſſes 
« to her, threaten'd to cudgel him.“ „Poor 
« Reddy! replied Clarinda, ** he is very 


„ unfortunate in his Love, He makes Love 
<« in every Place he reſides at, and meets in 
Return with nothing but Contempt.“ I 


anſwered, That was very true, but it was 
owing to his addreſſing himſelf out of his 
Sphere; 3 
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Sphere; and it was my Qpinien, * Jet he 
would carry Miſs Lamour. | 
. WulLz wen were diſcourſing, Mr. Reddy 
came and ęnquired for me and, being ad- 
mitted, immediately addreſſed. "hiraſelf to 
Clarinda — . Madam,” faid he, | did my- 
e ſelf the Honour Yeſterday to enquire for 
vou, and I was told you was not here.“ 
40 « Prat, Sir,” ſaid Clarinda, who did you 
< enquire for ?”:<* for Miſs C,“ he replied. 
« Sir,” ſaid ſhe, & that is not my Name 
4% My Name is S teddy. Goodlack !“ he 
replied, & how ſhould 1 know that! But Wo- 
e men change their Names, when they mar- 
« ry did not really think you had been a 
« Widow.” Nor am ! one, ſhe anſwered, 
ee, It. is no Buſineſs of mine, ſaid he, in- 
% deed; yet | cannot gonceive how it is !” 
. No, ſaid Williams; ſuppoſe the young 
0 has: ch changed her Name for a For- 
tune that is fich iT: 4, Aye. indeed,” . 
5 that—But 


Then, 9 5 2 — to ine, 66. "> I think 
you married, Miſs Merit— A very pretty 
6 Lady; 1 hope ſhe is well.” Then to me, 
„ Sir, 1 thould be glad to ſpeak with you” 
— Upon which I took him into the Garden; 
where I was informed, That he found no 
Likelihood of ſucceeding with Miſs Lamour ; 
that ſhe uſed him worſe than ever; that bis 
Pocket could not long hold out in the Com- 
* pany 
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pany he kept, and withed : would tell him | 
what he could do. 
I $INCERELY told hb: any" Advice was, 
That he ſhould putchaſe ſome Place before 
his Fortune was quite exhauſted; and toavoid 
making Love, by all Means.“ What! and 
„never ſee her more!” he ſighed out. 
« Nay, Sir,” ſaid I, „ if you are fo fond of 
ce ill Uſage, pray putſue your own Courſe.” 
« Nay,” he anfwered, 1 have Reaſon to 
believe Gayton and ſhe a are too great ſaw 
„ ſomething between-theth I did not like, ſo 
« I will reſolve to follow your Advice. 80 
taking his Leave of me; he went to Fainall 5 
where 1 underſtood Miſs Lamour and”Ghyton 
were. 7 i trie 107 

Ir happemd at Afternoon 1 werit 10 Mr. 
Fainall's, where T ound they had *been in 
great Confuſion. | Ready had: breathed out 
his Love and Sulpicions*ogether 46 Miſs La- 
mour, When he was preparing totake his laſt 
Adieu. She grew angry"! and had thrown 
a Whip. ſillabub in his'Face, and 'Gaytby had 
horſe-whipped him: At laſt upon diſbelieve- 
ing his own Eyes, and aſking Pardon, ſhe 
had forgiven him, imputing his Miſtake to 
his Love; and, juſt as I enter'd, ſhe was 
faying, © Well, I find you love me. in Ear- 
“ neſt ; for the future, Mr. Reday, I will 
ce uſe you better and very familiarly afk d 
me, If ſhe was not too good- natur d, to par- 
don a Wretch who had dared to impeach 


ber Character? I _ gueſſed why he was 


re-admitted 
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re: admitted into Favour, and concluded it 
would ſoon be a Match; tho' I intended, if 
it was in my Power, to prevent it. 

As we had no great Buſineſs in Town, 
and was happy in being. with Clarinda, we 
agreed to ſtay Sunday over. On the Saturday 
came Hearily and Miſs Freeborn, late in the 
Evening; telling us, They came to ſee if 
we were run away; Though,” ſays Miſs, 
„ my Papa .excuſes Mr. A—, and ſays he 
„ ought to make Hay while the Sun ſhines: 
% We expect him and Mrs: Williams here 
% To'morrow Morning betimes—They have 
T given us a Sort of a Promiſe.” | 

Her Speech occaſioned Williams to 1555 
at me, and then at Clarinda. She bluſhed, 
and he ſmiled. Well,” fays he, © I im- 
« agined. it, and now I am confirmed—1 
4e think it ought to be no otherwiſe I am 
6 no Stranger to the Paſſion he once pro- 
„ feſſed for you.” ' Oh! Sir,” cried Miſs 
Freeborn, then you have ſeen that Lady 
<< before.” Yes, Miſs,” be anſwered, „and 
„ ſhe is ſurprizingly good- natur' d. Very 
& well, Miſs Steddy, ſhe: replied ; « my 
6 Papa has no Occaſion to be conſulted 
„% Well, J am ſure he will be pleaſed.” 

G 4 RIND A was in ſome Confuſion, 
but at laſt ſaid; “ Since. it is out, let it go. 
*I do not deny that I had a Regard for 
«© Mr. 4—— ; but, finding him engaged) 
to one more deſerving, I could only re- 
* ſive: to have no one. Since he has been 
| BE 3 | unt 
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at Liberty to make another Choice, he 
has addreſſed himſelf to me he beſt can 


'C 


6 


tell his Reception—Tho' I am almoſt an- 
_«« gry with Mr. Williams for telling fo 
% much.” Indeed,“ ſaid I, „it is my 
« Fault: I never intended to keep any 
„ Thing a Secret from my Friends, but Þ 


„thought Mr. Williams would readily have 


„ guefled my Buſineſs, when I brought him 
here to ſee you. As to Mr. Heartly, it is 
% his Fault Miſs Szeday, as well as Miſs Free- 
horn, have not changed their Names.” 
Miſs Freeborn, colouring, ſaid, ** q think T 
„% have Reaſon to be angry now.” In- 
« deed I think you have,” I anſwered, 
with Mr. Heartly, for delaying our Hap- 
«« pineſs ſo long: Heartly replied, Every 
„% Thing is near ready, and then let us ſee 
„ who makes Delays.” | 
In the Morning came Mr. Freeborn and 
Mrs. Williams; and, about Eleven, Mr. 
Fainall and Reddy, to call us to Church. I 
aſked where the reſt of his Viſitors were ? 
And Fainall anſwered, «© Not Half dreſſed; 
they intend to come to Church, but it 
4 will be late firſt.” .“. | 
In the Middle of Sermon e in 
came Gayton and Miſs Lamour. She ſeem'd 
a good deal dathed, to ſee ſo many together. 
Clarinda and ſhe regarded one another pretty- 
much. Gayton indeed had ſeen her before, 
and, by his whiſpering, gave her what In- 
formation he could: For after Service, o_ 
er 
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her Compliments to the Company, ſhe told 
me, She was glad to find that 1 was not ſo 
inſenſible as ſhe thought me. 

As Heartly found Mr. Fainall had renewed 
his Viſits, he enquir*d of his Mother upon 
what Footing he came? Who anſwered him, 
She believed his Siſter had no Diſlike to Mr. 
Fainall, and, if he did not diſapprove of it, 
it might be a Match. He ſaid, as before, 
He had no Objection, but would have his 
Siſter . well: Adding, My own 
« Wedding will be ſoon, and, if they are 
„ agreed, her's may be at the ſame Time.“ 

Mx. Freeborn had been informed by his 
Daughter, that Miſs Steddy and I were 
agreed, and he was very pleaſant upon her. 
She aſſured him, ſhe had deſigned to have 
acquainted him; “ Yes, yes,” he replied, 
„you would have aſked my Advice, after 
„you had determin'd to follow your own. 
« | am glad, however, your Reſolution 
„agrees with the Advice I ſhould have 
„given. You Brides will keep one another 
jn Countenance, for I hear we are to have 
three Weddings at once. I inſiſt upon 
&« giving the Dinner; and, if you have not 
10 engaged yourſelf, I offer to be your Fa- 
« ther.“ That, Sir,” ſhe anſwered, 1 
« promiſe you, you ſhall.” 

Mx. Freeborn afterwards called me Son; 
as he came to me in the Garden—l was 
ſtartled— O!“ ſays he, I am informed 
* how Things are ſettled. Miſs Steddy has 

F 4 “ promis'd 
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« promis'd me to be Father, ſo I may call 
« you Son—But pray no more of theſe ſly 
« Doings—I muſt have no private Marriage, 
« for I am reſolved to have the ſole Order- 
% ing and Management of theſe Weddings.” 
| I aſſured him, I had no Intention to have 
been married without his being privy to it, 
and he ſhould do as he'pleaſed. 
| In the Evening Reddy and Fainall came; 
and ſaid, Gayton and Miſs Lamour were gone 
for London, greatly chagrin d. Fainall in- 
formed me, by Way of Secret, That his 
Houſe-keeper had told him ſhe was ſure Miſs 
' _. Lamour was with Child: Adding, I do 
] % not know what to think of it! Their Be- 
| ce haviour, to be ſure, to one another is 
| every familiar, and gives Reaſon for Suſ- 
| « picion?” © Fainall, ſaid I, © by your 
«< own Deſire, I have again introduced you 
| % to Miſs Heartly, and your Addreſſes are 
| % countenanc'd by her Brother. You have 
| ce ſeen the gay World, and in Time left the 
« Follies. of it. Miſs Lamour will, by no 
% Means, be a fit Acquaintance for Mrs. 
% Fainall; and as you have lately been kind 
«© to Reach, let me beg of you, if you can, 
to prevent his Marriage there. I am cer- 
<« tain he is only intended to be the Screen 
« for Gayton's Vices, Tell Reddy your own 
« Suſpicions, and put him upon his Guard. 
« If your Houſe-keeper judges right, Gavton 
« will be in a ne, to get her off his 
Hands, 
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c Hands, and ſhe will wheedle Reddy into a 


& ſudden Marriage.“ 
FAINALL aſſured me he would, at 


that for the future he would not countenance 


them at his Houſe : <© For, ſays he, 1 
& plainly fee they are not agreeable to thoſe 
I muſt, and would live well with, if I am | 
« i] happy as to carry Miſs Heartly : Yet, 


<« tho” ſhe receives my Viſits, I can get no- 
& thing out of her, nor can [ diſcover whe- 


ce ther ſhe now will have me or not.” I af- 
terwards hinted this to Heartly,. and, in the 
Morning before he went to Town, he ſpoke 


pretty roundly to his Siſter, telling her, He 
did not underſtand her coquetiſh Airs; that 
he deſired her to give Mr. Fainall his An- 
ſwer; „For, I aſſure you, ſaid he, „ if I 


< find you encourage his Viſits, I ſhall take 
E it for granted he is agreeable to you, and 


« my Wedding-Day ſhall be yours.” 

Ms. Freeborn, he, and Mrs. Williams went 
to Town, leaving Miſs Freeborn with us. It 
was eaſy to obſerve Miſs Heartly was out of 


Humour. She had a! good deal of artful 


Cunning, and, tho” ſhe' was far from hand- 


ſome, expected a great deal of Courtſhip ; 


and did not know how to tell the Man ſhe 
liked, ſhe would give him her Conſent. At 
laſt ſhe unburthened herſelf to Miſs Steday 
and Miſs Freeborn, complaining how hard 
ſhe was uſed. They were againſt her, and 


told her, They thought her Brother had act- 
ed right: Miſs — telling her, She would 


F 5 tell 


22 — 
1 
3 net Lt — < 


— — 


— — 


— — — 88 1 — 


— 


14 

in 
0 
gs. 


7 
- 
| 


—— — < 


= " —— — 3 CH =. >> — £ 1 5 — 
— 44 — ; n * — — * — Ae. - ves. 
8 * hy »- . * = 2-V * 
OR POT AA ˙‚ AWG 


4 
6 
: 
I 
= 
1 
Fi 
5 
1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
1 
LY 
* 
* 


106 LOVE and FRIENDPS HI. 


tell Mr. Fainall herſelf, „And then you 
* may deny you like him, if you can. Miſs 


% Freeborn makes no Secret of the Eſteem 


„ ſhe has for your Brother; I have owned 
% mine for Mr. A——} and, when Mr. 


4 Fainall comes again, you ſhall give him 
4 his Anſwer.” 


SHE was a good deal confounded ; but it 


happen'd, as his Company was gone, he 
came juſt as we had dined. She redden'd, 
and the two Miſles tittered, and left the 
Room Williams and I followed them—Mrs. 
Heartly was out. What's the Matter La- 
% dies?” ſaid Y/illiams., © You will know 


b and by, anſwered Clarinda. Preſent- 


ly came Fainall and Miſs Heartiliy. Well, 


hat does ſhe ſay ?” ſaid Miſs Freeborn.” 


s Why, Miſs, at laſt,” replied Fainall, „ ſhe 
<« leaves it to her Brother.” «© Tf it is come 
«* to that, 1 ſaid, ſhe knows her Bro- 
“ ther's Mind, I aſſure you ; and you may 
< ſuppoſe yourſelf as happy as you pleaſe : 

Though, Miſs, I think, you might have 
« taken the Merit of diſpoſing of yourſelf, 


_ «« to yourſelf.” „Well then,” the replied, 
« I will,” and, turning to Fainall, Pfad, 


«« The fame Day theſe Ladies diſpoſe of 


* themſelves, I give you Leave to 2 me 


« By hows? 
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ence between the Behaviour of our Ladies 


obliged to me, for ſome Favours | had done 


vour. He ſeemed greatly pleaſed, and pro- 
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o 


5 3 


C | 
Some Account of Miſs Lamour's 7 ranſaftions. 


An Arreſt. An Eſcape—Aud other * 
of great Importance. 


— 4 


———— 


E paſſed our Time here very agree- 

ably, and Fainall had taken a good 
deal of Pains, and removed ſome of the Miſt 
from Mr. Reddy's Eyes. He began to find 
he was impoſed upon; and, being civilly 
treated by all our Company, that he had 
lately kept leſſened in his Opinion. He ob- 
ſerved to Fainall, there was a great Differ- 
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and Miſs Lamour's ; and ſaid, He was greatly 


him. This, one Morning, Fainall told me 
before him, 

I very frankly let Reddy know, that an 
Alteration in his Behaviour pleaſed ; and it 
was his own Fault, if ſomething better was 
not done for him That it was in Mr. MVil- 
liams's Power, and I believed he intended it, 
if he found he endeavoured to merit his Fa- 


- — 


miſed to be very circumſpect in his Actions. 
— In the Afternoon, he brought me the fol- 
lowing Letter, he had juſt recen. | 


« 81 R, 
HA E no Reaſons to give any Cre- 
dit to the Profethons you at Times have 
made 
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made me, or you would find Time to come 


to Town. I am filly enough to miſs your 
Company. If you have b Sincerity in 
you, let me ſee you. gi ays, he miſſes 
« his Friend. 

&« T am Yours, 


12M CATHERINE LAMOUR” 


1 ASKED him, What PLP IOW this was to 
„ have? I think,” he anſwered, „good 
« Manners obliges me to go and ſee her— 
„How kindly ſhe invites me!” „ And I 
« think,” I replied, you muſt not. Write 


an Anſwer—Pretend any Excuſe ; but go 


«© not by any Means. Here comes Mr. 
4 Mailliams, he ſhall decide between our dif- 
c ferent Opinions.“ He was of mine 


* 


% Write, write, he ſaid; by all Means, 


« excuſe yourſelf - But pray favour us with 
« a Sight of your Letter. It is not right to 
4 aſk it, but one Day or another you ſhall 
* know my Reaſon.” Accordingly he went 
into the Parlour, and the young Ladies, ſeeing 
him about Bufineſs, came to us. He ſoon 
returned, and, giving me his Anſwer, ſaid, 
4 think it mort, but ſmart.” It contained 


as fotos: 
8 Deas Miß Lamour, 
OURS was a Cordial to me — Can 
8 you then think of me How hard 
« is my Lot, that I cannot on the Wings of 


Love obey your Summons ! 1 have pro- 
2 ok 2 miſed 


& miſed my Friends my Company — If T 
& break my Promiſe, what will they think? 
« Tf 1 do not come, what will you think? 
« How I ſtruggle between Love and Friend- 
& ſhip! Love bids me go—Friendſhip bids 


< me ſtay. I will obtain Leave, as ſoon as 1 


& can, and come: Till when, if I am not 
s bleſſed with the Sight of you before, be- 
% lieve me to be, 


« From Mrs, 4 Dear Miſs, | 


„ Heartly's „„ Your moſt ſincere 
«< Parlour, % And bumble Admirer, 
« in Haſte. „ M. REDDY.” 


ILAUcHED to myſelf at reading it The 


Excuſe was indeed true, but then I found he 
was not ſufficiently weaned from his filly 
Paſſion for her. Clarinda aſked, What 1 
laughed at? My Letter, I ſuppoſe, Miſs,” 
„ anſwered Reddy. I juſt received this agree- 
% able Invitation from the young Lady who 
« was at Church on Sunday, and Mr. Wil- 
% hams and Mr. A—— will not let me go-— 
Here is her Billet, and this is my Anſwer.” 
4 Oh! Sir,” ſhe replied, after ſhe had read 
% them, they uſe you too ſeverely— They 
might have ſpared your Company, to com- 
& ply with a Lady's Requeſt.” I think fo, 
„ Miſs,” he ſaid; „ had as well go.” 
No, no,” ſhe anſwered, © we all beg you 
„ to ſtay. © It is very obliging,” anſwered 
Reddy; then I will,” and away he ſent his 

_. 
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110 Love and FRIENDSHIP. 
Letter. By the Return of the Poſt came a 
ſecond, to this Purport : 


„ SIR, 
OUR Vows were falſe, and I am 
c rightly ſerved, who gave any Credit 


8 to them Bo not tell me of your Love and 


10 Friendſhip! But, if ever you expect to ſee 

< my Face, come to me immediately. I am 

« not uſed to aſk {0 trifling a F avour, and be 
« denied. 

4 CAT HERINE LAMOUR.” 

Tuis he ſhowed to Fainall, and was pre- 


| paring to go with all Speed, when Williams 


and I dropped in. Whither now,” ſaid I, 


. * booted and ſpurred ?*' Upon which he 


told us; and that he ſhould loſe her for ever, 
if he did not go. We would not ſuffer him, 
obliging him to write another Excuſe ; tho 


it coſt us ſome Pains, to perſuade bim from 
his ruining himſelf. At laſt he wrote as 


follows: 


cc Dear Mik Lamour, 

A M the moſt unhappy Creature living! 
$6 « | — I gave you cogent Reaſons for my 
& not coming at your firſt Invitation—They 
ce ſtill ſubſiſt. I will come, poſſibly, within 
« a Fortnight ; 'till when, let me beg you 
« to take no Reſolution to the Prejudice, dear 

&« Miſs Lamour, of 

« Your moſt ſincere and faithful Admirer, 

* ANTHONY REDDY.” 
| WEN 
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Wuen this was gone, and my Gentle- 
man's Boots off again, Williams ſaid to him, 


Sir, you ought to be very thankful for this 


« our accidental Viſit : Had we not come, I am 
% miſtaken if you had not, by To-morrow 
« this Time, have been ruined—you would 
« have been married''—and then let him 


into ſome of Miſs Lamour's Behaviour. Reddy 


ſtared, and anſwered, That as ſhe was a 
Fortune, it was poſſible, though he had pro- 
miſed he would not marry without my Know- 
ledge, he might; if he had found her willing. 
«© A Fortune!“ ſaid I, «+ Mr. Reddy; pray 
“ how long would a Thouſand Pounds have 
« laſted you and her? She is ready to have 
% you, and if, after what you have heard, 


«« you are ready to have her, pray draw on 


« your Boots again, and ride away. A little 


% Delay can do no Harm—ſee what Anſwer 


« you have: But if you expect any Friend- 
« ſhip from us, you muſt not mention a 
« Tittle of this. If you ſtill are willing to 
„ have her, ſtay three or four Months, I am 
« ſure then you will thank us for our Ad- 
ce vice.“ He reply'd, He reaily loved her; 
but, as he was ſenſible we were above raiſing 
any Report without a proper Foundation, he 
would be entirely ruled by us. We were juſt 
upon going, when the three young Ladies 
came to fetch us; but, at Mr. Fainall's En- 
treaty, we all ſupped there. | 
Wes heard no more of the Affair *till the 
Fortnight's End, and then Gayton and Miſs 
| Lamour 
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112 Lover ond FERIENDS HIT. 
Lamour came down, but went back the next | 
Morning. | Reddy told us freely, he was fully | 
convinced of their having a Deſign upon him: 
That Gayton had preſſed him to take Miſs in 
the Humour ſhe was; ſaying, She is now 
of Age, and will have her Fortune imme 
& diately. I have done all I can to perſuade 
« her, as I promiſed, and it is your own 
« Fault if you have her not: And Miſs 
© treated me very. civilly, ſaid Reddy; 
© & however, I got off—But when we parted; 
« Gayton told me, I ſhould repentit.” Fainall 
ſaid; It was a very droll Scene; | Miſs Lamour 
uſing all her Art to coax Reddy, eying him 
with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, and foftly 
ſqueezing his . to N him to De. 
ftruction. . 

HEARTL often came dee ane 
2 Savin; and, being acquainted with the 
Story, ſaid almoſt: every Body ſpoke pretty 
freely of her, and Mr. Freeborn had paid her 
Money; telling her, He was going to retire 

from Buſineſs, and he ſhould concern himſelf 
with nothing more than his own Affairs. One 
Day, when he was with us, Reddy came run- 
ning in, frighted to Death, and erying out, 
« Hide me! hide me for God's ſake, hide 
c me!” and whipped into a Cloſet, and ſhut 
himſelf in. Preſently came two Men on 
Horſeback, and Half the Village with them, 
faying, Reddy had robbed thoſe two. Gentle 
men, and * we would not ſcreen 
him. | | 
] CONFESS 


* 
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I cor ESS theſe Gentlemen, as they were 
ſtiled, had much more the Looks of High- 
waymen than poor Reddy; but, when the 
Matter was enquired into, it appear'd they 
had arreſted him, as he was riding out, and 
inſiſted upon carrying him with them, with- 
out giving him Leave to ſend for any one; 
and, as they rode along, he had taken an 
Opportunity to gallop from them : That they 
cryed out, Stop Highwayman, in hopes to 
have re-taken him. Mr. Williams ſaid. 1 
« have ſerved the Office of High- Sheriff my- 
« ſelf, and if an Officer of mine had dared 
« to have done fo, I would have broke him. 
« Suppoſe this Gentleman had been ſhot ? 
<« [I think you two would have deſerv'd hang- 
“ ing.” Upon hearing this, the Country- 
men were angry; and, if we had given them 
the leaſt Encouragement, the two Gentle- 
men had undergone the Diſcipline of the 
CTC ff 
Tr Principal begged we would not con- 
ceal the Priſoner ; for as they had him in 

Cuſtody, and the Debt was large, it would 
be their Ruin. I anſwered, I hoped he did 
not expect we ſhould Set for him; and, when 
he had him, he might have kept him : And 
then aſked him, what was the 'Sum ? and at 
whoſe Suit? He replied, At Mr. Gayton's, 
for One Hundred Pounds. And where, 
ſaid I, „were you carrying the Priſoner ?” 
He anſwered, *<* To the Caſtle at Kingſton, 
where 
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where the Plantiff and a young Lady were 
waiting.” 

I pip them ſtay a little, and we would 


conſider what was to be done. Upon which 


we went in, and Fainall, hearing the Affair, 
came to us. We told Reddy what they ſaid 
— «6 As | hope for Mercy,” cry'd he, I 
« never borrow'd oneHalfpenny of him in my 
&« whole Life.” At laſt I propoſed to Wil- 
„ liams, that we ſhould all offer Bail; ſaying, 
„ imagined, they wanted to get Reddy to 
them, and frighten him into a Marriage.” 
They agreed to the Propoſal, and Mr. Wil. 
liams went to the Officers, and told them, 
They need be under no Concern for the Eſ- 


cape of their Priſoner, for the Gentlemen and 


himſelf would. give Bail. The Officers an- 
ſwered, They had Orders not to take Bail. 
Mr. Williams replied, They could not refuſe 
it ; but they might go as they came, for they 
ſhould not enter that Houſe : However, at 
laſt they accepted it, and we all were his 
Bail, and away went the Catchpoles. 
ALL this Time poor Reddy lay ſnug in the 
Cloſet, but, finding they were gone, he 
ventured out. Clarinda had offered him ſome- 
thing to drink, but he thanked her, and ſaid, 
It was Time enough; aſking her, If ſhe 
thought we would let them ſearch the Houſe ? 
„Well, Mr. Reddy,” ſaid I, now you are 
& again at Liberty, how happened this?“ 
„ Why,” he anſwered, << I was riding out 
« to take the Air a little, and, about two 
5 „% Miles 
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e Miles off, two Men came up to me. One 
&« of them aſked if my Name was Reddy? 
4 replied, Yes. Then, ſaid he, I have an 
& Action againſt you for an Hundred Pounds. 
« Againſt me! I cry'd; I owe Nobody any 
« Thing. I do not care for that, he ſaid; 
« you muſt go along with us to Kingſton ; 
“ and, if you cannot agree it, to Jail. 

«© Lord have Mercy upon me! I thought, 
« what muſt I do! So I anſwered him, I 
& would go with him, but defired him to 
e uſe me civilly: Though I ſhould be ob- 
« liged to him to let me ſpeak to ſome 
« Friends firſt, for I had but Two or Three 
« Shillings about me. Not he, he ſwore; 
* I ſhould go with him—Upon which I 
% clapped Spurs to my Horſe, and, thanks 
% to his Goodneſs, came hither as faſt as he 
could bring me. It was a ſudden Thought, 


% and, without Heſitation, I put it in Exe- - 


„ cution.“ ; 

As we found Gayton and (as we imagined) 
Miſs Lamour were at the Caſtle at Kingſton, 
Mr. Williams called his Man, and bid him 


ride as faſt as he could thither, and bring 


what Intelligence he could. In the Evening 
the Man returned, and informed us, there 
had been great Curſing and Swearing That 
he got thither before the Bailiffs a little, and, 
when they came, a Gentleman run out to 
them, and aſked them, Where was their 
&« Priſoner?” Upon which one of them an- 
{wered, © He had eſcaped, but they had got 
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b & good Bail.” „D- n your Bail,“ he re- 
5 plied, I ordered you to take no Bail. My 
„Man ſaid he ſaw you take him two Miles 

| „ from the Village, what did you let him go 

C „ back for?” © Becauſe we could not help 

« it,” they ſaid: He rode away from us. 
Þ * D=—n you,” he replied, * why did not 

1 | « you put him upon the worſt Horſe?” 
| 


% Becauſe,” they anſwered, ' We had no 
« Suſpicion of him.** „Den you,” ſaid 
he again, you may now go about your Bu- 
(I ſineſs - Upon which one of them ſaid, 
K He hoped his Honour would remember his 
| Promiſe. 4+ Dun you, for a Couple of 
« Raſcals,” he replied; „I promiſed you 
« Five Guineas if you brought him, but now 
] will not give you one Farthing—Who are 
« the Bail?“ Upon which they gave him a 
Paper ; which, when he had read, he cry'd; 
« Worſe and worſe, ye Scoundrels !” and 
tore it to Pieces That then a young Lady 
came out to him, for all this was in the Yard, 
and aſked him, What was the Matter ? 
« Matter enough,“ he anſwered, ** they had 
« Reddy, and have let him go again; and 
«© have brought me a Bail-Bond from Wil. 
& [iams, and the reſt of them; who now are, 
% ſuppoſe laughing at us.“ Upon which 
Miſs cry'd. What will become of me! 
„ « What ſhall I do!“ — That he bid her be 
i quiet, and go in; and that, for all the Men 
aut could ſay to him, he would not give them 
It one — 
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Tuis Account, indeed, made us laugh 


heartily. It was a cruel Biſappointment to a 


young Lady, in her Condition, to miſs of a 
Huſband at fo critical a Juncture, when ſhe 
might juſtly be ſaid to long for one. Poor 
Reddy bleſſed Providence for all his miraculous 
Eſcapes; ſaying, If other People had not had 
better Eyes and Judgment than himſelf, he 
had been ruined; but, for his Part, he would 


never go a courting any more: 'Tho' ſuch 


Appearances might have deceived any one, 
of more Knowledge than himſelf. Williams 
laughed heartily, and told him, his fair Con- 
feſſion ſhould do him no Harm. 

Mx. Williams begun now to think of re- 
turning Home, tho' we endeavoured to 
ſuade him to ſend for his Lady to Town. 
We were perfectly happy, and imagined we 
had totally defeated 'Mr. Gayton's Schemes: 
But we ſoon found he had ſtill another Game 
to TIT at we TO 8 een | 
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Mr. Gayton' s new. Scheme, and the Swcceſs hat 

- attended it. Reddy in great Perplexity, and 

the extreme kind Behaviour of the young 
Ladies towards him. Fainall's u fo 
extricate Reddy. ; 


Wi we thus chearfully were paſſing 


our Time in a Sort of indolent Tran- 
quillity, and Reddy, from Experience, found 


= miſtook his Talents greatly in Love-Affairs, 


and 
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and had baniſhed from his Boſom all Thoughts 
of his accompliſhed Miſs Lamour, his Calm 
was interrupted, and ours diverted, by the 
ſudden Appearance in our Village of Miſe 
Sukey, Mrs. Williams's late Maid. She had 
taken Lodgings in alittle Houſe, and expe- 

ditiouſly ſpread about ſhe was with Child by 
Mr. Ready: ; and was come to oblige him to 
maintain her, and take Care of the Child, 
when ſhe ſhould be delivered. 

Por lLE moſtly intereſted are generally the 
| laſt who hear what concerns them; and this 
Piece of News was in the Mouths of the 
whole Village, before Mr. Reddy, or any at 
Mrs. Heartly's, knew of it. Williams's Man 
brought us the. firſt Intelligence, and made 
our Ladies very merry. They, as ſoon as 
ever Reddy came, wiſhed him Joy, and let 
him know who was come to viſit him. 
Conscious of Guilt, he was much con- 
| founded, and could find no Excuſe for him- 

ſelk. This appeared to him worſe than the 
Bailiffs Oh!“ cry'd Reddy, © when am 
« to know Peace of Mind! What can I do, 
& or whither can I go? As I hope to be 
c ſaved I do not think I am the Father —1 
« muſt run away | — She will ſwear any 
« Thing.” 

Tis ſet us all alaughing ; ; and indeed he 
was ſo mortified, and looked ſo diſmally, it 
was impoſſible to forbear. I told him, he 
was got into a very bad Scrape; and, what 


was worſe, I did not 1 how he could behave 
F SE in 
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in it.— That, to be ſure, the Girl's Intention 


was to expoſe him, and ſhe was ſeconded in 
it, ſo that any Offer of Money to huſh the 
Affair up, would probably be refuſed; and 
even to attempt to make it up, would be 
acknowledging the Guilt, and, in Fact, own- 
ing the Child“ That is true,” he cry'd; 
& they are ſet upon my Ruin, and this En- 
ec gine of theirs will accompliſh it. I am un- 
« done! I deſerve to loſe my Friends.“ 

 CLARINDA and Miſs Freeborn offered to 


be Godmothers. Williams told him, To brave 


it out, and bring her to a Juſtice, would ex- 
poſe him to the whole Country: Adding, «I 
„cannot perſuade yoy to marry her, her 
«© Character is too notorious ; and yet that is 
&« the only Satisfaction, that the World may 
„ think a proper one. -Heartly ſaid, We 
% muſt even let the Matter reſt here; for 
« nothing can be done to ſerve Mr. Reddy, 
« *till we know what Miſs Sukey will do. It 
&« is an unhappy Affair; and, had the Con- 
e ſequence been conſidered, it had poſſibly 
& been avoided; but it is too late, nor do I 
« ſee any Probability of ſerving you. We 
&« will ſend for Mr. Fainall, he is more verſed 
„ in theſe Sort of Matters than myſelf, or 
“than theſe Gentlemen ſeem to be.” Aye," 
« replied Reddy, ** I ſhould indeed have 
thought of what might happen, and have 
« kept from Impunity. But I will fetch Mr. 
% Fainal}; he can adviſe, may be—Though 
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„am almoſt aſhamed of going along, the 
% Folk ſo ſtare at me.” 

Wren he was gone, Miſs Freeborn ſaid, 
Indeed I pity him, poor Creature! How 
% mortified he is! Clarinda and Miſs Heartly 
deſired us to do what we could for him, 
ſaying, * Though we have laughed at him, 
« and he is juſty ſerved, we are ſorry for 
„ him.“ I told them, I did not imagine the 
Affair would turn out ſo bad as it appeared; 
6« But at the worſt, to oblige you, Miſs,” 
turning to Clarinda, I will be his Friend 
in it.“ She coloured, and ſeemed greatly 
abaſhed; and I was very ſorry for inadvert- 
ently directing myſelf to her, but the coming 
of Fainall and Reddy prevented her being 
taken Notice of. : 1 
FAINALL was very gay — ©© Well, 


Reddy,” ſaid he, „never mind it, we will 


& have a merry Chriſtening.” Williams ſaid, 
very gravely, Mr. Fainall, we confeſs our- 
6 ſelves ignorant how to proceed in this 
& troubleſome Affair; but the good Opinion 
& we have of your Judgment in theſe Kind 
4 of Things, has occaſion'd us to beg your 
&« Advice. Mr. Reddy, you find, is in bad 
« Hands. It is indeed a common Caſe, with 


ct young Fellows of the Town; but we would 
& be glad to have the Matter ſo adjuſted, as 
& that the Girl may not complain of Injuſtice, 
c and yet our Friend preſerve his Character.” 
FAINALL anſwered, Sir, I do not 

& know whether I ought to accept your Com- 
MO « pliment 


— — F Y ke # 1 . 1 6 


Opinion, out of Regard to Mr. Reddy and 
„ his Friends. We have WO Things to 
* conſider; whether this Girl is really with 

ild, or not: For it is not uncommon 


will require a good deal 
"0 Doubt, has offered her a round Sum to 


. Some here in this Manner. But I doubt 


© they might have let her have gone and 


and then a Con- 
** ſtable and his Warrant would have given 


them full Revenge; therefore we muſt 


Wait a little. If ſhe inſults Rech >. I have 


and an olck Sportſnan; from him I will 


their Reſpect. eg „finding there were 
lome' Hopes, began to pull up a little. In- 
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| Joking, ſhe. thought Reddy ought rather to be 
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Supper, that, notwithſtanding Mr. Fainall's 


ſent to the Houſe of Correction, than the 
« Girl; ſaying, Whether ſhe is with Child 
4 or not, he has behay'd very, wickedly. ? 

Wx were. obliged to acknowledge the 


Truth, and to aſſure her the Girl ſhould not, 


either Way, be hurt; but that what we did 
was not to encourage Vice, but to defeat Mr. 
Gayton's Schemes, and preſerve a Perſon from 


certain Ruin That if Miſs Sukey, was really. 


with Child, and would ſwear it to him, ſhe: 
ſhould be taken Care of; but if it was not 
his child, it was but Juſtice the real Father 
ſhould maintain it : And if ſhe was not, ſhe 
ſhould go quietly about her Buſineſs. _ ;. 
Wurx we went to Church on the Sunday, 
Miſs Sukey very neatly dreſs'd, had fixed her- 


ſelf juſt before our Pew ; and, when Mr.. 


Reddy came into it, very demurely made him 
a low Curtſey, which occaſioned him to co- 
lour not a little. | 

Wu Church was over, Miſs Freeborn. 
and Clarinda, putting him between them, 


treated him with great Reſpect; and Mrs. 


Heartly very obligingly, in the Hearing of the 


Villagers, who were crouded in the Church- 


Yard, invited him and Mr. Fainall to Dinner. 
We took no Manner of Notice of what hap- 
pened to Mr. Reddy, and, in the Afternoon, 


went with him to Church in the ſame com- 


plaiſant *. and found Miſs Sukey at Joy 
| Po 
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Poſt, as full of her Compliments as in the 
Morning. ; 

We conducted him back, as before; but 
Fainall thought the Farce had been played 
long enough, ſo, when we came Home, ſaid, 
« Faith, Reddy, ſhe is a pretty Girl; what 
ee think you of her for a Wife? She behaves 
6 very decently at Church, for one in her 
Condition l believe the Girl is penitent.”* 

Wx all laughed, and, finding Fainall was 
inclinable to make himſelf a little innocent 
Mirth, joined in his Opinion; Heartly (ay- 
ing, I do not know what to think of it, 
« but I believe Marriage would fave a great 
deal of Trouble.“ Aye,” ſaid I, © and 
% how would it mortify Miſs Lamour, to find 
oh « Sukey's Accompliſhments preferred to her 
Ik « own.” „For God's Sake,” ſaid Reddy, 
8 « do not afflict the Aſſlicted — I have had 
« my Puniſhment—My Crime has been all 
„% Day before my Eyes.” 

Wurz we were in this Humour, a Ser- 
vant came to Mrs. Hear:ly, and told her, The 
young Woman who was at Church deſired 
to ſpeak with her. She went accordingly— 
Poor Reddy trembled—The young Ladies 
tittered—However, Clarinda was good-natur'd * 
enough to tell Reddy we were only joke- 
ing with him; that he would certainly find 
us his Friends, without wiſhing him mar- 
ried to Miſs Sukey. “ Aye, Miſs,“ he re- 
plied, „ believe you; but what Buſineſs 

* has ſhe here? 1 am I become the Jeſt. 
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© of every Body !—How happy was I heret: 
& and what a Perſecution has my ill Conduct 
and gay Company brought upon me!“ 
We cheared him, by cordially aſſuring him, 
we would befriend him: When Mrs. Heartly 
returned, and begun, by ſaying, a pretty, 
«© modeſt, ſober, young Woman indeed! 


„What a Story has ſhe told me !—Thank | 


« God, I have but one Daughter, and ſhe 
cc is diſpoſed of,” « Pray, Madam,” ſaid Wil- 
Hams, * let us know what ſhe has told you?“ 
« Oh!. Sir,” ſhe anſwered, „ ſhe. has told 
ce me, what I could not have believed 
« Dear Mother,” faid Heartly, © tell us 
*, what you have heard: It is poſſible you 
4 have heard more than Truth. We know 
<« what they are capable of doing, and Mrs. 
C6\ Williams knows the young Lady's Abili- 
& ties. Why, Son,“ ſhe replied, ** ſhe 
hs tells 1 me how Mr. Reddy ſeduced her; 1 
“ might ſay Debauched her That, being 
& with Child, ſhe has loſt a very good Place 
„% —That, unhappy as ſhe is, ſhe will go to 
“ Service, as ſoon as ſhe is delivered; but 
« now expects to be maintained, and her 
Child provided for. Indeed ! think ſhe 
64 1s very reaſonable.” 
% Dear Madam,” ſaid Miſs Freeborn (for 
r Reddy was as mute as a Fiſn) © think 
« a little. I ſee Miſs Lamour in every Word 
& of this Tale. Our Family had Trouble 
„ enough with this modeſt, ſober, young 
Woman; ſhe was ready to diſpoſe of Miſs 
« Williams 
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«* Williams to Mr. Gayton. Your Son and 
„% Mr. A know it ; and, thanks to them, 


it was prevented. am convinced now, it 


« is one of Miſs Lamour's low Contrivances : 


„But, as theſe Gentlemen have taken 
„Mr. Reddy under their Protection, I hope 
their Judgment will detect theſe idle 
« Schemes, and bring Shame to their Au- 
„ thors.” Well ſaid, Miſs,” cry'd Mr. Wil- 
liams; „I am obliged to Mr. Gayton, for 
„his good Intentions : But pray, Madam, 
«© do not be led away by APPEArANCES 3 you 
„% know how we intend to act.” 
CLARINDA faid, She was ſorry for 
Miſs Lamour, a young Lady who had a Share 
of Senſe, and once of Character: Adding, 
I cannot account for this fooliſh Conduct 
6 of her's; can ſhe imagine theſe Gentle- 
«© men cannot ſee?” Madam,” faid Reddy 
« am, to be fure, guilty of a Fault, but 
* am not ſo bad as I am repreſented : Theſe, 
* my good Friends, have once preſerved 
«© me; and let me entreat you not to divert 


5M their preſent Intentions — I am ruined, 
„ without their Aſſiſtance.“ „Well, Mrs. 


Williams reply'd, © ſubmit to better Judg- 
« ment—Take your own Way—tho' I aſk 
Pardon for not being ſo agreeable to thoſe 
« ought to love, but I am greatly concern- 
« ed for the poor Girl.” «© Madam,” faid 
Fainall, „you ſhall be convinced To-mor- 
„row, we have a Foundation to go upon. 


* Mir; Reddy s Character now ſuffers — 
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« in your Opinion ; how can we tell what | 


may be the preſent Opinion of the Vil | 
“lage, at this Time? We are talking the | 


„Affair over now, and ſo are they, 1 make 


„ no Doubt of it—If theſe Gentlemen will 


« attend me, I will make an End of it.” 
£ Do,” Miſs Heartly ſaid, - and you will 
« oblige mel want to ſee an End of this; 


« though, indeed, I am againſt my Mam- 


37 


% ma.” Come, ſaid Heartly, © I agree 
with my Siſtexgg we will attend you To- 
« morrow, at yogr Time.“ 

Miss Freeborn, through her very good Na- 
ture, took an Opportunity to tell me, ſhe ex- 
pected me to keep my Word; For though, 
fays ſne, I blame Mr. Reddy, pray do not 
„ let them have their Ends.” Clarinda hint- 
ed to me privately, what a Confuſion I had 
put her into; though ſhe ought not to have 
taken Notice 'of what was applicable to any 
one in the Company. I aſſured her, I had 
no Meaning in what I ſaid to her, tho' it 
concerned me to ſee ſhe took Notice of it. 
In the Morning came Fainall and Reddy, 
and together we ſet out, with Heartiy and 
Williams. Fainall had ſchemed it, and, call- 
ing upon his Friend, we were obliged to fol- 
low our own Inclinations. Willams broke 
'the Aﬀair, and the Juſtice very agreeably 
offered his Service; ſaying, I ſeldom 
4% meddle, but now and then I have a Plea- 
« ſire, and ſome Succeſs in detecting Im- 
« pohitions, and my . is free from any 

% Expence. 
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« Expence. I had a Clerk once, but, for 
« the fake of his own Profit, I was never 
ee quiet; fo I parted with him, and am now 
« troubled with only real Buſineſs” —After 
which, without Heſitation, he ſent for a Con- 
ſtable, and gave him full Directions how 
to proceed. 

Is about three Hours came Miſs Sukey and 
the Conſtable, attended by ſeveral Perſons 
of the Village. The Juſtice treated Mr. 
Reddy with great Civility s and, having taken 
his Seat of Office, and we ſitting by him, begun 

* Young Woman, I have granted a War- 
rant againſt you, for injuring this Gentle- 
c man in his Character, by ſaying he de- 
$ bauched you, and had got you with Child. 
++ Mou know, or ought to know, the Nature 
of an Oath: If you will ſwear this worthy 
„ Gentleman got the Child, you ſhall have 
„ Juſtice. But conſider the Nature of your 
* Oath — We have Gentlemen enough to 
„ ſwear his Character is injured, and you 
©« had better tell the Truth. I would not 
«. threaten you with a Houſe of Correction, 
% but you know my Power — What have 
« you to ſay, Madam?“ 4 Sir,” anſwered 
Miſs Sukey, that Gentleman, though I 
«+ will not ſwear it, I may believe is the Fa- 
e ther of the Child.“ „1 have not yet 
« {wore you, he replied; * this is only 
e an Examination, to prevent Trouble: 
« But I muſt ſwear you, that you are with 
« Child—That you muſt ſwear, Madam : 
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«« But even to ſave. that Oath, here is a good 
„ Woman near us, who will ſatisfy us whe- 
ther you are or not I would not have you 
„ ſwear, Madam. Take her away, Con- 
« ſtable, and ſend for Mrs. Motberly Let me 
« know when ſhe comes — Lou ſhall. have 
« Tuſtice, Madam.”” 
| In about two Hours we were informed 
they were ready, but it was a black Story. 
Seated as before, in came Mrs. Motherly, and 
Miſs Sukey all in Tears. Well, Madam, 
ſaid he, are you, found with Child? What 
do you ſay, Mrs. Motherly ?: I can believe 
% you.” „Sir,“ ſhe anſwered, you ſee 
« what I have got — I can find no other 
&« Child ;” holding up a large Pillow, which 
5 0 be d from ib Jag 2 On prod 
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5 indeed | Madam, be er- to ew ra 
« for otherwiſe I muſt ſend you to the Houſe 
« of. Correction No London Tricks here.” 
At laſt, with many Sighs and Sobs, Miſs 
Kukey begun, only deſiring his Worſhip would 
clear the Room of every one, but Mr. Reddy's 
Friends; which being accordingly done, ſhe 
: gave: us the Fee Apcount... 
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= CHAP. XL 

u.. Sukey's Narration. Mr. Williams re- 
TT turns Home. An odd Contrivance of a Quack- 
= Doctor's, to avoid being laughed at. The 
| Author, — and Miſs Freeborn ain 
firange C onfuſion. 


AY it pleaſe you, Sir, to know that 
Jam a very unfortunate Girl; have- 
ing firſt been ſo imprudent as to give Ear 
„to one of my Maſter's Clerks at Lisbon, 
„ by whom I was ruined. After my Maſter 
« died, my Miſtreſs brought me over with 
„ her to England; where, at Mr. Freeborn's, 
&« 1 firſt ſaw Mr. Gayton, and as he was al- 
& ways finely dreſs'd, and the Servants 
„ ſaid he was very rich, I ſuffered myſelf to 
be prevailed upon, for Money and fine 
& Words, to carry Letters from him to my 
young Miſtreſs, and was always praiſing 
« him to her. Indeed, I never conſidered 
% the Conſequence, nor ever aſked him whe- 
“ ther he intended to marry her; and 1 
<« often went to his Lodgings with Letters to 
« him, for ſhe begun to like him hugely. 
He always paid me well, and I let him be 
% very great with me. 
« Wren his Correſpondence was diſco- 
vered, and I was turned away, I went to 
« live with Miſs Lamour; but before that, 
% one Day I granted Mr. Reddy the ſame 
« Favour, I had often granted Mr, Gayton: 
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* always be my Friends. 
_ 


e Miſs Lamour's, Mr. Gayton had frequent 


For I was fond of being courted, and 
fooliſhly thought ſuch Gentlemen would 
When I was at 


Opportunities of being alone with me; 


© and, though I knew he was great with 


her, and ſuſpected her to be with Child 
by him, I never minded it, as I eat and 


drank of the | beſt, and had Money 
enough. 1 


« AT laſt I found myſelf, as I believed, 
with Child, and told him of it. It was 


juſt when they came back, very much 
out of Humour, upon Account ſomehow 
of Mr. Reddy. 


Mr. Gayton preſſed me 
greatly to tell him, if Mr. Reddy had ever 
meddled with me : At laſt, I confeſſed he 


had once; upon which he ſaid, D—-# 


me, that will do, and acquainted Miſs La- 
mour with it, upon which ſhe ſeemed 


greatly pleaſed. 


„IN DEED I expected ſhe would have 


< been very angry, and I ſhould have loſt 


my Place; but, inſtead of that, ſhe treated 
me more kindly than before, and told me 
ſhe was with Child herſelf by Gayton, and 
how ſhe had miſſed of being married to 
Mr. Reddy: But, ſaid ſhe, my Mother 
knows it now, and I am to take ſomething : 
For, Sir, ſhe whom ſhe calls Aunt is her 
own Mother, 
% Ar laſt I was perſuaded to come down, 
and tell every one I was with Child by 
« Mr, 
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« Mr. Reddy; they ſaying, I could come to 
% no Harm: That he would be fo frighten'd, 
% he would give me any Thing to be rid 
< of the Company, and loſe the Aſſiſtance 
« of his. Friends, as the Raſcal deſerved. 
« Accordingly, as they were ſo good to me, 
46 ] followed their Directions; but as I did 


e not at all ſhow with Child, and, not ima- - 


« gining L ſhould. be examined, to make 
„ myſelf look big, I put that Pillow under 
s my Cloaths. I hope, Sir, you will for- 
« give me; and, indeed, I will never trou- 
„ ble the Gentleman any more.“ | 
WILL, Madam; replied the Juſtice, 
& as you have dealt pretty ingenuouſly in 
4 your Account, Iwill not puniſh you; but 
« you have been a wicked Agent of wicked 
«© People, and might have ruined Mr. Red-' 
dy.“ A very fine Story,“ ſaid Heartly, 
e Miſs Lamour's Aunt her Mother!“ „“ Ves 
indeed, Sir, anſwered Miſs Sukey ; 5 and, 

« if | was to: tell alt 1 know, ſhe is but a 
e private Bawd. “ Come, come, we 
„% have been very indulgent to you,“ 


ſaid the Juſtice, ſo out with what you 


„% know.” | 8 
„Wu then, Sir, when I firſt went to 
& hve there, I took Notice there were two 
4: or three elderly. Gentlemen often came to 
* Supper at our Houſe, but only one at a 


„Time. I had no Suſpicion, for ſome 


40 Time, what was their Buſineſs ; But ! al- 
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ways obſerved, if Mr. Gayton was there, 
my Miſtreſs was not to be at Home; and, 
when he was gone, ſhe uſed to be angry 
with Mis for bringing him Home, ſay- 
* ing, If you would: nor be ruled by me, 
you might have met him Abroad. Lou 


know if theſe Gentlemen ſuſpect any 
young Fellows come here, they will keep 


away. We live now in Character, and 
+ your Fondneſs for that Rake will one Day 
or other cauſe a Diſcovery. _. 

„On Day, as Mis and I were ivery fa- 
* miliar together, ſhe told me Mr. Scruple, . 


which was the Name of one of the old 
Gentlemen, ſeemed to take great Notice 
of me; and Sukey, if you will be ruled 


by me, you may manage him to ſome 


Advantage, for he is very fond: And 


5 e was let into the Secret of what Bu- 


fineſs they all came about, and how art- 
fully ſne was obliged to carry herſelf; ſay- 


ing, | have been five years in this Way 
My Mother is angry At my being ac- 


quainted with Gayton; but his Humour 
agreeing with my own, Ithought I would 
have one for Pleaſure, as the enjoy'd the 

Profit of three.” 


We were all ſurprized at d a Scene of 


Hypocriſy and Iniquity; and having diſ- 
miſſed Miſs Sukey, in à Manner better than 
ſhe could have expected, we took Leave 
of the honeſt Juſtice, and carried Mr. Reddy 
Home in great Spirits. They all, at Mrs. 


Heartly 85 
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Heartly's, congratulated him upon his goed 
Fortune : Upon which Mr. Reddy exultingly 
ſaid to Mrs. Hearilyj, Madam, I hope now 
I have recovered your good Opinion.“ 
. 2 „ the replied, < I am glad of your 

Luck, but that is not to be imputed 
« to your Deſert.” < There is a Proverb 
to that Purpoſe,” ſaid Fainall; © but let 
« it paſs—We have done our Buſineſs, and 
« Miſs Sukey's, with great Diſpatch. Theſe 
<< repeated Diſappointments will ſurely make 
„ them lay better Schemes, or leave them 
off entirely.” 

As Mr. Villiams would: return Home, 
Fainall, Heartly, and I accompany'd him to 
Town, and then as far as Salisbury. We ac- 
quainted Mr. Freeboru with what weighty 
Affairs we had been engaged in. He was 
pleaſed with the Account; but ſaid, Iam 
& now perfectly acquainted with the Con- 
% duct and Character of Miſs Lamour; 
though, as ſhe does not come here, I did 
et not think there was any Occafion to cau- 
& tion my Daughter to avoid her Company: 
& But the Aunt being the Mother was a Se- 
% cret to me *'till now. It was Mr. Scruple 
& who put her Money into my Hands. The 
4 old Debauchee! who has, a Daughter he 
9 ſcarce allows a decent Dreſs to go Abroad 
« in,” Mrs. Williams recommended to her 
Nephew, to put every Thing in Order for 
her, and then ſhe and her Daughter would 
come down, 


In 
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In our Journey, in a ſmall Town, about 
Five in the Evening, we ſaw a Quack-Doc- 

- tor's Stage, and his Zani entertaining the 
Crowd till he made his Appearance. It be- 
ing juſt oppoſite to a good Inn, and we be- 
Ing in no Haſte, it was agreed to reſt there; 
and, getting a front Room, we expected the 
Doctor. At laſt he mounted, much be- 
tinſelled; and, in a learned, unintelligible 
Speech, let his Audience underſtand, that: 
he was (infallible, and his Remedies cured: 
every Diſcaſe. : 
He was not very ng in ' pronouncing: 

the hard Words, with which he had larded 
his long Harangue, which, occaſioned a good 
deal of Laughter among us. This he ob- 
ſerving, and fearful of his Profit being leſ- 
ſened, if every one did not approve him as. 
much as his gaping Auditory, very drolly- 
ſaid, I fee a Gentleman there, Who was a 
&« Patient of mine in Suſſen I muſt ſpeak to 
4e him Pray, good People, excuſe me; I. 
« will return immediately.” Upon \ whichz> 
with a modeſt Aſſurance, he came up to us. 
Wr received him with Civility, 'though- 

we wondered what his Errand - was; but, 
placing himſelf in Sight of his good People, 
be very familiarly told us Gentlemen, ob- 
« ſerving you to laugh at the hard Expreſſi- 
& ons I made uſe. of to catch thoſe Folk by. 
&« the Ears, I was afraid you would make 
« yourlelves merry at my Expence : I there- 
6 fore ROS it my beſt Te to wait 
upon 
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<« upon you, and beg of you to let me go on; 
de as, I aſſure you, 1 have nothing to ſell 
ce which can do any Harm.“ 
Is Requeſt was reaſonable enough, and 
we promiſed him we would contain our- 
ſelves, if he would come and ſup with us: 
To which he readily agreed, and, mounting 
his Stage again, proceeded to pick up the 
Pence. 1155 64 

Hz acknowledged, at Supper, he under- 
ſtood nothing but Engliſh, and imagined he 
abuſed his hard Words; but, ſaid he, If 
] did not uſe them, right or wrong, I 
« ſhould be Nobody; though I have made 
a good Evening of it. My Salves and 
« Phyſick are good and ' ſafe; and, if the 
“ People have but Faith, I do good ſome- 
« times, at the worſt I do no Harm.” 

WEN we returned from our Journey, 
the Preparations went on for the Weddings, 
though Hearily altered his Mind as to the 
Time of his Siſter's ; thinking it beſt hers 
ſhould be over firſt, as Mr. Fainall's Houſe 
was ſo near her Mother's, and indeed Faiu- 
all had hinted as much. . 

MR. Freeborn ordered every Thing, as he 


had inſiſted upon, and we had a very gay 


Country-Wedding ; Clarinda and Miſs Free- 
born ſparing no Expence, to honour the 
Bride, and Reddy was at the Ceremony, 
Thais being over, Mr. Freeborn declared 
his ſettled Reſolution to retire from Buſineſs, 
and one Day told me he had ſent for Mr. 


Truſ'y 
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Truſiy and my Brother over; ſaying, © [ 
« have a very good Account of your Bro- 
& ther, and make no Doubt but he will 
t“ make a great Merchant; but, when I quit 
« Buſineſs, it is proper I ſhould have a Place 
to go to, and as my Daughter is to live 
« in the Weſt, if you will accompany me, 
« will go and look out for a little Houſe 
2 near her; then I can go and come, as I 
« pleaſe. Hearth would have me be with 
„ him, but J —_ I ſhall be beſt by w_ 
« ſelf.” | 
Wren we went we ſaw ſeveral Houſes, 
but at laſt he pitched upon a ſmall Box; and 
ſetting Workmen to make ſome Alterations, | 
we returned. Well, Mrs. Hearth,” ſaid 
he, I am the Maſter of an Houſe now 
„ myſelf, young People are beſt by them- 
< ſelves. My Chariot can bring us both to 
& ſee you, and we are both intereſted in 
« your Happineſs.” Heartly left it to his 
Mother, and ſhe agreed with Mr. Freeborn. 
I now thought myſelf perfectly happy; 
0 to paſs the Remainder of my Life 
with an agreeable Woman, among my 
Friends, and affluent in my Circumſtances. 
] hinted all this to Clarmde, and ſhe ſeemed 
pleaſed with the agreeable Proſpect ; and be- 
haved with a Tenderneſs to me, as convin- 
ced me I ſhould have her Heart with her 
Perſon. In ſhort, we were all ſatisfied, and 
a x perfect W reigned among 1 | 
HAD 


Lo vE and FRIENDSHIP, 137 

I nap only my Brother to do ſomething 
for ; and, as I had taken him under my Pro- 
tection, it was a Duty incumbent upon me 
to do it, I had One Thouſand Five Hun- 
dred Pounds lay dead, and J acquainted Mr. 
Freeborn and Heartly with my Intentions to 
give him that,' to put into Trade. They 
approved of my Deſign, and I luckily drew 
it out of the Perſon's Hands a few Days be- 
fore he broke. 
. CLARINDA and Miſs Freeborn were in 
Town, buſy in preparing themſelves; when 
one Day I happen'd to meet Miſs: Sukey, very 
gravely dreſs'd. I accoſted her, and en- 
quired how ſhe was received, upon her Re- 
turn? She told me, The Houſe was: all up 
in an Uproar ; that Gayton ſtormed and ſwore 
like a Madman; and that Miſs Lamour uſed 
her very coldly: So,“ faid ſhe, I cateh- 
« ed at an Offer made me by Mr. Scruple, 
„to live with him; and I act now as Up- 
% per- Servant in his Family, without any 
" Suſpicion of what I was, or am obliged 
ce to be. 1 | 

. Fri is neither Miſs Lamour' s Intereſt, nor 
“ mine, continued ſhe, ** to talk of each 
& Other; ſo, if I have rabbed her of Mr. 
66 Scruple, I have left her Mr. Gayton : For, 
«« I aſſure you, I will not let my old Gentle- 


„man make any Evening Viſits, upon any 
Account.“ 2 
T rorp her, I had been informed Mr. 


Scruple had a Daughter, whom he uſed very 
indifferently. 
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indifferently. © He did,” ſhe anſwered, 
« but ſince I have been at his Houſe, ſhe 
„goes more Abroad, and better dreſſed 
than ſhe uſed; and, as ſhe has had a 
* good Offer, I have perſuaded her Father 
% to open his Purſe, and he has agreed to 
„% marry her off—I do not love to have too 
% many Eyes upon me.” 

„ BuT what is to become of the Young 
« One, Madam?” I aſked. Oh” ſhe 
replied, « if Mr. Scruple will not take Care 
4 of it, I have ſecured a Thouſand Pounds 
© Settlement, and I will leave him, for J 
% dare not own it to be Gayton s. But now 
„ mention him, he vows Reyenge upon 
« you: But I am not to intimate now, to 
«tell you in what Manner he propoſes to 
execute it only I would have you be up- 
4 on your Guard.“ 

I THANKED her fol her eb 3 we 
parted : But as I could no way fee it was in 
Gayton's Power to do me any Injury, I 
thought it only one of his vapouring Threats; 
and baniſhed all Apprehenſion of him. 

Miss Freeborn and I lived as People who 
were to be intimate -I regarded her, as the 
Wife of a Man for whom J had a ſingular 
Eſteem ; and ſhe regarded me, as her Hus- 
band's particular Friend; ſo that all Cere- 
mony was laid afide between us. Gayton 
went to pay his Friend Fainall a Viſit, and, 
though his Reception was not over warm, as 
Fainall was ſettled 1 into a regular, ſober * 

e 


9 
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- he ſtay'd there ſome Days; in which Time 
| Miſs Freeborn and I went down, to accom- 
pany Mrs. Heartly to town. 

As ſhe, and I, and Clarinda were going 
one Afternoon to Fainall's, Clarinda ſaid © 
ſomething very obliging, upon which I told 
her it deſerv'd a Kiſs, and jokingly gave her 
one. She ſaid, I ought not to be particular, 
upon which I kiſſed Miſs Freeborn. 

| In two or three Days we came all to 
Town, and I thought Heartly looked ſome- 
how cool; however, not being conſcious of 
having given him any Reaſon, I took no No- 
tice of it. The next Afternoon I met Miſs 
Freeborn juſt by Miſs Lamour's, and ſhe told 
me ſhe had promiſed to call there. I told 

her, I was a little engaged, but I would call 
upon her and ſee her Home, if ſhe would 
ſtay till I came. 

WIEN I called, I was a good deal ſur- 
prized, to find Miſs ſeemingly diſordered. 

I aſked her, If any Thing ailed her? and 
ſhe could ſcarce anſwer me. There was on- 
ly Miſs Lamour with her; and I enquired of 
her, If Miſs Freeborn was not well? She an- 
ſwered, She was well enough, ſhe believed ; 
for ſhe had only drank a ſmall Glaſs of a 
Cordial, when ſhe came in firſt. T 

I was at a Loſs what to do; and, very | 
unluckily, took the worſt Method I could. 
I had a Coach called and carried her to my 
Lodging, where my Landlady got ſome - 
warm Water for her; and, in about an 

Hour, 
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Hour, ſhe came entirely to herſelf. She 
was greatly confuſed, and wondered how ſhe 
came there: Upon which I told her how I 
found her, and what had been done for her. 
Ar laſt ſhe. recollected, that Gayton was 
with Miſs Lamour, when ſhe went; and that 
he was dreſſed very gay, and offered to kiſs 
her ſeveral Times, after ſhe had drank the 
ſmall Glaſs of Liquor, and which ſhe did not 
drink *rill after much Perſuaſion— That ſhe 
. refuſed him, and would have come Home, 
but ſhe found ſhe could not ſtir. 1 imagined 
they had ſome bad Deſign; and, after Miſs 
was gone Home, I put on my Sword, with 
a fixed Reſolution to make Mr. Gayton tell 
_ ihe Trun i 5 5 
WäuEN I came to Miſs Lamour's, he was 
not there; but was told, Mr. Heartly had 
been to look for Miſs Freeborn. 1 was pretty 
warm, but Lamour, in her giddy Way, only 
laughed at me. When I came Home, I 
found Hearily had been there too; but, 
thinking it too late to go out, I went to my 
.own Room, a good deal perplexed at the 
Occurrences of the Day, and greatly unde- 
termined in my Opinion, | 


CHAP, 
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C HAP. MV. 
Heartly and the Author fight. The Marriages 
put of. _ Clarinda's' Flight, Mr. Free- 
| born's Family in the utmoſt Diſtreſs. * The' 
Author in a very melancholy Situation. Red- 
| 4 y viſits him — And _ other Occurrences. | 


"US T before I. went to Bed, my Land. 
lord brought me up a Note; which I 


found, upon opening, was from Hearth, and 


contain d as follows : > 11710 
Na 


* - » * 10 


cc 8 1 R, | . 
" S I have endeavoured to ſquare my 
6 Conduct by the ſtrict Rules of Ho- 


„ nour, I look upon every one as a Villain, 
66 who, under the ſpecious Pretence of 
* Friendſhip,' impoſes upon mie. You ate” 
e ſenſible how much you have injured me, 
in the moſt tender Point. I expect you 
to be ready when I call upon you in the 
6; +: Morning. Life now is a Burthen to: me 
| TIO ** us muſt fall. 
10% 5 ; «tl HEARTLY”' 


* 


Tur more I read this Epiftle, the more 1 
was at a Loſs to account for it It was a 
ſtrange one to me. The Purport Was plain 
enough, but what gave Occaſion for it I 
could not imagine. I gueſſed indeed at the 
Contrivers of the Miſchief, but how Heartiyj 
could be impoſed upon was a Myſtery to 
me: 


— 
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me: However, I threw it upon the Table, 
went to Bed, and ſlept very found. 

Azour Seven I was waked, by his knock- 
ing at the Door, and demanding if I was 
ready: Upon which I got up, and, half 
dreſſed, opened the Door; and would have 
expoſtulated with him, but that was preach- 
ing to the Wind. He was as mad, for the 
Time, as any in Bedlam. Villain was the 
beſt Word I could get from him; and think-. 
ing to bear more would be imputed Coward- 
ice, I went with him. 
In the Coach I would have willingly bee 
informed of what gave Occaſion to this ſud- 
den Start of his Temper, but to no Purpoſe. 
When we came to draw, I found I had to 
deal with a Man who was determin'd to de- 
ſtroy me: However, I was fo fortunate as to 
wound him in the Sword-Arm, and diſarm 
him; but not without receiving a ſlanting 
Wound upon my Ribs, which was well 
meant. He went to the Coach, and I got a 
Chair When I came Home and had got a 
Surgeon, I had a Letter brought me from 
3 and one encloſed from Miſs Free- 
Horn. | ; 


CL... -:. | | 
tc 1 Confeſs I am twice made unhappy, by 
| your Inconſtancy. Could you ſee the 
% Confuſion you have. occaſion'd in poor Mr. 
% Freeborn's Family, you would ſhed Tears 
* of Blood: All the Pleaſure he had flatter'd 
— 2 e himſelf 


. 
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« himſelf to enjoy in his decline of Life, is, 
« through Your Means, fruſtrated !—Mrs. 
& Feartly is almoſt diſtracted—Feartly is in 
& an high Fever, and raving upon the 
&« We, as he terms Miſs Freeborn—Mr. 
« Freeborn is dejected to the laſt Degree, has 
« forbid. his Daughter his Sight, and ordered 
% her to be cloſely watched -I feel for my- 
« ſelf, and my Friends — Could you injure 
& no one, but your intimate Friend? The 
% Reſolution I have taken, I have, before 
« this reaches you, put in Execution—lI am 
te gone, and never intend to let you ſee me 
&« more. You are wounded, we hear; had 
« you been ſo, in an honourable Cauſe, with 
« what Care could I have attended you! 
- | 46 lan? 1: 


66 For ever Adieu! -- By 
+ CLARINDA.” 


« P. S. At Miſs Freeborn's Deſire, I have 

& encloſed a Letter from her. Her Grief is 
e fo violent, I almoſt could pity. her. Once 
% more Adieu l en 
Miſs Freeborn's was to the following Purport: 
% n, ET 
NIX HAT has happen'd, or by whom 
6 W occaſion'd, I am at a Loſs to gueſs, 
but I am in a very unhappy Situation. 
My Father ſhuns me, and will not hear 


me—Poor Heartly is, J am afraid, dying; 
| „and | 


5 
ce 
( 


ce 
ce 


| Et: _ og 
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and what is worſe upon my Account, and 


with a confirmed Belief of my being a lewd' 


Perſon. - My God ! what did I ever do 
that could give the moſt malicious Perſon 


room to tax me with any Levity II am 
ſorry for your Wound; for Heartly, before 


his Fever came on, faid you was wouhded, 
and owned you behaved well to him. His 
Diſtemper is in his Mind, for his Wound 


is no Way dangerous, the Surgeon ſays — 
+ Somebody has occaſioned the ſhedding of 
Blood between two good — Fhad 
Heartly been a little cooler, we might have 


known all, and the Authors have met with 


their Reward : Yet, I hope, we all may 


meet in Peace, I am ſure, when Hear:ly 
comes enough to himſelf to hear Reaſon, 
he will be heartily ſorry, upon your Ac- 


'count—Let- me beg you to forgive him; 


and forgive me, who am the innocent 


* Cauſe of Miſs Szeddy's Reſentment to you. 
She is going—She will not hear me—and' 
vows never to ſee you more. I know 


no Poſſibility of hearing from you, ſo 
muſt reſign myſelf to Providence — My 


Papa claims all our Tears; and, could I 
ſpeak to him, I might help to clear up this 


ſad Story — Mrs. Williams is very good to 


me, and I will "7 to perfuntle, 1 10 


come to you. 
« I am, Sir, 1 87 
& Your moſt bumble a 
„ ANN FREEBORN.” 
THEsE 


me 4 
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Ts Letters greatly concerned me; 
and, had I been any Way guilty of any Part 
charged to me, had occaſion'd me a Fever, 
as well as Heartiy Him I pity'd, and Mr. 
Freeborn much — Clarinda's haſty Departure 
vexed me: I thought ſhe owed more to me, 
than to believe any Thing o my Prejudice 
unheard. Poor Miſs was really the Occaſion 
of almoſt all my Sorrow, She ſuffered inno- 
cently in her Character — was- the Jeſt of 
them who cauſed her to ſuffer -was debarred 
the Sight of her Father — Suffered in the 
Opinion of him ſhe loved; and who plainly, 
even by his Raſhnelſs, ſhowed he loved her— 
What an infernal Scheme is this! — How 
happy. were we Yeſterday ! — How wretch- 
ed to Day ! and, if he dies, how unhappily 


ſhall I drag a weary Life along — What a | 


diſtracted miſerable Family ! — Poor Mrs. 
Heartly ! 

Tuus I perplexed myſelf, and imaged to. 
my Mind the moſt diſmal Proſpect ſure of 
unexpected Diſtreſs, that could be formed by 
melancholy Ideas. My Wound was trouble- 
ſome, and, though not dangerous, obliged 
me to Confinement : However, I thought it 
incumbent upon me to write to Mr. Freeborn, 


and did the following Letter: 


O1R DR 
« | Grieve not upon any Account, but my 
dear Friend 9" and yours, and 
cx © 08 
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& the Treatment Miſs undeſervedly meets 
& with, I am an utter Stranger to any Thing 
& that occaſion'd Mr. Heartily to challenge 
% me He would not tel] me; and, through 
« Self-Prefervation, I was obliged to take 
« Care of my own Life. Miſs Steddy's Re- 
« ſentment makes. me angry—She ought to 
« have ſtay'd and heard the Truth, when it 
% can be got at, before ſhe took ſuch a Step. 
« Could I be fo happy as to ſee any one 


| from your Family, you ſhall know all the 
„ "Tranſactions of the Day, before this me- 


% lancholy Affair: Only believe me igno- 
& rant, and incapable of . intending Mr. 
% Feartly any Injury, and I ſhall be ſatisfied. 


Let me intreat you to let your Daughter 


<« ſpeak to you — Some great Villainy has 


been uſed, to abuſe us all—Pray commend 


© me to Mrs. Heartly ; and aſſure her, her 


„ Son is not more dear to her than to me. 


« [ am, 
e Yr, 
& Your moſt tumble Servant, 
DIE. 7. „ Sg 


Two or three Days after this Letter Mrs. 
Williams came, by Mr. Freeborn's Deſire, to 
ſee me, She ſeemed much dejected; telling 
me, They had very little Hopes of Heartly's 
Recovery. I aſked her how Miſs did? She 
anſwered, © Her Papa has ſeen her, and 
« heard her Story; and, indeed, my pre- 
6 ſent Buſineſs is to hear NO are in 
aqa terrible 
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ce a terrible Confuſion !—What good Offices 

& T have been able to do, I have, for the 
% Regard my Nephew has for you; nor can 
„ harbour a Thought to Miſs Freeborn's 
& Prejudice.” 

I THEN told her, how I found Miſs, and 
what Care I took of her, as not judging it 
proper ſhe ſhould come Home in the Manner 
ſhe was. © So,” ſhe replied, * ſhe ſays. You 
“ agree Word for Word; I am glad of it.” 
% Madam,” faid I, “my Landlady will con- 
« firmitall; ſhe was never out of the Room, 
4 while Miſs was here—But I ſhould be glad 
« of any Information how this Quarrel hap- 
c pened. Indeed,” the: fad, * F know 
„very little—Heartly came Home ſoon after 
„M iſs, in a very ill Humour. He walked up 
% and down the Room, often ſaying, Some- 
* bpdy ſhall bleed for this—One of us will fall. 
«© Mr. Freeborn was not at Home, and Miſs 
& often aſked him what ailed him? or who 
& had affronted him? To which he oy 
« anſwered, Oh, Sorcereſs ! Ob, Sorcereſs !— 

& You know "nothing of the Matter, 1 dare ſay— 

« and, calling for Pen and Ink, ſent you the 

| a. Note: as we learned afterwards from him- 
6 {elf, when he came Home wounded, 

| «© When he had ſent the Note, continu- 

«© ed Mrs. Williams, he went up Stairs, and 

«© Miſs cry'd heartily ; ſaying, She had never 

© (een him out of Humour before. In the 

Morning he went out early, and ſhe came, 

„greatly frighted, into my Room: Yo 

2 "ne 


* 


Wh 


very tender in her Behaviour to him; but 
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„ She was ſure ſome Miſchief was goin 
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be ſome Miſtake. 


forward. When he came Home, all bloody, 
we were all in Confuſion, and Miſs was 


when his Fever came on, he fell a raving, 
Out, you W—e! out of my Sight ! and told 


an incoherent Story; wth ſo diſturbed 
Mr.' Freeborn, that, out of Regard to Mr. 
Heartly, he forbid her his Sight : But I 
hope all Things will be brought about 
again, as he has ſeen her, upon receive- 
ing your Letter. He told me this Morn- 
ing, he could not think you would do 
Mr. Hearily any Wrong — There muſt 
Miſs deſires her Com- 
pliments to you, and wiſhes ſhe was at 
Liberty to pay you a Viſit. I will tell her 
ow you are; and, I dare ſay we ſhall 
all meet again—I cannot ſtay now, for 
all our Attendance is neceſſary.“ Poor 


Heartly ! I thought, how has your gene- 


rous Temper been abuſed And 


yet for 


one of your Senſe to be fo credulous, as to 
hazard your Life, without lending an Ear to 


Reaſon. 


Live! dear Heartly! live! and join 


with me to revenge our mutual Injury.— 
However, in the Midft of all my Concern 
for others, it behoved me to have ſome Re- 


gard to myſelf. 


If Heartly ſhould die, I was 


liable to be put to great Expence and Trou- 
ble; ſol begun to think it would be a Point 
of Prudence to retire ſomewhere, and wait 


the Event. 


Tris 


Loves and FRIENDSHIP. 149 


Tais Reſolution I fixed, and, while I was 
preparing to put it in Execution, Mr. Free- 
born waited upon me. He expreſſed himſelf 
greatly concerned at what had happened, and 

told me he had been at Miſs Lamour's: That 
he had been pretty rough with them, but 
they would own no more than that his Daugh- 
ter had drank a Cordial there, and I fetched 
her away: That they perceived her no Way 
diſordered, and they could not account for 
what happened after: Thus,“ ſaid he, 
„] have had my Labour for my Pains. As 
e to poor Heartly, he is paſt all Hopes; and 
« my Daughter is almoſt as bad, through 
« the Reflections he caſts upon her in his 
& raving Fits, and the Danger he is in—My 
« Hopes, all my Notions of leading an 
happy, retir'd Life are blaſted, and I ſhall 
* now only carry Sorrow with me to the 
«© Grave! You too ſuffer in your Love, and, 
« 1 dare ſay, for your Friend; and I am 
& teized continually to have you ſecured— 
« But I cannot think of that : And all this 
« Time we are in the Dark, as to the wick- 
% ed Authors of this helliſh Scheme, which 
t has too fatally occaſioned all this Miſ- 
* chief.“ 

I GR1EveD to ſee the good Man thus caſt 
down; and told him, If Heartly died, Miſs 
_ muſt ſuffer in the Opinion of the World, 
without any Redreſs ; and if he lived, unleſs 
he could be convinced of her innocence, her 
Character would fare no better; The Cry 

| "IS 4 was 


* . a 7 
— — 22 - 
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was up, and the Mouths of the I|-natured, 
the Envious, and Malicious, were open — 
That J hop'd he entertained no Thoughts to 
his Daughter's Prejudice; as to preſerve his 
Efteem was now the only Comfort ſhe could 
have. 
He anfivete#, % Indeed I do not ; 1 
«ſtartled at firſt, but Jam now ſatisfied 
poor Heartly has been impoſed upon.“ 
| rep! ied, *+ Whoever has been fo artful as 
to get him to liſten to their Inſinuations, 
at once carried their Point, for it was no 
difficult Matter to perſuade him to any 
«« Thing he gave Ear to. He ſwallowed the 
« Poiſon, without regarding the Poiſoner : 
« Yet if heliv'd, and the Truth ever came 
« out, it was better he had vented his Paſſion, 
3 than have brooded over it. Had he con- 
„ cäeal'd it, he would have nouriſhed per- 
_ «« petual Matter in his Breaſt for Diſſenſion; 
« whereas now, if this Storm happily blew 
* over, he would be aſhamed of ever giving 
40 Way to ſuch mean Notions. He is now,“ 
I added, „ inſenſible of what he feels; but 
« know him ſo well that, when he is con- 
« vinced of my Integrity, and how ſcanda- 
« Jouſly he uſed your Daughter, you will fee 
« then he will indeed claim your Pity.” 
Mr. Freeborn agreed with me, but much feared 
his Recovery ; and, viſhing me perfectly 
well, took his Leave. 
Tux next Day having put my Things in 
9 I was going, ras to my Inten- 
tion, 
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| tion, when Miſs Freeborn came up. I was 
ſurprized to. ſee her, though not at finding 
how. much ſhe was altered, and expreſſed my- 
ſelf ſo. Indeed,” ſhe ſaid, „as you have 
“ ſuffered upon my Account, I thought I 
„ ought to come and lee you, and have my 
„ Papa's leave for ſo doing.” 

I Tor.D her, She came in Time, for | was 
juſt going: „ Going whither ?*”. ſhe aſked ; 
upon which I informed her. For God's 
fake, do not,” the ſaid. If you regard 
„ yourſelf, or Hearily, or me, lay aſide that 
„ Reſolution, and ſtay. If you go, every 
one will conclude us guilty, and Hearily 
ce will be confirmed in his ſuſpicions : Nay, 
% my Papa will imagine it is concerted be- 
e 23 
TI conetss ſhe reaſoned right; fo I pro- 
miſed her I would ſo far oblige: her. She 
then ſaid, Heartly was ſomewhat better, and 
the Doctors thought the Height of his Fever 
over, That pleas'd me very much; not that 
I bad any thing to apprehend from his Death, 
more than Trouble and Expence, but his 
Life was of the utmoſt Conſequence to us 
all. It was neceſſary he ſhould be unde- 
ceiv'd, and I made no Doubt but a little Time 
would do that. | | 
 Miss aſked me after Miſs Steday, upon which 
I ſhewed her the Letter ſhe ſent me, and ex- 
preſſed a good deal of Reſentment at her 

Uſage; ſaying, © I have taken Pains enough 

« after her already, but 1 will never give 

| H 4 « myſelf 
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** mylelf any farther Trouble about her. 
„ She is her own Miſtreſs, and at full Li- 
e berty to do as ſhe pleaſes.” * Come, 
„% come, ſhe anſwered, «+ make no raſh 
*< Reſolutions : For let Heart be ever ſo 
 ** ſoon eonvinced of my Innocence, till ſhe is 

convinced of yours, I will never give Ear 
„ to any Sollicitations he ſhall again pre- 


„ ſume to offer. If his Happineſs, as he 


* has often told me, depends upon me, I 
will believe him when Miſs Seddy is found 
and brought to you; for, I am ſure, her 
_ «<< Happineſs depends as much upon you. 
© know wherever ſhe is, ſhe has little 
«« Enjoyment of herſelf She ſuffers enough 
„But Iflatter myſelf we ſhall all be happy 
„yet, nevertheleſs I am determined to 
* puniſh Heartly. — Now I muſt go again, 
% and oblige the People with another Sight 
of me, for I was finely ſtared at coming 
„ along—lI believe ſome Folk will be diſcon- 
s certed, at finding I have my Liberty again 
and come to viſit you, which is what 1 
„ never did before.“ 
I nap now nothing to do but to unpack 
again, and ſtay in Town—when I was fa- 
voured with a Viſit from Mr. Reddy. He 
was ſorry at what had happened; but was 
ſure, he ſaid, the Miſchief ſprung from the 
_ ſame Quarter as had given him ſo much 
Trouble—and that Gayton and Miſs Lamour 
had quarrell'd “ Quarrell d!“ I anſwer'd ; 
are you ſure of it?” „ Yes, , indeed,” 
+ 8 TN. - 
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he replied, I am; for I called at the Coffee- 
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houſe to hear the Talk, and in came Gayton, 


* and, ſeeing me, he came up to me; ſaying, 


So, Reddy, is your Stomach come to? You 
are come, after that accomplifhed. B 
again, I ſuppoſe. I anſwered him, I was 
not; I had heard of an unhappy Affair 
between my Friends, and my Buſineſs in 
Town was to enquire after their Healths. 
Oh! he replied, they are out of Danger 
they tilted it a little, but there is no great 


„Harm done: Upon which a Gentleman, 
who fat next me, ſaid, It is pity there 


ſhould. I have heard great Characters 
of them both; and moſt People now begin 
to think Mr. Heartly in Fault, but impute 
it to ſome malicious Story, infinuated to 
him by ſome ill-defigning Perſons. To 
which Gayton haſtily anſwered, I can- 
not ſee any ill Deſign any one could 
have in telling Hearily, his good Friend 
kiſſed his intended Wife, I ſhould have 
called ſuch Information an Act of Friend- 
ſhip : But I do not know whether it is ſo 
or no—l was told ſo, the other Day, by 
a young Lady of this Gentleman's Ac- 
quatntance—Your old Sweetheart, ſpeak- 
ing to me, was my Author—But we are 
off now.” 

« REDDY,” faid I, “ your coming is 
very lucky—You have ſaid you are much 
obliged to me and my Friends Alt is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary this myſterious Affair 


H 5 « ſhould 
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* ſhould be cleared up, and you muſt aſſiſt 


in helping to make the Diſcovery.” He 
readily and heartily promiſed his utmoſt Aſſiſt- 


\ - ance; upon which 1 told him, it was proper 


he ſhould go to Mr, Freeborn's, and take an 
Opportunity to deſire Miſs to come to me, 
but not to take any Notice of having ſeen 
Gay!on. 

ACCORDINGLY he went, and made an En- 
quiry after Heartly's Health; and brought 
me Word he mended much, and Miſs would 
certainly come when her Papa returned from 
the Exchange. © She aſked me,” ſaid Reddy, 
« if I knew what you. wanted; and I told 
her, I believed you had ſomething to tell 
© her about the unhappy Affair.“ 

JusT as we were ſet down to Dinner ſhe 
came, and I informed her of what Reddy had 
heard ; and that I hoped through his Means, 
to bring all to Light. Oh!” ſhe an- 
ſwered, © this will be good News to my 
„% Papa II am ſure he would give a Thou- 
« ſand Pounds to be fully ſatisfied.” She 
then told me, Hearily was come to his Senſes, 
and had enquired how I did; and her Papa 
thought proper to tell him I was dangerouſly 
hurt, and very unealy to know what gave 
Riſe to the Challenge : Upon which Heartly 
ſaid, Does he not know! Nor your Daugh- 

„ ter know! Where is Miſs!“ To which 
my Papa replied, © My Daughter is very 
ill, through your bad Treatment of. her, 
66 and ſhe declares ſhe cannot tell why you 

" Hough. gs 
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4 fought.” — Oh, God !” „ faid Hearth, 
how I am tortured! It is a Combination 
« againſt me—Have I not my Senſes! When 
„my Papa perſuaded him to compoſe him- 
ſelf : That he knew his Suſpicions, and, 
if they were true, he would difown me: 
„But added, Mr. Hearihy, think coolly ; get 
„ yourſelf a little better, and I believe, upon 
“% my Word, you will find yourſelf villain- 
&« ouſly impoſed upon, and that you have 
« greatly injured your Friend and my 
* Daughter—Her Character is the Scoff of 
« the Town, Oh, my God! cried Heartly 
„again, give me Eaſe —I will compoſe my- 
“ ſelf I am afraid I have been too haſty, you 
% are ſo calm. 

„ My Papa has ordered me not to go 
% near Mr. Heartly, till 1 have his Orders; 
„and deſired Mrs. Heartly and Mrs. Wil- 
00 rams. to tell him the ſame he did me; 
« 'that, by not indulging him, he may. be 
% induced to tell who was at the Pains to 
„ make him jealous. But I find you have 
„ got the Advantage of us; and as you ſaved 
« me from expoſing myſelf, when I had a 
« fooliſh Freak,in my Head, you are taking 
« Methods to reduce your Friend to his Rea- 
“ ſon again. I am fure my Papa will ſee 
« you To-morrow—The News I ſhall carry 
« him will bring him, and he will readily 
«. agree in whatever Method of Cure you 
« lay down. We ſhall all be © OP to you, 
% and [ wiſh you Succeſs,” 

War 


f 
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Wurxx ſhe was gone, I gave Mr. Reddy 
his Inſtructions, how to proceed at Miſs La- 
mour's; only cautioning him, to take Care of 
her Art, and not to let his Paſſion prevail over 
his Prudence, either by again renewing his 
Courtſhip, or by ſuffering her to diſcover he 
was ſet on by me. Let me alone,” he 
replied, ©* I have done with my Love, and 
« I ſhall now purſue my Intereft; and I am 
« ſure I ſhall find my Account more in 
« obliging you, than her.“ Well then,” 
1 faid, . all depends upon your Diſcretion 
4 Remember, I truſt all to your Prudence 
„and Management. 


CHAP. XV. 

Mr. Reddy s Succeſſ, Miß Lamour vi/its 
- the Auther, &c. Her Diſcovery. Gives the 
Author a Letter, which ſhe had juſt received 
from Gayton, and promiſes to reveal other 
Secrets of great Importance. 


HAD now Leiſure to reflect on the im- 
rudent Reſolution I had taken, of with- 
drawing myfelt from Town, and how bap- 
pily I was diverted from it by Miſs Freeborn's 
Viſit. Had I been gone, there would have 
been no Chance of detecting this Villainy, 
and now we were upon a good Scent. I 
Pleaſed myſelf with the flattering Hopes of 
reſtoring Peace to a good Family, Tranquil- 
lity to my Friend, Character to Mifs Free- 


barn, and confirming the good Opinion of 
myſelf, 


Loves and FRIENDSHIP. 159 
myſelf, I had made my Study to deſerve. 
How pleaſing a Proſpect, from the Reverſe ! 
Theſe Ideas Sleep drove from my Mind ; 
but they preſented themſelves again, and 
diverted my Morning, till, as Miſs had 
gueſſed, her Papa came. eng 
I ENQuIRED after Heartly, and was told, 
he was much better, but very melancholy. 
„He aſks much to ſee my Daughter, Mr. 
Freeborn ſaid; “ but I do not yet think it 
« proper — I want to be Maſter of the 
“ Scheme firſt—He ſeems too very ſorry for 
& you, as he believes you very bad. I am 
„glad to find my Daughter wants to ſee 
„ him, for indeed I ſhould have been ſorry 
& to have ſeen her carry her Reſentment far, 
% as Heartly is the only Man I wiſh to be 
% my Son-in-Law.” I anſwered, & My 
„Agent is not yet returned; but, if you 
„“ will come and favour me with your Com- 
& . pany at Dinner, you then may have ſome 
“ farther Information.“ I will,“ he ſaid; 
but I muſt go upon Change. 

Ar Three o' Clock he returned, and, very 
obligingly, brought Mifs with him, and juſt 
after came Reddy. I ſaw he was full of 
News, and deſired him to be free, as we 
were all intereſted in his Account: Upon 
which he ſaid, + When I went to Miſe La- 
& mour's, I was at firſt recerved very coolly; 
c but, upon telling her I was ſorry to hear 
« Mr. Gayton and ſhe had quarreited—Pray, 
& ſaid ſhe, who gave you your in 4 
* 1. 
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« Mr. Gayton, I anſwered, told me at the 
„ Cofftee-Houſe. Mr. Gayton is a Villain, 
« ſhe replied; and, when you ſee him 
« again, pray tell him fo: And let him know 
1. it is in my Power, he well knows, to 
4e prove him a Villain — What! dares he 
<« talk of me in a Coffee-Houſe ! Pray what 
« might the gay Gentleman ſay? Upon 
Which I told her what he ſaid, without 
« mincing it; B—, accompliſhed «whe A 
6“ Villain ! ſaid ſhe, did he dare call me B—? 
“ But I will expoſe him: I will go to Mr. 
« 4— or Mr. Freeborn, and expoſe the Vil- 
„ lam—lI am finely uſed indeed, for being 
4 his Fool ! I could tear my Eyes out—But 
4 J will be revenged, that I will, When 
« ſhe took Pen and Ink, and, after writing 
& this Note, deſired me to give it to you.” | 
« Well, Mr. Reddy, ſaid I, that there is 
“ a Secret to be diſcovered, 1 do not doubt; 
& let me ſee what this may tell, and 18 
I read it aloud. 


_—_ 81 R, | a ; 
AM really aſhamed of my ill Conduts 

— and, if you will promiſe me no Harm 
c ſhall come to me, I will wait on you, and 
“ let you know ſuch a Scene of Villainy, 
“ that, when known, will ſet all to rights 
in Mr. Freeborn's injured Family. 
X l Os | i: 

«. Your humble Seruant. 

tles e LAMOUR.” 75 


80 So 
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So then,” ſaid I, „we muſt wait a 

6e little longer; but I will anſwer the Lady's 

4 Billet, according to her Deſire, and beg 

c Mr. Reddy after Dinner to endeavour to 

« bring her here.” Accordingly I wrote her | 
the following Letter: 


cc MAD AM, 
> R. Freeborn's Family is extremely 
< M injured, and it will be doing a 
great Piece of Juſtice to ſet Matters to 
« rights, if it is in your Power. Favour me 
4 with your Company, and you may depend 
« upon my Honour and Secrecy, and that 
&« no Harm ſhall come to you. You muſt 
in deal ingenuouſly, for that will be expected. 
« am, Madam, 
« Your humble Servant, 
| « F. 


* 


* 


IT was not long before ſhe came; but, 
when ſhe ſaw Mr. Freeborn and his Daugh- 
ter, ſhe was ready to fink. ++ Come, Miſs,“ 
ſaid I, © do not be frightened; as I received 
% your Note in the Preſence of this Compa- 
e ny, and they are fo much intereſted in 
„what you have to diſcover, I hope you 
„will give them that Satisfaction, and not 
let us remain any longer in Suſpence.”” 
Upon which, recovering herſelf, ſhe ſaid 
„After the many Difappointments Gaytcn 
« met with, in his Deſigns upon Mr. Reddy, 
9 he vowed Revenge upon Mr. A—; ſwear- 
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ing he would ſtick at nothing to compaſs 
„ his Ends, for he was ſure it was he who 
« croſſed him in every Thing: And, when 
ö „% he came from Mr. Fainall's, he was in 
| * great Spirits, ſaying, He had ſeen ſome- 
| thing that ſhould ſet. Heartly in a Flame. 
J aſked him what it was? for my Revenge 
« was ſweet as his. Then he told me, That 
| « he had ſeen Mr. A— kiſs Miſs Freeborn ; 
& and I will get a Friend of mine to write 
% a Letter to Heartly in ſuch ambiguous 
Terms, that I make no Doubt of its Suc- 
„ ceſs. This he had done, and, a Day or 
* two after, told me he had ſeen Heartly, 
„and he was ſure he was ſulky. He then 
„ propoſed another Thing to me, and ſwore 
| « fo ſolemnly, that if I would aſſiſt him in 
j « the Execution of it, he would immediate- 
| ly marry me; upon which Promiſe, I 
| & agreed to do whatever he would: Which 
| „ was, that ] ſhould contrive ſome Way to 
1 „ get Miſs Freeborn to my Aunt's, and then 
J ſhould perſuade her to drink a Glaſs of 
& what he would bring me; which would fo 
| « ſtupify her, that when he had had his 
| e Ends upon her, ſhe would not be able to 
« remember any Thing of the Matter, and 
© jt would be no hard Matter, in the Hu- 
« mour Heartly was in, to ſet Mr. A- 
« and him a tilting, and they might kill 
© one another and be d—n'd.' _ 
«© WHaT an iniquitous Scheme do I 
« hear!” ſaid Mr, Freeborn . But rays 
Oe | : « Mils, 


— 
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ce Miſs, proceed.“ Indeed, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, 
*] was ſtartled at the Propoſal ; 3 but, upon 
6 his reiterated Oaths to marry me, I went 
* on; and, having got a Promiſe from your 
1. Daughter that ſhe would juſt call the next 
«© Time ſhe came out, I told Gayton; upon 
«© which he brought me a Bottle, and bid 
© me do as I was directed. But indeed, be- 
ing fearful of the Conſequences, I threw 
half of it away, and filled the Bottle up 
„ with Wine. Gayton kept much at our 
„ Houſe, expecting Miſs; and when ſhe. 
& came, and Gig ſhe had liked to have 
brought Company with her, for ſhe had 
« juſt met Mr. A——, but he was gone 
about ſome Buſineſs and would call upon 
& her preſently, Gaylon whiſpered me, It was 
<« better and better; now he ſhould have 
 & his full Revenge. 

« ApTER much Perſuaſion,” continued 
Miſs Lamour, ** Miſs Freeborn drank about 
& half a Glaſs, and ſoon after Gayton began 
& to be very familiar with her; but ſhe 
c treated him very roughly, and was not fo 
& much ſtupified as he imagined ſhe would 
% have been: However, not chuſing Mr. 
& 4—— ſhould find her even as ſhe was, 
“ and he with her, he went away; and had 
not been long gone, before indeed Mr. 
66% 4—— came. He ſeemed greatly con- 
«© cerned to ſee Miſs ſo, and took her with 
« him. Mr. Hearth, in about an Hour af- 
0 ter, came and aſked for Miſs; and * 
cc ton 
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“ ion, being returned, told him, Mr. — 


& and ſhe had been a long while gone, in 
&« very good Humour, together; that Miſs 
% had waited above two Hours for him, and 
« then immediately went with him. Mr. 
& Heartly ſeemed fretted—muttering ſome- 
“ thing to himſelf, but would not ſtay. 
e Gayton laughed heartily; and cry'd out, 
„It works—it will do—1 know them both 
„They will ſoon be at it, and we ſhall 
% have all the Diverſion to ourſelves: 
Though. dn her, I am forry ſhe had not 
„ Reaſon to remember her Viſit, for pre- 
&« ferring that grave Fool before me—And 
% afterwards ſeemed very much pleaſed to 
hear of the Duel, and the Danger Heartly 
& was in. At laſt I told him my Fears, and 
% how I had ated; at which he flew in a - 
& violent Paſſion, d.—n'd my Conſcience, 
& ſaying, He did not imagine before it 
“ ſtuck at any Thing: Bu 11 repent 
s it, for he would never ſee me more — nor 
&« have I indeed ſeen him ſince.? 
„ Very pretty!” exclaim'd Mr. Freeborn, 
„ my Daughter, without the Excuſe of In- 
& clination,, was to be ruined, and Mr, 
& Heartily or this Gentleman was to be killed 
„ upon her Account! It has pleaſed Provi- 
«, dence to preſerve my Daughter' s Honour, 
sand the Gentlemens Lives: But what Re- 
% compence is to be made to Mr. * | 
&« for the Loſs of his Lady? TheRegard he 
«c * ſhowed to my Family has occaſioned him 


2 1 . | 6 only 
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& only now to be the Sufferer: But though 
you have a Promiſe of being not moleſted 
„ upon this Affair, Mr. Gayton muſt not, 
nor ſhall carry it off ſo.” Sir,“ I an- 
ſwered, „we have got at more than could 
be expetted; and, if you will truſt it to 
« me, after we have ſeen the Iſſue of Mr. 
Heatily's Illneſs, you ſhall have ample Re- 
« venge: But we muſt keep this Tranſ- 
action a Secret from every one, but thoſe 
« concerned.” 35 25 
„Miss,“ I ſaid to Miſs Lamonr, you 
mentioned your Aunt; could you not as 
« well have ſaid your Mother?“ «+ Sir! 
« Sir!” ſhe replied; <** Sir! how came you 
« to know that! But I can, at a proper 
« Time, tell you ſomething that concerns 
„ yourſelf — I beg now to be excuſed.” 
« Upon your Honour to keep all theſe 
« Things ſecret,” I replied, <* I do not de- 
& fire to know now; but aſſure yourſelf; I 
e knew how Mr. Gayton and you ſchemed it 
% at Staines, and that prevented your Marri- 
«© age.” Dear Sir,” ſhe cried, “no more 
“I will never ſpeak a Word of this 
Pray no more! “ It is your Intereſt,” I 
ſaid, “ to keep your Word, for you too 
„ ſhall have full Revenge. What a villain- 
ce ons Method,” I cried, “ has been taken 
* to impoſe upon poor Heartly's Under- 
«-ſtanding! The only Kiſs I ever gave Miſs 
„ Freeborn, and that given in Complaiſance 
„to Miſs Szeddy, to occaſion this Joy 
66 An 
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© and Blood! But, Mr. Gayton, I will be a 
& Match for you yet; let me but once more 
& fee Heartly, and find him do this young 


Lady the Juſtice due to the Eſteem ſhe 
has for him, and I ſhall have Leiſure to 


„ attend you—As to Miſs Steddy, I give 
& her up to her own idle Notions.“ No,“ 
anſwered Mr. Freeborn, I am intereſted 
&« there, and muſt make an Excuſe for her; 


perhaps ſhe has been impoſed on equally 


& with ourſelves — She had equal Reaſon 


„ with Heartly; though I could have wiſhed, 
„ ſhe had let me know where to ſend to 


<0.” 

Ma. Reddy received our Thanks, for his 
diligent Part; and Mr. Freeborn and his 
Daughter went to their Home, promiſing I 


ſhould know how Things went. Miſs La- 


mour took her Leave of me, with Aſſurance 
that ſhe had ſomething of Importance to 


communicate to me, and, when ſhe was at 


Liberty to do it, ſhe would. I did not preſs 
her to tell me, and, enjoining her Secrecy 
again, I went to the Coffee-houſe, for the 
firſt Time ſince my Duel. There I heard 
that Mr. Scruple had married his Daughter 
off very well, and the Day after had mar- 
ried his Houſe-keeper. So, thought I, Miſs 


 Sukey has managed her Part very dexter- 
ouſly. I could not help being pleaſed with 
the Girl's Conduct, eſpecially as ſhe had pre- 


vailed upon the old Fellow to give his 
Daughter an handſome Sum down; and 
| - which, 
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which, it was more than probable, he would 
not have done, had not his own Fondneſs for 
Miſs Sukey given her the Aſcendant over his 
Covetouſneſs. 

A coop many Compliments were paid me, 
and a good many Queſtions aſked me, as to 
the Occaſion of the Quarrel : But, as it was 
no one's Buſineſs to know, I anſwered in ge- 
neral, The Point was too delicate to be com- 
municated to too many. | 

Tae next Day Miſs Lamour came again, 
full of the good Fortune that had happened 
to her late Maid; “ She has married a Man, 
„they ſay, worth Twenty Thouſand 
& Pounds,” ſhe cried: What, I wonder, 
& could he ſee in her? But it is better to be 
“ fortunate than rich.” * Miſs Lamour,” 1 
ſaid, © I have been told you taught her to 
„ wheedle him; and ſhe is an apt Scholar, I 
* find—l[t cannot injure you * all—She has 
« done well, I think; and Gaytons Child 
„will be as warm at his 3 as at a 
& Pariſh-Nurſe's.” She coloured, but turn- 
ed the Diſcourſe, by telling me, She had 
received a Letter from Gayton, which ſhe 
ſhowed to me. 


« Dear Kitty, 
« AM forry for the Haſtineſs of my 
bh 1 Temper, laſt Time I ſaw you. I am 
e obliged to go out of Town, but as ſoon 
« as I come back, I will wait upon you 
« yet [ think it proper to inform you, That 
« [ know 
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& | know for certain Miſs Freeborn and her 


„Father viſit Mr. 4—; fo I imagine 


Things are likely to be made-up there, as 
66  Heartly is out of Danger. I do not doubt 
„ but there will be great Enquiry made into 
the Affair, and how, it happened Miſs 
came to go to Mr. As Lodgings. Pray 
% be ſecret; for, if we do not diſcover our- 
« ſelves, no one elſe can. Aſſure yourſelf 
5 { Leſteem you, and am : 
| „ Yours, 

« THOMAS GAYTON.” 


cc "Tila Letter, Miſs, I ſaid, ** I muſt 
& keep. You find I know more of your 
“ Tranſactions than you thought, or could 
& have any way imagined I did; yet ſo it is, 
„and I muſt be obliged in this, Well,” 
ſaid ſne, „I believe you deal with the De- 
« vil; but, as a Proof of my being ſorry 
6 for what I have done, keep it.“ 

Sa ſcarce ſpoke, when my Brother came 
in; and ſhe cried at once, „ ſee you have 
„ Company; good bye.“ He was glad to 
ſee me, and expreſſed a great deal of Con- 
cern at what had happened ; ſaying, he was 
ſent by Miſs Freeborn, to know if I was at 


Home: That he had been informed, by his 


Maſter, what I had done for him, and he 
would deſerve my future Favour. 

He was very inquiſitive after Miſs Lamour, 
and 1 told him who ſhe was. He was certain 
he knew her, and ſaid ſho was like his Siſter, 

[ "__ | 
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I laughed at that, yet was mightily pleaſed 
to ſee him ſo much improved, and affured 
him he ſhould want no Encouragement 
I could give him; and then telling him I 
would wait for Mils, he went to her. 
Wurm ſhe came, ſhe had a great deal of 
News for me: Heartly,” ſaid ſhe, „ aſked - 
« for me Yeſterday, when I was here; and 
« was told, I was with yon. And where is 
« Mr. Freeborn ?” e With his Daughter,” 
Mrs. Williams ſaid. What have I done! He 
6 replied. Pray let me ſee them, when they 
return. Accordingly, my Father went to 
«© him—He again aſked for me. She is not 
« well, my Father anſwered. Heartly cried, 
„, She is well enough to viſit Mr. A; [ 
« want to ſpeak to her. To which my Fa- 
« ther ſaid, He has not injured her, as you 
« have, Mr. Heartly; and, as he ſuffers 
ce through her Means, he clativie her attend- 
« ance in ſome Part. Oh! anſwered Heart- 
« Jy, let me ſee her—I am groſsly abuſed, 
or you are blind. I could yet believe her 
Let her deny it, and I will believe her 
« —But what Buſineſs has ſhe with Mr. 
« A-? He ſuffer, through her Means! 
«© Not the Half I ſuffer—l. love her- Oh! 
« what Pain at my Heart do I feel? Mr, 
« Hearily, replied my Father, you have 
e been groſly abuſed; nor can I tell whe- 
* ther my Authority will prevail on my 
„% Daughter to ſee you. I can help half 
«© Way to undeceive you; did you not re- 
<6" CVE 
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ceive a Letter concerning a Kiſs ?—Do you 
know who ſent it ?—Pray where is it? 
Here, ſaid Heartly ; how did you know I 
received it? From Miſs Lamour, my Fa- 
ther anſwered ; and the whole Scheme ſo 
unhappily ſucceſsful to the Loſs of your 
Friend and mine, and the Diſgrace of my 
Daughter ; and then told him the whole 
of their Contrivance. . Oh! ſaid Hearily, 
where were my Senſes ? Where was that 
Opinion I ought to have had of her Inte- 
git Fool! What has my Raſhneſs done 

y Heaven, Gayton laughed in my Face, 
when he told me the Truth maliciouſly. 


That da—n'd Letter was the Reaſon I 


turned even Truth to my Poiſon. Well, 
Mr. Heartly, anſwered my Father, I will 
bring my Daughter to you, if I can; and, 
when you are able to go out, fully ſearch 
out the Truth. I am convinced of the 
Honour of my Daughter, and her too 
great Love for you; and of the Sincerity 


of that Gentleman, we might ſtill have 


& called Friend—But his Loſs is great. Is 


cc 


cc 


he dead! cried Hearily, No, ſaid my Fa- 
ther, he is better: But Miſs Steday, take- 
ing it for granted your Jealouſy was well 
founded, is gone, no one knows whither. 
That 1s his Loſs ; and, as they loved each 
other, a great one. Here, added ſhe, 
is the curious Letter of Miſchief —I have 
not ſeen Heartly yet, but ſhall when I go 

| «© Home: 
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" Home: Though I will puniſh him, in- 
deed.” The Letter contained as follows: 


6 


* 


ec SIR, 
8 1 AM a Stranger to your Perſon, though 
« not to your Character; and I think it a 
Duty to inform you, I have Reaſon to be- 
lieve you are impoſed upon by your Friend, 
Mr. A—. Miſs Freeborn and he appear 
& to me to be too great—lt is known he 
&« kiſſes her—]T have ſeen him kiſs her; when, 
„ believe, they thought no one ſaw them 
4 It is a Pity a Gentleman ſhould be ſo much 
« impoſed upon. If you think it worth 
“ your while, I will atteſt it when you pleaſe. 
l can do no more than give you this kind 
Information, and beg you to believe I 
& honour your Merit: which occaſioned 
« this Trouble from, 
6 009 
& Your bumble Servant.” 


66 
cc 


K 


* 


Ogservinc there was no Name to this 
Epiſtle, I could not help remarking that, 
had Heartly given himſelf one Minute's Time 
to think, he would have been puzzled to 
find his Informer; and that theſe anony- 
mous Letters ought to have had no Weight, 
with a Perſon of his good Senſe. “ But, 
„ Miſs,” I added, © I have now real Ad- 
vice to give you; and, in taking it, you 
„ will very much oblige me. OneKils has 
" occaſion” d a great deal of Blood, and, 
I 6 when 
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e when Heartly and you meet, I deſire you 
e to give him twenty. He has ſuffered 
„ enough; and I engage, now his Eyes are 
«© opened, he will (uffer more. He has 
more to feel now his Senſes are about him, 
& than he could feel in his Fever. Meet his 
«© Love with Tenderneſs, and impute his 
„% Reproaches to his Madneſs.” Pretty 
„Advice, indeed,” ſhe anſwered ; „ but, 
« I confeſs, I want to ſee how he will be- 
„ have, or what he wants to ſee me ſo much 
“ for.” © Very well, Miſs,” I replied; 
« but take this Letter of Mr. Gayton's with 
« you, and Heartly will be mad indeed.“ 
When ſhe had read it, ſhe cry'd, He 
<« ſhall have it, and your Compliments, I 
“ aſſure you.” After ſhe was gone, I took 
it into my Head that I would go thither my- 
ſelf; thinking, as I had been at the Coffee- 
' Houſe, it would look odd if I did not. 


er. XVI. 

Contains Mr. Heartly's and the Author's Meet- 
ing. An Inſtance of Miſs Steddy's Genero- 
fity. Marriage intended to be inflicled on two 
Criminals, as a Puniſhment. The Author 
goes into the Country—On what Account. 

Another Inftance of Gayton's Villainy. 


HEN I came to Mr. Freeborn's, my 
| firſt Entry gave me an Earneſt of the 
Reception I ſhould meet with farther ; the 
Servants ſhowing a viſible Satisfaction, in my 

making 
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making my Appearance among them again. 


One run to acquaint my Brother, not know- 


ingl had ſeen him, that I was there : But, in- 
ſtead of him, Mr. Freeborn came to me, ſay- 
ing, This is kind, to prevent us! Heartly 
© has deſired to ſee you, My Daughter 1 1s 
& with him, and I will introduce you. 

WHEN we came to his Chamber, Mr. Free- 
born went in, and told him an Acquaintance 
was come to viſit him. I thought he would 
have ſtarted out of Bed: © Is it poſſible !”” He 
cry'd—*<* I do not deſerve this Favour—lI 
e“ ſuffer now indeed—Oh ! my Friend, what 
« did I endeavour to do? 

Miss Freeborn was fitting upon his Bed, 
and it was plainly to be perceived their firſt 
Interview had been tender. She ſaid, Vou 
“ never told me your Intentions, or 1 would 
{© have'forewarned Mr. Heartly—He was juſt 
« preſſing me to ſend for you.“ „My dear 
„ Hearthy,“ I cry'd, © I am heartily glad to 
ce ſee you ſo well, and in ſuch Company. We 


% are neither to blame; I, from my Soul, 


forgive you, and think the Accident is bet- 
& ter for us both.“ am aſhamed,” he 
replied; „I ought to be ſo- How have I 
« injured this dear Object of all my Wiſhes ! 
«© How would I have been pleaſed to have 
« killed you! Come, come,” ſaid I, © it 
ce is paſt : Let us now only remember, we 
* owe ſome juſtice to this Lady. Get well, 
& and Gayton muſt be puniſhed in his Turn.“ 

«On, Lord! 2 * Freeborn, I have 


2 60 forgot | 
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ce forgot the Letter, as indeed, Mr. A—, I 
% did my Reſentment—He ſeemed fo forry, 
ce that could not be angry: But there it is; 
« pray now, Mr, Heartly, read that.” 
WHEN he had read the Letter, he replied, 
c T could never have believed it of him. I 
« ſtill thought it was Miſs Lamour's Contrive- 
* ance, and ſhe named him only to ſcreen 
« herſelf : But the Villain ſhall feel my Re- 
„ ſentment. What! Rape and Murder! 
„ What a Dupe ! What a Fool have I been! 
© Firſt to be the Dupe of Mr. Nobody, and 
then the Fool of Mr. Gayton. I have now 
* nothing to diſturb my Spirits, and ſhall be 
« well in a few Days. I am happy again in 
% Love and Fxfexbsne—With what Ten- 
„ derneſs has ſhe forgiven me! and Wit 
hat Care have you undeceived me 
Mx. Preeborn ſaid; He was now again him- 
ſelf; and Mrs. Heartly aſked my Pardon, for 
not coming to ſee me. Mrs. Williams ex- 
preſſed herſelf, That ſhe never thought it 
would be otherwiſe; for ſhe had too good an 
Opinion of me and Miſs, to believe either of 
us capable of | harbouring a Thought of fo 
' baſe an Action, as was imputed to us: In 
ſhort, an univerſal Joy ſpread through the 
Family; only poor Heartly was very much 
dejected at Miſs Steddy's. Abſence, yet hoped 
the good News would reach her, and then he 
was ſure, from what he had ſeen of her good 
Nature, ſhe would be as ready to aſk my 
Pardon, 
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Pardon, as he had been Miſs Freeborn's ; and 
he deſired I would grant it with as much Fa- 
cility and Tenderneſs, as ſhe had done. 
Upon which I anſwered him, That my Incli- 


nations would readily conform to his Defire, 


and that, if I might form my Judgment upon 


her Letter to me, I imagined it would not 
be an eaſy Matter to find out where ſhe had 
ſecreted herſelf. ** 1 blame,” I ſaid, „her 
<< precipitate Reſolution, and can make no 
& other Excuſe for it, than the good Opinion 
<« ſhe had of you. She muſt think you had 
“ ſ(ufficient Reaſons for what you did, and 
your Reaſons ferved her. This ſoftens 
% my Reſentment, and will prevent my 
« withdrawing the Eſteem 1 have profeſſed 
& for her, and hinder my fixing it elſe- 
* 

« ALL this,” anſwered Heartly, © T have 
e occaſion'd, for want of a Minute's Thought: 
« Yet I think her Affairs will require her ta 
„ let Mr. Freeborn know where ſhe is.“ In- 
„ deed,” replied Mr. Freeborn, „they will 
& not; for I ſettled with her entirely when 
„ ſhe was here, and put the /udia Bonds, and 


e all other Securities, into her own Hands: 


« She telling me, That as Mr. 4 — had 
& been ſo generous as never to aſk her what 
ec her Fortune was, ſhe ſhould chuſe to ſur- 
92 him with more, ſhe believed, than 

e expected; and, as to any Settlement, 

« ſhe would have no Lawyer's Buſineſs at 
1:9 ve” ur 
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« her Wedding, for ſhe was ſo well convinced 
« of Mr. 4—'s Honour and Generoſity, that 
« he would prevent her aſking him for any 
85 Thing; and, ſince ſhe had reſolved to 
„ give her Perſon to him, he ſhould take 
* all Pray, Papa,” Miſs Freeborn aſked, 
% what, if it is a fair Queſtion, may ſhe be 
% worth?” I think,” he anſwered, © itis a 
* Queſtion I am at Liberty to anſwer : 
„ She is not worth much leſs than Twenty 
„ Thouſand Pounds. She has been pretty 
lucky in two or three Lotteries, and is very 
« frugal. She has lived quite retired, ſince 
I knew her: Her Expences are really 
t trifling, ſo that her Money has conſtantly 
„ made Money.“ | 

„ Well,” ſaid Heartly, &« this is all my 
Doings, and my Puniſhment is to be hap- 
pier than I have deſerved : But I ſhall ne- 
“ ver perfectly enjoy myſelf, *till the Inno- 
e cent are as happy as myſelf.” „My good 
% Friend,” I anſwered, be not uneaſy 
% upon my Account: I am meditating a 
« a pretty ſevere Revenge upon Mr. Gayton, 
% which, when you are well enough to aſſiſt 
« me in, I will inform you of.” „ For 
« God's ſake, no more fighting,” cry'd Miſs 
Freeborn, ** No, no, Miſs, 1 aſſure you,” 
J replied, © I am under no Apprehenſion of 
„ Gayton's having any Manner of Inclination 
& to that Sort of Sport: Theſe Writers of 
anonymous Letters are generally great 


3 Enemies 


* 
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„Enemies to the Sight of Blood. Stabbing 
% in the Dark is a pretty ſafe Method; and 
* the Diſcovery we have made is not from 
& any Contrition in Miſs Lamour, but from 
« a Pique of Reſentment, at Gayton's treat- 
« 1ng her in that vulgar Manner. We are 
% indebted to her Anger, not her Sorrow; 
& and, I promiſe you, ſhe ſhall have her Share 
& jn the Puniſhment her Paramour is to un- 
“ dergo. What would you think now, if I 
e ſhould contrive it ſo as to couple them to- 
ce gether?” © Exquiſite Revenge,” faid 
Heartly, if it was but poſſible to be brought 
% about ls that it? I will aſſiſt you,” 1 
c know,” I anſwered, ſhe loves him, and 
4% will be ready enough ; and if, as I intend 
% he ſhall, he marries her, Jealouſy at the 
« ſame Moment enters the Houſe, and a 
&« Dog and Cat would agree better than 
e them. They know ſo much of each other, 
& that there would never be wanting Fuel to 
& keep up a continual Heart-burning be- 
e tween them, The accompliſhed Lady 
« wilt be loſt in the Wife, and the Beau 
% ſhow a mere Nothing in the Huſband.” 
Mr. Freeborn and Miſs thought] ſhould find 
great Difficulties in the Execution of my 
Scheme: I] do not think ſo,“ I ſaid; „ but 
e they muſt be let alone a little. Let Gay- 
& 70n be lulled in a perfect Belief, that he is 
e not ſuſpected in this Affair, and leave the 
* reſt to me.“ 
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THEy wiſhed me Succeſs, and I took my 
Leave of my Friend and went Home, where 
L found a Letter from Mr. Williams : Who 
wrote me Word, how ſorry he was to hear of 
what had happen'd among us; and that, be- 
ing fully ſatisfied ſome groſs Impoſition had 
been put upon Hearily, he had not forgot the 
Promiſe he had 4 me, of doing ſome- 
thing for Mr. Reddy; and, being now in his 
Power, he deſired me to ine him, That 
he had a Place of conſiderable Profit to diſ- 
poſe of, and intended it for him, but there 
Wat. Charge upon it: The good Man 

« who poſleſfed it laſt left one Daughter, 
without any Fortune, he wrote; and 
if Mr. Reddy will take a Wife of my re- 
* commending, the Place ſhall go with her. 
We have ſeveral here who would be glad 
« of my Offer, She is a very good Girl, 
« and not unhandſome; fo pray deſire 

him to be as expeditions as he can, in 
giving me his Anſwer : But you may in- 
“ form him, the Place is worth above One 
« Hundred Pounds a Year, and requires little 
« Attendance; with an Houſe in good Re- 
« pair, a pretty Orchard, and many other 
little Conveniences.” 

I MADE no Manner of Doubt of Mr. Reday's 
accepting the Offer, ſo the next Morning I 
took a Ride to acquaint him with the News. 
At Mr. Fainall's 1 found Mr. Gayton, who 
exprelled * Satisfaction at Mr. Heartly's 


being 


„. 


* 


40 
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being well recovered ; by which I was ſure 
that, notwithſtanding Reddy s communicative 
Temper, he had kept our Secret, and was 
very well pleaſed with his Conduct. I told 
Reddy my Journey was on purpoſe to him; 
but before I let him know the Buſineſs, he 
muſt hear me a few Words, and, as it was 
of no Manner of Conſequence, I would ſpeak 
before the Company. I have received 3 
& Letter,” I ſaid, „wherein there is an ad- 
«© vantageous Offer made you, and which I 
cc would adviſe you to accept of; but, as it 
& is attended with an Incumbrance, I muſt 
« defire you to weigh well what you do. 
% Marriage is for Life, and do not let the 
„% Good balance the Bad, nor make a Per- 
ec ſon afterwards unhappy. b auſe you only 
regarded what ſhe 5 1 you, and not 
« how you liked her. There is Mr. Wil- 
„ Hiams's Letter, but mind what I ſay to 


= ou.“ 

i E replied, after reading i it, © I am very 
00 much obliged to him and you; but I have 
“attended to what you ſaid, and do not 
00 chuſe to take a Pig 1 in a Poke.” 6 There 
<« is no Neceſſity for that, I replied : Take 
„your Horſe, pay Mr. Williams a Viſit, and 
8. ſee the Whole.“ 

Tuis was agreed to, and his Impatience 
was ſo great, that he ſet out the Minute after 
he had dined. *<« I am ſure,” faid Gayton, 
„„ he will take her and the Place: Reday is 


135 ſharp 


=" 
Ry 


| a. in the Morning 


vexatious to him. 
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<« ſharp ſet.” I agree with you this once, 
« I replied; becauſe I know Mr. Williams 
« would not have recommended a Wife to 
him, unleſs ſhe was one he ought to accept 
c of. « That I believe to be true, ſaid 
Mrs. Fainall ; e but I have heard a Gentle- 
in man's Miſtreſs has ſometimes helped an 
« Acquaintance to good Preferment, by be- 
coming his Wife.” Aye, aye,” cry'd 
% Fainall, “ ſuch Things have been done, 
„and what mighty Thing is in it? When 
< my Lord or a Gentleman's Paſſion cools, 
« if Miſs repents and ſtoops to marry the 
% Man he chuſes for her, ſhe is ſecure from 
„ Reproach.” 

IT asKeD Gayton when he had ſeen Miſs 
Lamour ? *©* Not fome Days,” he anſwered : 
«© Wequarrelled laſt Time we were together, 
« but I will make it up with her when J go 
« to Town, which I intend to do To-morrow 

— She is a good Girl in the Main.” Ac- 
he ſet off, and I 
acquainted Mr. and Mrs. Farnall what an 


Hand he had, in occaſioning Heartly and me 


to quarrel ; but that we ſhould enjoin him a 
Penance, which would not prove a little 
* Well,” faid ſhe. I 
do not want to know, but neither you nor 


«c my Brother can uſe him bad enough. Mr. 


* Fainall ſtood to it all along there was ſome 
4 foul Doing, and that my Brother had been 


% made the Fool of ſome deſigning Villain or 


« other : But Gayteæ ken he came, ſeemed 
1 0 


* 
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fſo pleaſed that you were both well again, 
% that we never ſuſpected him in the leaſt.“ 
& Faith, anſwered Fainall, I did not know 
% whom to ſuſpect, it was ſo odd an Affair; 
« only aſſure yourſelf, I never ſuſpected Miſs 
% Freeborn nor you. I am pretty well ac- 
« quainted with Mr. Gayton's Proficiency in 
* the Art of Diſſimulation, but I thought it 
e jmpoſſible that he ſhould be capable of 
« impoſing upon my Brother-in-Law, as he 
& knew his Tricks ſo well and ſo lately. 

„% BuT now we are talking of Gayton,” 
continued Mr. Fainall, „Ib will tell you a 
% Story of him, which he calls his Maſter- 
piece. About five Years ago he courted 
c a very pretty young Lady, with her Fa- 
ce ther's Conſent ; and every Thing, as to 
« Fortune and Settlement, was agreed 
upon, and Preparations making for the 
« Wedding; in which Time he was very 
& ſolicitous with Miſs, to anticipate the Cere- 
«© mony. He confeſſes, he was a long while 
« perſuading her to hearken to his Propoſal ; 
« however, at laſt ſhe ſuffered herſelf to be 
% over-prevailed upon, and a Servant he 
„% then had married them. In about a 
« Week's Time his Paſhon cooled, and one 
« Night he put his Servant to bed to her, 
« when ſhe was faſt aſleep. He then im- 

<< mediately called up her Father, and, tell- 
ing what a Diſcovery he had made, begged 
ce his Pardon if he refuſed to marry his Man's 
«<< W-—, Away they went to Miſs's 
| Chamber 
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entering waked her—Gayton favoured his 


Chamber—The Father's Agony is not 
eaſily expreſſed—The Noiſe they made in 


Man's Eſcape, though he made two or 
three falſe Paſſes at him, ſwearing he 
would kill the Dog. Miſs was in the 
utmoſt Confuſion and Diſtreſs : She knew 
herſelf guilty of having liſtened to Gay/on, 
and ſaw herſelf over-reached. It was to no- 


Purpoſe to talk to her Father: His own Eyes 


had ſeen the Man in Bed, and they were 
ſtronger Evidences than all her Pleadings. 
Gayton triumphantly took his Leave, and 
Miſs was kept two Years a Priſoner, never 
once ſeeing her Father; who, then dying, 
left her only what he could not leave from 


her, a little Eſtate, which was her's in 


Right of her Mother. Thither ſhe went, 
and there ſhe lives retired ; mourning her 
Folly, and lamenting his Villainy.” 

« MR. Fainall, ſaid his Wife, how 


can you bear the Sight of him, after ſuch 


a Story! My Dear,” he replied, « 1 was 
then ſunk in faſhionable Vice, and thought 
all Play fair Play, when a pretty Woman 
was concerned, I tell this now to ſhow 
our Friend what Gayton can do, not that I 
now approve of it. I aſſure you, now I 
view it in a different Light.” + How 
unhappy,” I ſaid, © muſt the Life of that 
young Lady be! How ſevere her Re- 
flections upon her own precipitate Conſent ! 
* ABLE yourſelf, Gayton, Puniſhment waits 

wy you 
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4e you, though not W to your Vil- 
& lainy. 

WEN I returned to Toma. I found Miſs 
Williams at Mr. Freeborn's ; ſhe being taken 
from School, to go with her Mamma. into- 
the country. They now only waited till 
Heartly's Wedding was over, who had been 
Abroad, and was quite recover'd. He had 
many Queſtions aſked him at the Coffee- 
Houſe ; to which he anſwered, That he had 
been oreatly impoſed upon, by ſome name 
leſs Raſcal or other; whom, if he ſhould ever 
be fo happy as to diſcover, he would heartily 
thank with his Cane. ** Gayton,” added he, 
« was preſent, and ſeemed to me not to re- 
ec liſh the promiſed Favour.” . 
| When I told Fainall's Story to them, 
Miſs Williams gave great Attention to it; 
and, I believe, it had more Effect in driving 
her fooliſh Notion of Love out of her Head, 
than her Confinement. She cried heartily at 
the ſad: Account, and agreed with every one- 
preſent, that Gayton was a conſummate Vil- 
lain, Mrs. Williams ſaid, A pretty Fellow- 
“ to make an Huſband, indeed!“ and was 
going on to repeat ſome old Grievances : But 
her Daughter prevented her, by aſſuring her 
ſhe ſhould never think of him more, nor would 
ever give any Occaſion to have her Conduct 
queſtioned again—And Miſs was reſtored. 
perfectly to her Mother's Favour. 

I Had then to inform them, upon what Er- 
rand Mr. Reddy was gone ; and Mrs, 2 
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told us, ſhe had alſo received a Letter from 


her Nephew, in which he informed her who 


the young Woman was; that ſhe had ſeen 
her, when ſhe was laſt in the Country; and 
that ſhe was a very agreeable ſober Perſon ; 
and wiſhed Reddy, if he approved of the 


Place and her, might make ſo good an 


Huſband as ſhe ſeemed to deſerve. Heartly 
and Mr. Freeborn obſerved, he did not want 
Senſe or good Nature; and, as he had lately 
been ſo mortified in his own Love-Affairs, he 
might think it prudent to accept another's 
Recommendation ; and that, as ſhe was 
ſaid to be a deſerving young Woman, they 
did not doubt his behaving well to her. 
« Yes, indeed,” ſaid Miſs Frteborn, . 
„ believe he will upon two Accounts. It is 
&« his Intereſt to have a Regard to Mr. Mil- 
& liams's Recommendation; and to uſe her 
% well, if he would keep well with him: 
« But I ſhall be glad to hear Mr. Reddy's 
% own Sentiments upon the Matter.” I 
anſwered, © He will no Way difoblige Mr. 


« Williams by a Refuſal, he would rather 


« commend him for it; but he loſes his 


« Favour intirely, if he diſcovers his Choice 


« was made with both Eyes fixed upon the 


Place. He is ſo good an Huſband himſelf, 


& that he will not favour one who is not.“ 
Ma. Freeborn told me, I ſhould not know 
his Houſe now, it was ſo altered; upon which 


I privately aſked Heartly, when he propoſed 
ſhould be his Wedding? To which he re- 


_ plied, 


- 
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Plied, «© I am greatly perplexed in my 
own Thoughts: I ought now to have it as 
“ ſoon as poſlible, but then where is. Miſs 
% Steddy? | cannot bear that, when I have 
% drove her away by my Folly and made 
you unhappy, I ſhould be haſtening my 
% own Happineſs.” I anſwered, „That I 
e inſiſted upon her not being mentioned to 
& me any more upon that Account. In 
6 Juſtice to the Character of Miſs Freeborn, 
& you ought to give the World a Proof of 
« your Opinion of her, by a fpeedy Mar- 
« riage. Maſs Szeddy will be found; and if 
« you would have me regard your Requeſts 
« to me, or your Profeſſions of Friendſhip, 
e make no formal ceremonious Delay. 
«© More is due to Lov E now, than to FRiEND- 
« 8HIP: And even ſuppoſing Miſs Freeborn 
« approves of your Reaſons, I am of Opinion 
«© ſhe will not be diſpleaſed with me, for 
* prevailing with you to difpenſe with them.” 
„% Well,” he replied, * it ſhall be as you de- 
© fire: 1 will ſpeak to Mr. Freeborn, and, 
« as every Thing 1 is ready it ſhall be at Miſs's 
« own Time.” 

I HaD an Opportunity of ſpeaking to Miſs 
upon the ſame Subject ; and told her, As our 
Quarrel, upon her Account, had made no 
little Noiſe, the World would never impute 
to FRIENDSHIP the Delay of her Wedding; 
and, to put a Stop to Calumny and Scandal 
at once, it was proper it ſhould be as ſoon 


as pollible ; I therefore begged her to fix = 
— Pay 


* , 
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Day as ſoon as ſhe could, as I believed the 
Queſtion would ſoon be put to her. Lord,” 
ſhe anſwered, © Hearily does not know his 
_ ** own Mind two Minutes But your Rea- 
“ ſons ſhall have due Weight with me. I 
% am ſuch a Fool, I ſhall ſay as he would 
& have me. When I came Home, I found 
the following Letter from Mr. Reddy. 


CHAP. XVII. x 
Mr. Reddy's Succeſs. My Lamour's import- 
ant Matter. The Author gives Miſs La- 
mour's Brotber Directious for bis Behaviour 
io her Mother. A Viſit —And other Things 


of Conſequence. 
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quillity of Mind, to return you my 
incere Thanks for your Share in promote- 
ing my good Fortune, ſo much beyond 
« my. Deſerts. Mr. Williams deſires his 
„ Compliments to all his Friends. Indeed 
& he has acted the Part of a Father to me, 
& more than a Friend; and his Recommend- 
« ation does Honour to his Judgment, on the 
« Part of the young Lady. I am aſhamed, 
„ now I behold ſo many TRUE, that ever 1 
% could ſuffer myſelf a Moment to like falſe ue 
„ Accompliſhments. Where I am, I ſee 
«- Beauty, Innocence, and Modeſty. in their 
“ primitive State. I now admire Neatneſs, 
S though out of the Mode ; | And prefer dif- 
E creet 
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&< creet Converſe, to over-bearing Wit. My 
Charmer, to fay all as it were in a Word, 
„ is the Reverſe of Miſs Lamour ; and has 
e obligingly let Mr. Williams know, ſhe has 
* no Objection to me. I could not defer 
letting you know my Happineſs. I am 
* now in the Poſſeſſion of my Place, which 
« js both Honourable and Profitable; and 
„ ſhall ſhortly be the moft happy among 
* mortal Race. My Heart overflows with 
« Gratitude and Love. I have ſnatch'd 
e theſe few Moments from my Charmer 
and, defiring you to let my Friends know 
«© my. Happineſs, ſubſcribe myſelf, 
„our moſt obedient, 
„And moſt bumble Servant, 
6 ANTHONY. REDDY, if 


1 HAD but juſt read i it when Miſs Lamour 
came m, very grave. and ſeemingly full of 
Thought. So, Miſs,” ſaid I, © what 
«© mighty Matter has happened, that occa- 
& ſions you to wear ſo grave a Face? Are 
« Mr, Gayton and you at Variance ſtill?“ 
«© No, indeed,” ſhe replied, we are per- 
te fect good Friends now; and he is ſo 
 & pleaſed that he is unſuſpected, that he 
«© vows he will never be angry with me any 
„% more.” Very pretty,” I anſwered; 
« ſo his good Humour makes you ſufficient 
«© Amends, for your genteel Way of Living 
*« with him. I ſuppoſe now you are ſorry, 
« * diſcovered this —— Gen» 

6 tleman.s. 
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« tleman's Baſeneſs.” „ Why indeed,” 


- The ſaid, „I believe, was it to do now, I 
4 ſhould not be ſo haſty But he has told 


„ me what Heartly ſaid at the Coffee-Houſe 


„Lord though, it would have made me 


* 


laugh if he had been caned, ſo I had not 
been ſuſpected of occaſioning it -I love 
« Miſchief mightily.” I dam very ſenſi- 
< ble you do, Miſs,” I anſwered; but if 
« Mr. Gayton is not the Cauſe of this unuſual 
«© Gravity, pray may I aſk you what is?” 
„Why,“ ſhe replied “ But you muſt pro- 
«© miſe me not to 6 angry — Will you pro- 
« miſe?” I will,” I anſwered, © if it is 


C 


* 


* no new Miſchief no more Rapes and 


« Murder.” „ Lord!” ſhe cried, ©* what a 


& terrible Speech there is—But you know, 


I told you | had an important Matter to 
1 diſcover to you, and my Mother has given 
% me Leave But I am in ſuch-Confuſion, 
«© ͤ do not know how I make a ſtrange Fi- 
« pure, I am ſure—Well, it muſt come 


<< out, and it is no more than that I am 


«. your Half-Siſter.” «© My Half-Siſter !” 
I anſwered; © Miſs you talk Riddles: Pray 
6c let the know how I came by the Honour 
« of ſo near an Alliance?“ „ Why,” - ſhe 
replied, © your Father was my Father, and 
him you have owned for your Brother is 
& my Brother. I knew him the firſt Time 
« I ſaw him at Mr. Freeborn's, which was 


the Reaſon I kept away *till he was gone 


% to Liſbon, I was afraid he would know 
«© me, 
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me, and we did not think it ſo proper 
then. We were afraid you would have 
reſented my Mother's putting him upon 
you, and that you would have obliged her 
to maintain him; which would by no 
Means have been agreeable to our Affairs, 
as they were managed—1 t would have 
'* ruined us.” We are,” I ſaid, ©, perfect- 
ly obliged to your Mother, and happy i in 
having found ſuch a Siſter. Her Fears 
were certainly well grounded, and I ſhould 
have acted as ſhe imagined. But now I. 
* think ſhe claims my warmeſt Thanks for 
her prudent Manner of Educating you, 
and her Tendernefs of your Reputation. 
% Mother indeed was too harſh a Name for 
* a Bawd to her own Daughter —Aunt was 
“ much more modiſh.” * Lord,” ſhe cried, 
& I find you are angry; I am ſorry I came 
& of this Errand.“ No, no, Miſs,” I re- 
plied, ** not at all; but ſurely, you will agree 
ee with me that ſhe deſerves all our Thanks. 
„ ſhe knew Idleneſs was the Ruin of many 
« young People, ſo prudently ſet you to 
& work early to maintain yourſelf, Indeed 
% ſhe ſuited her Labour diſcreetly enough 
to your Inclination and Conſtitution—You 
* had no Reaſon of Complaint—Mr. Scruple, 
«Mr. & „ and Mr. L——;, were ſober 
«© Gentlemen, and no one could ſuſpect their 
% Viſits were upon any impure Account 
© The Table and Character were equally 
maintained, and the Neice was 
ture 


— 
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e tured enough to aſſiſt the Aunt in her De- 
„ cline of Life.” Ob, Lord!” ſhe cried, 
% am ruined: Did you not promiſe to for- 
% give me?” I did, Miſs; and do in- 
„ deed,” I ſaid, © and fincerely pity you, 
but 1 did not promiſe to forgive her: Nor 
% can you, if you have any Senſe of what 
„ Reputation was, or Character ought to be. 
«© A Mother to ſeduce her Daughter! to 
lead her into Wickedneſs! to draw the 
% Curtains round the Bed of Sin! and to 
eat and drink of the Gains of a Child's 
© Diſhonour ! The Guardian of your Inno- 
© 6. cency, to be the Bawd to it! I abhor her!” 
Tunis ſet Miſs into a violent Fit of Crying. 

She dropped upon her Knees, and begged 
Forgiveneſs for her Mother as well as herſelf, 
pretending a great deal of Sorrow for her 
bad way of Life. As to ber being ſorry, I 
confeſs 1 believed very little of it; but, as I 
had meditated my Revenge upon Mr. Gayten, 
I thought it would not be proper to ſhow any 
publick Reſentment, ſo J ſuffered myſelf to 
be prevailed upon to forgive her Mother al- 
ſo: Upon which Miſs became pacified, and 
made me a pretty ingenuous Confeſſion; tell- 
ing me, That when my Father died, he did 
not leave above Five Hundred Pounds, be- 
| ſides the Houſhold Furniture behind him 
That then they remoyed into the City for 
fear I ſhould come and claim the Effects, 
changing their Names to Lamour; and, by 
her Mother's Direction, ſhe paſſed for her 
| | | | Neice, 
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Neice, tho' without any Notion upon what 


Intent—That her Mother having ſome Buſi- 
neſs with Mr. Scruple, he ſoon became inti- 
mate at their Houſe; and ſhe being not 
above Fifteen, he expreſſed a great Liking 


to her — That in ſhort, for Five Hundred 


Pounds, ſhe was prevailed upon to give her- 
ſelf up to him, and he in a Manner kept 
them at a great Expence— That indeed her 
Mother found Means to introduce two other 
old Gentlemen to her, though without their 
ever ſufpecting each other; and, having 
ſome Money now to put out, Mr. Scruple re- 
commended Mr. Pricors. and that occa- 
ſioned her becoming acquainted with Miſs— 
That it was owing to Sukey, that Mr. Scruple 


diſcovered her receiving other Company; 


upon which he took Sukey away, and had 
ſince married her. Very well, Miſs; your 
% Mother, I faid, „introduced the three 
« old Gentlemen, and you let the young 
& one introduce himſelf. I aſſure you, I am 
ee no Stranger to your whole Conduct. You 
% have a moſt excellent Mother: Pray what 
% might be her Motive for ſending you to 
% me with this great Piece of News?“ 


«© Why,” ſhe anſwered, „ ſhe was afraid 


c that ſornehow or other it would be known, 
« and ſhe thought to make you her Friend 
„ by letting you know it from her; and as 
« ſhe had your Father's Watch, which he 
ce deſired might be given to you, ſhe has 
« ſent it by me, and here it is.” «+ Well. 

| I anſwered 
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J anſwered, © it will ſerve your Brother: 
And now Miſs, or Siſter, as Gayton once 
& ſaid to you about Reddy, | ſay to you 
„ about Gayton, you muſt marry him ; that 
&« ſhall be your Puniſhment.” “ Marry 
„ him!“ ſhe replied ;- <* I cannot think 
« will have me.“ That is no Buſineſs of 
& yours,” I ſaid; “ if you expect any Fa- 
„ vour from me you muſt keep this a Se- 
c cret, and be ready, when called upon, to 
% marry him; for I tell you again, you muſt 
% marry Gayton.” « 'Lord ! ſhe cried, 
« your Puniſhment is very eaſy !—But may 1 
tell my Mother you forgive her?“ “ Yes, 
„ Siſter,” I anſwered, you may; but do 
not ſo much as whiſper what I have told 
„ you, for if Gayton has the leaſt Suſpicion 
« of the Good intended him he will be gone, 
« and then the moſt compleat accompliſhed 
Couple in the World, for Virtue and In- 
ce tegrity of Heart, will be parted. AS 
e very well underſtand you,” ſhe replied ; 
ce but I am in your Power, and I muſt bear 
* ſome of your Reflections: But you may 
„depend upon it I will not revenge myſelf, 
& by telling Cayton your Scheme.“ 
Tu next Day, after Dinner, at Mr. 
Freeborn's, I communicated Mr. Reddy's Let- 
ter to the Company; and they were all well 
pleaſed with his good Fortune, and glad his 
Letter was filled with the Praiſes of his in- 
tended Wife, rather than of the Place 
© The Reverſe * Miſs Lamour, was al- 
lowed 


2 
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lowed to be a good Omen of his future Hap- 
pineſs—1 too acquainted them with my new 
Siſter. My Brother ſeemed quite aſhamed 
of her, and very awkwardly aſked me how 
I would have him behave to her? * As a 
% Brother ought,” I anſwered; „ for the 
& Shame of Miſs Lamour ſhall be loſt in Mrs. 
* Gayton.” © When! When!” ſaid Miſs 
Freeborn. © Before your Name is Heartly, 
„ Miſs,” I replied. «+ You muſt make 
& haſte then, anſwered Mr. Freeborn, ** for 
there has been a Conſultation upon what 
& you ſaid, and Tuęſday Sevennight is the Day 
% fixed.” To which I replied, laughing, 
« There is Time enough between this and 
„ then, to marry them and divorce them. 
I had indeed once thought, to have made 
« him do Juſtice to the young Lady he ſo 
„ baſely injured; but I find ſhe will not 
„ bear his Name, and that would not have 
been Puniſhment enough, ſo I am well 
«© pleaſed ſhe will not conſent to hear any 
„ Thing about him. No, no, my Siſter 
&« will make his Heart ach, or I am miſ- 
„taken.“ * Your Siſter!” ſaid Miſs Free- 

born; you ſeem to like the Word: Yet ! 
„think as you do, he will meet with his 
«£ Puniſhment in his Wife,” «© As to my 
„ Siſter and my Mother,” ſaid my Brother, 
4e ſhall always regard my Brother's Directi- 
« ons, though in this they go againſt the 
«© Grain. For one has diſgraced me and 
«© herſelf, and the other would have aban- 
« doned 


* 


* 
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< doned me; nay, in Fact did, without any 
% Regard to what was to become of mel 
„% have great Reaſon to treat them with 
Duty and Love!” <©+ Why, I confeſs,” 
I replied, © you have no great Reaſon, but 
c at preſent it is neceſſary. You will not 
66 long be troubled with them, I believe; 
* and, when once they are out of your Way, 
you will not be required to go into theirs: 
«© You may be as cool as I ſhall be when the 
« Affair is once ſettled.” © I am glad of it,” 
he anſwered; © I think T can behave well 
& towards them for a few Days, and heartily 
c wiſh you Succeſs.” No one could blame 
him; and, as to my own Part, I took it as 
an Earneſt of his future good Behaviour, 
that he ſnewed his Reſentment at his Siſter's 
. paſt Conduct. 

| Is the Afternoon I propoſed to my Bro- 
ther to viſit his Mother, and I would go with 
him. Miſs Freeborn looked at Heartly, who, 
gueſſing her Inclination, ſaid, Miſs, I would 
«© have you and Miſs Williams go too. 
% Gayton will think himſelf perfe&aly ſafe, 
„ when he hears you have been there.” 
« did not know,” ſhe anſwered, <<. whe- 
& ther you might think it proper, but I 
« ſhould chuſe to go.” 

AccorDincLy we four went — Madam 
was in the greateſt Confuſion at ſeeing us, 
but expreſſed great Tenderneſs towards her 
Son ; and excuſed herſelf, as well as ſhe 
could, which indeed was indifferently W 
| y 


* 
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My Brother anſwered her, That ſhe was her 
own Miſtreſs, and at Liberty to act as ſhe 
pleaſed; there was no Reaſon to make her- 
ſelf culpable to him, by making Excuſes for 
her Behaviour : That it pleaſed Providence 
to make me the Inſtrument of ' providing for. 
him, beyond her Expectation, and his utmoſt 
Hopes: But,” added he, © had not my 
% Brother been indued with Virtue and Hu- 
& manity beyond ſome others, I muſt-patiently 
& have ſubmitted to my Fortune, and got my 
« Living as well as I could—an Outcaſt—a 
e Vagabond—without Home or Relation.” 
Tuls Reply, it was viſible, ſtruck her to 
the Heart — when luckily Gayton came in. 
He ſeemed ſurprized, and begged Miſs Free- 
born's Pardon, for the little Familiarities he 
had uſed towards her, when he had laſt the 


Honour of ſeeing her ; but that really he had 


been drinking pretty freely. She told him, 


Dirunkenneſs was the worſt Excuſe a Gentle- 
man could make for Misbehaviaur ; but, as 
it was over, ſhe had forgot it. 


GAYTON would fain have bad fa an Op- 


portunity of ſpeaking to Miſs Williams pri- 


vately, but ſhe behaved very coolly to him; 


though not without letting him underſtand, 


The good Company ſhe had lately kept bad 


greatly enlarged her Opinion of herſelf; and 


ſhe ſhould, for the future, not judge of the 
Honour or Merit of any one from a fine Ap- 
pearance : And, addrefling herſelf to Miſs 
Freeborn, added, I do not remember a 

K _ ed 
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* laced Coat in your Family ; and yet 
& the Gentlemen, who do us the Honour to 
*%. give us their Company, are Men, I believe, 
* of as much Merit and: Honour as any in 
* the Town.” © Indeed,” anſwered Miſs 
Freeborn, | think they are: Yet, I aſſure 
you, they can dreſs very gaily ſometimes; 
« but then it is to do Honour more to others, 
c than to ſhew themſelves. I have ſeen both 
* Mr. 4——:and Mr. Heartly extravagant- 
« ly rich in their Cloaths, upon publick 
« Occaſions.” %%% 2g BYE 
ALL this Time Mrs. Lamour was uſing all 
her female Cunning, to inſinuate herſelf into 
my Favour ; flattering herſelf, that I might 
be prevailed upon to take her and her 
Daughter into my Family, as I found ſhe 
was no Stranger to my Intention of ſettling 
in the Country. But it was an idle Notion, 
for I had not the ſame Motive of Compaſſion 
to influence me in Regard to them, as I had 
to my Brother: On the contrary; ſhe-ought 
to have thought herſelf well off, that her 
Conduct was over-looked ; but it is the Na- 
ture of People in her Way of Life, to endea- 
vour to graſp: at every Thing. 
I or her, very ſhortly, in anſwer to her 
diſtant Hints, That my Income was not very 
large; but I had fome Thought of diſpoſing 
of her Daughter, in a Manner, I believed, ſhe 
would not diflike, if I could bring it to bear; 
and then, as I did not doubt but * 
b v 
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ſaved fome Money out of her private Deal- 


ings, I would adviſe her to retire and endea- 
vour to make her Peace, as I could not be 
inſenſible ſhe muſt think ſhe was not over- 
prepared to die. She ſeemed ſtruck alt on 
an Heap; and, thinking we had been long 
enough in her Company, I conducted the 
young Ladies back. * 

MR. Freeborn was aſtoniſhed at her Impu- 
dence, as he expreſſed it, when he heard 
ſhe would willingly have come and kept 
my Houſe. He and I went the next Day 
into the Country, where I was ſurprized to 
ſee the Money he had laid out, in altering 
and fitting up his Houſe. Every Thing was 
ready for his Reception, as it was at mine, 
and Heartly's was very elegantly fitted up. 

Wren we came back, he entirely reſign'd 
up all his Part in Trade to Mr. Truſty; and 
Heartly did the ſame, only referving the One 
Thouſand Five Hundred Pounds I had given 
my Brother, in his Name. FHeartly had a 
new Coach and four Horſes, and Mr. Free- 
born had a new Chariot; and it was agreed, 
that immediately after the Ceremony of the 
Marriage was over, we ſhould all bid adieu 
to the Town. 5 

HE ART LZ told me, my Time grew 
ſhort; and, if I did not expedite my Scheme, 
Gayton would ſlip through my Fingers; For 
„ I am,” he ſaid, *<* credibly informed, that 
% he has for ſome Time made his Addreſſes 

K 2 % privately 
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<« privately to a young Lady, of conſiderable 
6 Fortune, in this Neighbourhood, and it 
de is thought that Matters are as good as 
ce agreed.” I had not forgot him, I aſſure 
« you,” I anſwered ; but you muſt begin 
“ with him, and, ſince he is carrying his 
&« Matters fo ſecretly, even let it be To- 
% morrow Morning.” To which he agreed, 
and deſired me to give him his Part, and he 
would readily ſtudy it: Adding, I will 
e not fail a Tittle, I ſhall want no Prompter.” 


| | CHAP. XVII. 

Mr. Gayton's great Aſtoniſbment at the Occa- 
cafion of Mr. Heartly's Viſit. Myſs Free- 
born greatly alarm d. A new Scheme of 
 Gayton's to avoid Puniſhment. It Ends un- 
fortunately. 


N the Morning I went to Mrs. Lamour* S, 
and again defired my agreeable Siſter to 
keep herſelf ready for the happy Minute, 
when Mr. Gayton was to be her own, She 
ſhook her Head, and told me, She had been 
informed from Gayton the Night before, that 
he was really going to be married, and only 
waited to have us gone out of Town : Say- 
ing farther, * He has promiſed to ſettle Two 
« Thouſand Pounds upon me, and will come 
c“ and ſee me as often as he can. He would 
<< not have told me, had I not roundly taxed 
« him with it, as I heard of it by mere 
% Chance; 
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&« Chance; and threatened him to come to 
„% Heartly, and expoſe his whole Proceed- 
„ ings.” © Well,” I replied, “take no No- 
* tice to your Mother, only be not out of 
„% the Way. I have heard of it too; but 
«© he may yet be diſappointed, as cunning 
* as he is. 
- I Tye went to Heartly, and told him in 
what Manner I would have him proceed; and 
I would wait there with the Ladies, till he 
returned, Juſt as we had done ſettling the 
Point, they came down to Breakfaſt; and 
Heartly, putting on his Sword, went his Way. 
«© Lord Mr. 4——,” cried Miſs Freeborn, 
„% where is he going? why do you not go 
„ with him? «© Miſs,” I replied, ** he has 
* no Occaſion for me. I ſtay here to be an 
& Hoſtage for his ſafe Return.” Well,“ 
| ſhe anſwered, but what does he do with 
„that naſty Sword? I hate the Sight of it.“ 
ILoksiRED her to make herſelf perfectly 
ealy — That he was gone to prepare Mr. 
Gayton a little, for what was to follow ; and ſhe. 
might aſſure herſelf that, if I had appre-, 
hended any Danger, I ſhould not have put 
him upon going, or at leaſt not have let him 
gone alone—That, upon finding Gayton was 
going to be married to Miſs Yere, we had re- 
ſolved to put one Rub in his Way. To Miſs, 
« Pere!” ſhe anſwered; who could recom- 
«© mend him there? She is a great Fortune, 
« and is a young Lady of very good Senſe.” 
K 3 f «« Indeed, 
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4 Indeed, Miſs, I do not know,” I replied, 
« but Mr. Heartly had it from very good 
Hands, and 1 am told Matters are all 
«© agreed upon, ſo we had no Time to 


 *© loſe.” However, all I could fay could not 


hinder my perceiving ſhe was under a good 


deal of Concern; which Miſs Williams hke- 


wiſe obſerved, and, to divert her Thoughts, 
aſked her if 1 might not ſee the Wedding- 


Cloaths ? 


Wu1LE we were looking them over, and 
I was praiſing their good Taſtes in their 
Fancies Heartly came gaily in, and diſperſed 
all the Gloom in an Inſtant. So, Str,” 
I ſaid, «+ you have made a quick Return; 
„ is he not at Home?” „ Yes,” he an- 
fwered, © I have ſeen him; and, I believe, 
* have left him not a little diſſatisfied with my 
« Viſit. He has enough to meditate upon 
« for this Day. I found him at Breakfaſt, 


„ and told him I was ſorry he had obliged 


< me, by his own Miſconduct, to viſit him, in 
order to do myſelf Juſtice. He replied, He 
<« hoped he had given me no Offence : That 
„ he had always endeavoured to live with 
« meas one Gentleman ſhould with another, 


and ſhould be glad if T would explain my- 


« ſelf farther, that if he had done any Thing 
&« unknowingly amiſs, at which I took Of- 
« fence, he might acknowledge it; as, in 
« his Opinion, it was a greater Diſhonour to 
4 perſiſt in a Fault, than to confeſs it.“ 1 

Fe | | anſwered, 
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anſwered, I was very glad to find his Senti- 
ments ſo juſt, and, had his Actions been con- 
formable to them, I had not called upon him 
in that Manner; but that I was much 
impoſed upon, and he very much wronged, 
if he had not occaſion'd an anonymous Leiter 
to be ſent to me, with ſome mean Inſinuati- 
ons in it; and that I was farther aſſured, he 
had meditated a baſe Deſign upon Miſs Free- 
born That, in ſhort, I was fully informed, 
That he propoſed ſetting Mr. 4— and my- 
ſelf to fight, and was the ſole Occaſion of the 
Reflections and Aſperſions Miſs Freeborn un- 
derwent; and that, as I was fully aſſured of 
the Falſity of them, I was doing her all the 
Juſtice in my Power; yet I thought my 
Honour concerned, and I was obliged to call 
him to Account for ſuch Behaviour. To all 
which, he replied, in a very confuſed Man- 
ner, That the Accuſation was very heavy; 
but that he was perfectly innocent, and hoped 
I would let him know the Author of ſuch 
Calumny. Sir,“ I ſaid, „I am not to be 


_ « trifled with— I have Proof ſufficient. To 


« give you a little Time to recollect yourſelf, 
„ will call upon you again To-morrow 
« Morning, and then I ſhall expect you to 
«© prove yourſelf innocent, or give me the 
Satisfaction I ſhall demand: And, upon 
« coming away, added, I ſhall bring a Friend 
« with me, ſo pray — prepared.“ 


4 _ 
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% Indeed, Miſs, I do not know,” I replied, 
« but Mr. Heartly had it from very good 
Hands, and 1 am told Matters are all 
« agreed upon, fo we had no Time to 
«© loſe.” However, all I could fay could not 
hinder my perceiving ſhe was under a good 
deal of Concern; which Miſs Williams hke- 
wiſe obſerved, and, to divert her Thoughts, 
aſked her if I might not ſee the Wedding- 
Cloaths ? | | 

| WuiLEg we were looking them over, and 
I was praiſing their good Taſtes in their 
Fancies Heartly came gaily in, and diſperſed 
all the Gloom in an Inſtant. So, Sir, 
I ſaid, «+ you have made a quick Return; 
„ is he not at Home?” © Yes,” he an- 
 fwered, © I have ſeen him; and, I believe, 
* have left him not a little diſſatisfied with my 
« Viſit. He has enough to meditate upon 
« for this Day. I found him at Breakfaſt, 
<< and told him I was ſorry he had obliged 
«© me, by his own Miſconduct, to viſit him, in 
„order to do myſelf Juſtice. He replied, He 
<« hoped he had given me no Offence : That 
„he had always endeavoured to live with 
« meas one Gentleman ſhould with another, 
„ and ſhould be glad if I would explain my- 
„ ſelf farther, that if he had done any Thing 
„ unknowingly amiſs, at which I took Of- 
„ fence, he might acknowledge it; as, in 
W © his Opinion, it was a greater Diſhonour to 
= © perfiſt in a Fault, than to confeſs it.“ I 
1H = ; wy anſwered, 
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anſwered, I was very glad to find his Senti- 
ments ſo juſt, and, had his Actions been con- 
formable to them, I had not called upon him 
in that Manner; but that I was much 
impoſed upon, and he very much wronged, 
if he had not occaſion'd an anonymous Letter 
to be ſent to me, with ſome mean Inſinuati- 
ons in it; and that I was farther aſſured, he 
had meditated a baſe Deſign upon Miſs Free- 
born That, in ſhort, I was fully informed, 
That he propoſed ſetting Mr. 4— and my- 
ſelf to fight, and was the ſole Occaſion of the 
Reflections and Aſperſions Miſs Freeborn un- 
derwent ; and that, as I was fully aſſured of 
the Fallity of them, I was doing her all the 
Juſtice in my Power ; - yet I thought my 
Honour concerned, and I was obliged to call 
him to Account for ſuch Behaviour. To all 
which, he replied, in a very confuſed Man- 
ner, That the Accuſation was very heavy ; 
but that he was perfectly innocent, and hoped 
I would let him know the Author of ſuch 
Calumny. * Sir,” I ſaid, „I am not to be 
6 trifled with I have Proof ſufficient. To 
give you a little Time to recollect yourſelf, 
„1 will call upon you again To-morrow 
„Morning, and then I ſhall expect you to 
«© prove yourſelf innocent, or give me the 
« Satisfaction I ſhall demand: And, upon 
„coming away, added, I ſhall bring a Friend 

« with me, ſo pray be prepared.“ 
| Ka AM 
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« I am glad you are come back ſafe,” 
Ifaid, *< for we have been a little caſt down, 
on Account of that naſty Sword dangling 
there. You may lay it by for To-day. 
Aye, and To-morrow too,” he replied, 
<< believe; but I underſtand you. What, 
„% Miſs, pray had you to be afraid of now?“ 
he ſaid to Miſs) Freeborn. You muſt ex- 
„ cuſe me,” ſhe anſwered ; *< I cannot help 
<4 1t—1 ſhall be as uneaſy To-morrow—l 
„ wiſh it was ail over. Is there no Way to 
* puniſh him, without being obliged to ha- 
« zard yourſelves ?”* „ 1 do not think, 
Mis, I faid, „we ſhall run any Hazard 
4 at all, even if he ſhould find Reſolution 
„% enough to put it to the Tryal. He, 
covered with Conſciouſneſs of his own 
«© Guilt ; Mr. Heartly, with Juſtice on his 
. «6. Side— There is no Reaſon to be unealy— 
„ Take my Word, it will come to nothing 
% but a Wedding.“ Well,” ſhe anſwered, 
« will promiſe to be eaſy, if you will pro- 
« miſe to let me know as ſoon as poſſible, 
« and not keep me in Suſpence ; for then 


my Fears will be at work, and 1 ſhall 


j magine the worſt.” * You ſhall know,” 
ſaid Heartly, I promiſe, whether he will 
« fight or not; and we will not ſtay.” 

Ir was natural for any young Lady, as 
well as Miſs Freeborn, to have many Fears, 
where there was any Reaſon to apprehend 
fighting, and one of the Parties was fo much 

in 


daring eno 
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in Favour, as to be preferred to the Honour 
of her Bed ina few Days: But I would not 
have engaged Heartly at all in the Aﬀair, if 
I could have found one Reaſon to induce me 
to believe Gayton had any of that Kind of 
Blood in him. I really looked upon him as a 
Man capable of any bad Action, without 
Spirit to brave it to the laſt. There are Men 
bad _—_ to act a villainous Part, and 


gh afterwards to maintain it at 


the Hazard of their Lives, but Gayton did 
not appear to me to be one of them. He 
was only, an artful Deſigner ; bad in his Prin- 


ciples, without Courage in his Heart. 


| Wren Mr. Freeborn came Home to dine, 
he told us, He had heard of the Morning Af- 


fair from Mr. Pere. 


& From Mr. Vere 


„ Sir,” ſaid Heartly, ** how came he to know 
of it?“ „I cannot reſolve you in that,“ 
anſwered Mr. Freeborn; ** but Mr. Vere came 
to me juſt now, and told me, he was ſorry to 
hear there was a little Difference between 
two Gentlemen he had a great Regard for. 
[ replied, | had heard nothing of it: Up- 
on which he ſaid, our intended Sons-in-Law 
are going to play the Fool ; and I think, 
for our Daughters ſakes, we ought, if 
we can, to prevent them. Mr. Gayton ab- 
ſolutely denies what is laid to his Charge, 
and declares ſome ill-natured Perſon has 
maliciouſly ſet Mr. Hearily upon him, 
with whom he has lived in great Harmo- 
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** ny. It is Pity, Mr. Freeborn, ſuch Things 
«© ſhould be ſuffered ; and I hope you will 
% ac in Concert with me, and make them 
« Friends again. I anſwered, Sir, I have a 
« very great Eſteem for Mr. Hearily, and I 
& think ſuch Things ought to be prevented; 
yet there are ſuch Provocations as a Man of 
* Honour cannot well, as the Opinion of the 
« World is, redreſs by Law. I will promiſe 
% this, that Mr. Hearily and he ſhall be 
* Friends again, if the Affair is only of a 
* trifling Nature. But Mr. Yere, you are 
«© not inſenſible how my Daughter was treat- 
% ed by the Town. I am afraid Mr. Gayton 
„ knew more of that Affair, than at your 
* Houſe he chuſes to own: But I will uſe 
« my good Offices, and you. ſhall hear from: 
„ Tais. is a droll Affair, I ſaid. “ I 
have, in my own Mind, ſet Gayton down: 
* for a Coward, but I could not think he was 
«© fo great a Fool. What a Place he has 
«© choſe to expoſe himſelf in! When Miſs 
< Pere comes to know the Whole, what an: 
< excellent Opinion ſhe will have of her in- 
« tended Huſband !”” A very bad one I 
« aſſure you,” Miſs Freeborn anſwered : I 
4 ſometimes viſit her, and I am miſtaken if 
et this mean Behaviour will not raiſe her Re- 
« ſentment. I have my. Fears, but Spirit 

« becomes a Man.” 
Me were very merry at Mr, Gayton's Con- 
1 85 duct, 
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duct, yet he had not done with us; for, in the 
Afternoon, Mr. Yere and his Daughter came. 
The Ladies all withdrew, and Mr. Vere 
came in to us. Gentlemen, your Ser- 
< vant,” he begun. Mr. Heartly, I am 
« glad to ſee you and your Friend ſo agree- 
able again. My Viſit, with Mr. Freeborn's 
Pardon, is this Time to you -I would 
« make up Differences] have been young 
* and warm myſelf—But, Sir, in your un- 
„ happy Affair, how it would have grieved 
either of you, had the other been killed ? 
« You are, thank God, alive; and I make 
% no Doubt, ſorry for falling out.“ * Sir, 
Le Hearily, < I never think of my 
Weakneſs, in ſuffering myſelf to be im- 

* poſed upon, but I am heartily ſorry for it; 
+ and had Mr. A. fell, and I had diſcover- 
c ed the Impoſition, 1 had never been my 
« ſelf any more. But as the Plotter of the 
« Miſchief is detected, in Juſtice to myſelf, 
« an injured young Lady, and my Friend, 
«Iam 8 to call him to an Account, I 
« am ſorry to ſay Mr. Gayton is the Man. I 
% could not have ſuſpected him; nor, with 
* out good Proof, had I taxed him with it, I 
e have his own Hand to prove his Villainy.”” 
%% Well, well,” Mr. Yere replied, I 
« find he has not uſed you ſo well as he 
60 ought— But he is ſorry for it He is ready 
to aſk your Pardon Life is precious, and 
Duelling dangerous I have talked al 
; 66 a 
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&« deal to him, and I have prevailed upon 
him to ſubmit—lt is better than fighting. 
* You are, Mr. Heartly, a Gentleman of 


good Senſe; and juſt, as well as himſelf, 


* upon the Point of Marriage—And Honour 
+ muſt be ſatisfied with Submiſſion, it re- 
« quires no more. . I have brought a Letter 
% from Mr. Gayton, which, I hope, will 
„ prove ſatisfactory. Mr. Freeborn and your 
« Friend ſhall determine between you.” 
Heartly took it, and ſaying, We are all 
<6 concerned 1 in the Contents, read aloud: 


„„ SR, | 
A M forry to lie under the Imputation 

16 | of having occaſion'd the Quarrel be- 
e tween you and Mr. A; yet, rather than 
„be again the Cauſe of more Uneaſineſs, I 
« am ready to aſk your Pardon, and hope 
« that will be deemed a ſufficient Atone- 
« ment. Accordingly, Sir, I do aſk your 
« Pardon, and defire we may live hereafter 
% upon good Terms. 
1 1 An, 
« Your very bumble Servant, 

«THO. GATT ON.“ 


4 Ir is very well, Sir,“ ſaid Hrartiy, 
« this muſt do; for I find he has no Stomach 
4 to fight, and 1 cannot compel him: Yet I 


oy think * ought to be * — 
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«« Reaſons for proceeding as I did, andif you 
* can then eſteem him worthy of your Alli- 
* ance, your Daughter will be extremely hap- 
« py in an Huſband.” When Mr. Vere had 
heard his whole Contrivance, he expreſſed the 
utmoſt Deteſtation at it ; and, when he had 
read Gayton's Letter to Miſs Lamour, he cried, 
« My Son-in-Law ! No, no, I aſſure "coy 
ce he ſhall have none of my Daughter: And 
] believe that will not be diſagreeable to 
« her, for ſhe has received him rather in 


a 


«a 


% Obedience to my Requeſt, than her own 


« Inclinations,” 

Sir,“ I ſaid, «+ ſince you are convinced 
& of his Villainy, and declare a proper Re- 
„ ſentment, I can tell you I have a Crow to 
& pull with him, for the Favour he has done 
me, in the Reſpect he has ſhowed to my 
« Siſter. My Honour is concerned to make 


« him repair her's. His mean Submiſſion 


« will not ſerve me.” © You may do ' as 
& you pleaſe, Sir, he anſwered; I have 
« no farther Concern with him. I have ſuc- 
&« ceeded now; and 1 ſhall only tell him 
« that, and forbid him viſiting my Daughter 
c any more.” Then deſiring his Daughter 
might be acquainted he was ready to go, 
Miſs and Miſs Freeborn came down. Sir,“ 
faid ſne, I have heard fo much of Mr. 
<6 Gayton, that I hope, when you know it, I 
« may be at Liberty to give him a Denial.“ 
« I know too much, he anſwered ; * you 

1 2 have 
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& have my Leave to follow your-own Inclina- 
tions; and, taking their Leave, return- 
ed to Mr. Gayion, with an Account to diſſi - 
pate his Fears: I told Heartly the young La- 
dies had had it all out, and Gayton would find 
his Folly. in ſending them upon his Errands. 
BENORE I went Home, I went to Mrs. La- 
mour s, and was informed by my Siſter that 
Gayton had been there, greatly out of 
Humour; and, by what ſne could learn from 
His Diſcourſe, he had miffed his Wife, and: 
ſome one had told Miſs Yere that he kept 
A—'s Siſter. D—n his Siſter,” he ſaid, 
«© never knew he had one: Though it: 


would pleaſe me to plague him They 


& have expoſed me finely : Though I can- 
&« not imagine how they came to ſuſpect me 
“ Mis Vere knows every Thing that was 
4 done!” < Let him fret, I ſaid, I ſhall 
ee fret him more To-morrow Morning; as 
& long as you did not undeceive him, it is = | 
« Matter. ' But be you ſure to be ready; 

« intend you ſhall change your Name thin 
te a Day or two.” I cannot believe you, 
ſhe ers; * and Gayton propoſes: to go 
« to France, and has offered to take me with: 
. him. 


4 
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| CHAP. XIX. | 

The Author vifits Mr. Gayton. His Reception. 
Gayton's Submiſſion and Marriage. A 
ſtrange Picture of Matrimony. Gayton and 
his Wife go into Yorkſhire, Mr. Freeborn 
bears of à great Stranger. Her Arrival, and 
the Joy it occaſions, 


N the Morning Mr. Reddy called me up. 
He was come juſt to ſee his Friends, 
thank them for their Kindneſs, and take his 


Leave, Reddy,” I ſaid. I am glad of 


« your Succeſs, and look upon your coming 
« at this Time as a good Omen. I was juſt 
„ thinking upon a Weddinꝑ, and was a little 
« ata Loſs how to get a Parſon. I deſire you: 
c will go for one, and take him with you to 
« Mrs, Lamour's. Keep him there till I: 

„ come, and then you ſhall know more.“ 
WEN. I parted from him, I waited upon 
Mr. Gayton, who received me very complaiſ- 
antly ; and was, as he pleaſed to tell me, 
very glad to ſee me. Sir,” I ſaid, © I hope, 
“ as you are a Gentleman, you will not be 
ec apainſt giving me Satisfaction, in a Point 
« J am greatly injured in.“ * Satisfaction! 
« Sir, he cried, what Satisfaction! What 
% have I done to you! Am T to fight every 
4 Body ?- Thave aſked Mr. Heartly's Pardon, 
“ and the Affair is all over; ſure that is Sa- 
« tisfaction enough can give no _ x 
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Mk. Ga ton,” I anſwered, *<© I have no- 
e thing to ſay to what has paſſed between 
« Mr. Heartly and you. He is ſatisfied, and 
„that Affair is ended. I am come upon 
* another Account: You have injured my 
% Siſter.” „ Your Siſter !” he cried; „“ for 
„God's ſake, do not perplex me. I know 
* no Siſter you have: I was told ſome ſuch 
« Thing at Mr. Vere's, and think it an idle 
« Tale.” It is a true tale,” I replied. 4 You 
% know me better, I hope, than to think me 
«© capable of ſpreading idle Tales. This is 
«© true, Mr. Gayton, and aſking Pardon will 
& not do here : She muſt have Juſtice done 
% her, and I muſt ſee it done. You have 
e long practiced, and been very ſucceſsful, 

* Sir, excuſe the Harſhneſs of the Expreſſion 
«© I am obliged to uſe, in Villainy. Your 
« Heart is full of Deceit, and your Mouth of 
« Perjury : But I am not to be impoſed upon, 
& as you did upon the good old Gentleman, 
& whoſe Daughter you ruin'd, expos'd, and 
c jeeringly left—My Siſter muſt have a pro- 
< per Satisfaction. You muſt marry her, 
& Sir.” „ Your Siſter!” he anſwered, 
< and I muſt marry! I do not know your 
4 Siſter, Sir: Pray who is ſhe ?”? * Miſs La- 
* mour, Mr. Gayton, I faid, is my Siſter ; 
& and I hope you dare not deny your too 
& great Intimacy with her. You would 
«© have married her to Mr. Reddy, and I 
« think ſhe will make you full as good a 
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Wife. She is a faſhionable Lady, and you 
* are a faſhionable Gentleman: So, Sir, give 
„ me your Anſwer; or, by my Father's 
© Honour and my own“ “ Pray, Sir, be 
* riot ſo haſty,” he replied : This requires 
“ ſome Conſideration — ſome Time. 
no Objection to your Alliance, but there 
eis no Reaſon for hurrying ſo faſt.” Sir,“ 
I anſwered,' there requires no more 
* Time to repair her Honour, than you took 
* to ruin it, and I ſhall not wait your Re- 
turn from France—] tell you I am not to 
© be deceived by you.” © indeed,” he 
ſaid, <©* I will not deny my Intimacy with 
% Miſs Lamour, but I did not know ſhe was 
« your Siſter : I had no Thought or Intenti- 
on to injure you.“ What you thought,” 
I replied, or what was your Intention, avails 
little to the preſent Purpoſe, She proves 
% to be my Siſter—ſhe is injured—and I 
“ ought, and will ſee her redreſſed. If you 
% expect to be treated like a Gentleman, 
% you muſt go with me now to the Commons 
% and take out a Licence, for | will not truſt 
« you out of my Sight; or you may refuſe, 
„ and” —*< Sir, I do not refuſe,” he anſwer- 
ed—*< I will go with you—l am proud of be- 
« ing allied to you.“ “„ Why then, Mr. 
% Gayton,” I ſaid, „we are Friends again, 
c and J hope we ſhall long continue ſo.” 
Wren he was dreſſed we went and got 
the Licence, and I let him know Mr. _— 
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and a Parſon were waiting at Mrs. Lamour 8, 


and we would have the Ceremony perform'd 
immediately. In ſhort, he put a good Face 
u on the Matter, and conſented. 

As ſoon as I had ſeen them married, I went 


and ordered a very handſome Dinner from a 


neighbouring Tavern, and proceeded to Mr. 
Freeborn's, not a little pleaſed with my 
Management. What pleaſes you?“ faid 
Heartly ; ** you ſeem very much in Humour.“ 

„Jam always pleaſed,” Iſaid, in contribute- 
« ing to other People's Happineſs. I am 
“% come to invite this good Family to Mr. 
„ Gayton's Wedding- Dinner.“ When! 
« when !'' Miſs Freeborn aſked. ** To- day, 


* Miſs,” Ireplied ; (at Fouro'Clock. I have 


„ given Mis Lamour away this Morning. 
„My Siſter is now Mrs. Gayton. No- 


ct thing i is impoſſible, I find,” ſaid Mr. Free- 


born: I begun to doubt your keeping 


your Promiſe. How does he reliſh Matri- 


„% mony ?” „ do not believe,” I anſwered, 
« it is very agreeable to him. Fear pre- 


© yvailed more than Love in this Marriage. 
% I was obliged to be pretty rough with him. 
* When he found I was not to be put off, 


«© he grew complying ; and I gave him no 
«© Opportunity of getting from me, till I 


* had fixed him for Life. May we go, 

« Sir?” ſaid Miſs Williams. © Yes, yes, by 
< all Means,” Mr, Freeborn e of Go, 
get ready; I will go too. 
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Ixrr my Brother know I ſhould expect 
him there ; and, raking Heartly along with 
me, we returned to Mrs. Lamour's. She was 
full of her Thanks for the Proviſion. I had 
made for her Daughter, ſo much beyond all 
Expectation. Gayton ſeemed very grave, and 
| Marriage had already viſibly lowered his 
Gaiety: But then my Sifter was all alive, 

and her Spirits had riſen in Proportion as his 
fell. The ſupple Miſtreſs was riſing apace 
into the tyrannic Wife. This was eaſily 
perceiv'd by Hearthy and me, and Gayton ſeem- 
ed not to take a little Notice of it; and m 
his Heart, I believe, fincerely wiſhed his 
Wife at the D—]. He had Time now to 
reflect upon all his Villainy, and faw his 
Puniſhment for Life before his Eyes. | 

BETWEEN Three and Four Mr. Freeborn 
and his Family came, and paſſed their Com- 
pliments of Joy upon the happy Pair. Miſs 
Williams, to teize Gayton, when he ſaluted 
her, ſighed and whiſpered, loud enough to 


be heard by Miſs Freeborn and me, Oh ! the 


e Inconſtancy of Man!“ Gayton took it, as 
ſhe deſigned he ſhould ; and imagining ſhe 
yet felt ſome Tenderneſs for him, anſwered 
ſoftly, „“ Is it poſſible -I am undone !” 
This was an artful Piece of Management in 
her, and helped to increaſe the Vexation 
Gayton already had enough of. | 


Ma. Reddy was very prolix upon the Ac- 


compliſhments of his intended Wife, and took 
A great 


: 
3. 
4 

: 
* 
{4 

=- 


g 4 M70, 24 12 


212 Love and FRIENDSHIP. 


great Pains to place her in juſt an oppoſite 
Light to Mrs. Gayton, contributing a good 
deal to keep up the Spirits of the Company, 
the Bridegroom being the only grave Perſon 


in the Room. Miſs Williams's Exclamation 


had thrown him into a deep Reverie, out of 


which all the Endearments of his Wife could 


not draw him. | 

Azour Nine in the Evening we returned 
to Mr. Freeborn's, and I aſked Miſs Williams 
how ſhe could play upon Gayton fo ſeverely ? 
ſaying, © You have made him mad. He 


believes you in earneſt.” I am glad of 


it,“ ſhe anſwered ; I ſaid what I did, with 
«© Deſign to mortify him. I owed him ſome- 
thing for his good Intentions towards me.“ 
« Well then,” ſaid Miſs Frecborn, you have 
„ paid him, I am ſure.” | 

In the Morning I went to Mrs. Lamour's, 
and found the Drums faluting the new-mar- 
ried Couple. When J entered the Houſe I 
ſaw every Thing in Confuſion, and the Par- 
lour Floor was covered with broken Glaſs and 
China. Mrs. Lamour came to me, ſaying, 
Sir, you ſeem ſurprized, and you may well 
„ beſo. We had terrible Doings this Morn- 
ing Such Confuſion ! If this be Marriage, 
„Lord help me!“ 

Upon enquiring farther I found that, after 
we were gone, Gayton went out, ſaying, He 
would be back preſently: That Twelve 
o'Clock came, and he did not return; N 
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which his Wife had a Coach called, and could 
not be perſuaded from going to look for him : 
That, being pretty well acquainted with his 
Haunts, ſhe had found him in a looſe Houſe 
ſomewhere, and brought him Home about 
Three in the Morning : That they quarrelled, 
and, in their Anger, had done all the Miſ- 
chief I ſaw. 

Wurz ſhe was telling me this, my Siſter 
Gayton came down: © So, Madam,” I ſaid, 
„you begin to ſhow your Temper betimes.”” 
«© No ſooner, I aſſure you, ſhe replied, 
« than was neceſſary A filthy Fellow! to 
“ leave me to go to his Wh—es!—But I 
% have mauled his Minx, and expoſed him 
« I will make him know I am his Wife, 
e and make him keep at Home, or he ſhall 
„lead the Life of a Dog. A fine Gentleman 
indeed! No ſooner were his Friends gone, 
4 but he whips away to a Bawdy-Houſe, and 
there I found him and his Madam in Bed 

% together I gueſſed where he was got. 
But we have made it up—He has pro- 
% miſed, he will never be ſeen there again; 
« and he had beſt keep his Word, for he 
« ſhall not find Mrs. Gayton the eaſy Fool 
&« Miſs Lamour was,” 

I REALLY believed her; and, aſking if 
Mr. Gayton was ſtirring ? „Ves, ſhe an- 
ſwered, he is coming.” He ſeemed a little 
confounded at my being there; but, as I had 
no Buſineſs to meddle between Man and Wife, 


I took 
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I took no Notice of what had been told me, 
and we breakfaſted pretty agreeably together : 


After which he ſignified, he had ſomething 


to ſay to me; and, following him into an- 
other Room, he begun, I have no Reaſon 
“ to blame you, for intereſting yourſelf on 
the Behalf of your Siſter ; but, I aſſure you, 
&« I can ſcarce bring myſelf to endure her. 
« am married, it is true; but ſhe is already 
« jealous, and laſt Night followed me to a 


& Place I was at, and has fo expoſed herſelf 


& and me, that I am determined to leave 


« the Town immediately. I have one Fa- 


* your to beg of you; that is, to go to Mrs. 
« 's, in Covent-Garden, and get an 
„Account of what Damage Madam did in 
« her Airs laſt Night, that I may- pay it; 
< and then I will carry her into the Country, 
e and live as well together as we can, though 
&« fear it will be but indifferently.” To 


which I replied, That I was ſorry that either 
of them gave Cauſe for Uneaſineſs, and I 


would: ſpeak to my Siſter : That I approved 
of his Reſolution of going from Town, and, 
if he would forget the Intimacy there had 
been between him and Miſs Lamour, and 
would manage his Pleaſures, if he would not 

uit them, with a little more Diſcretion, they 
might lead a quiet Life, if not one ſo happy 
as might be expected in a married State; and 
it would be great Imprudence in _— of 
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them, to let their Neighbours or Servants 
perceive they hated each other. He ſaid, 


He would follow my Advice, and it ſhould 


be Mrs. Gayton's own Fault if he did not 
treat her with Reſpect. 

From him I went to the Regia where I 
was entertained with a long Story of the great 
Diſturbance there had been, and the Damage 
was ſet at Thirty-five Pounds. I told the 
Miſtreſs to ſay no more about it, and I would 
by her the Money. 


Wu I returned, Gayton was glad it 


was no worſe; for, he ſaid, he expected a 
much larger Demand: For your good 


“ Siſter,” he added, « ſpared nothing = 


« would give Way to her Anger; and, give- 
ing me the Money, I carried it to the old 
Matron ; who was pleaſed at receiving it, but 
expreſſed great Concern upon Account of 
Miſs Sophy, who was terribly cut with a Glaſs 
Bottle, and was under a Surgeon's Hands. 
I told her, I would acquaint Mr. Gayton with 
it, and I made no Doubt but he would 
find a Way to ſatisfy Miſs, rather than his 
Wife ſhould be expoſed. Aye,“ ſhe replied, 
© he is a good-natured Creature. I little 
e thought he would have married that French 
<< Doll, he has been fo often with at my 
« Houſe. She uſed then to be all Submiſſion, 
« and ſo good-humoured But Marriage has 
altered her ſtrangely !" 


I round. 
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I rounD Gayton and Mr. Reddy at the 
Coffee-Houſe. Reddy was come to take his 
Leave of me, and ſet out directly to be mar- 
ried. After he was gone, I mentioned Miſs 
Sophy to Gayton; who ſaid, He would ſtep 
and make it up with her, and return to 
Dinner. 
I THEN went to my Siſter, and told her TI 
underſtood ſhe.was to go into the Country ; 
and I thought it would be for her Intereſt to 
command her Temper, and to uſe her Huſ- 
„ band with all the Tenderneſs ſhe could: 


Adding, After what you had done, you 


could not have expected him to have mar- 
& ried you: As he has, it is incumbent upon 


« you to treat him with Reſpect, and en- 


« deavour, by all Means to get in his Eſteem. 


« Your own Happineſs depends upon your 


“ Conduct; for whatever happens, now I 
c“ have ſettled you ſo well, I ſhall not con- 
& cern myſelf any farther. You muſt con- 
& ſider him as your only Friend, for you will 
not find another.” She promiſed a, good 
deal, and ſeemed glad to get him into the 
Country; ſaying, When I once get him 


e from his lewd Haunts, I ſhall manage him 


„ well enough, never fear.“ 


Tux behaved very complaiſantly to each 


other at Dinner, and the next Morning they 
went away for his Country-Houſe in Yorkſhire, 
leaving Mrs. Lamour to enjoy her ill-got 
Gains by. herſelf; with whom J having no 

farther 
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farther Buſineſs, dropped my Acquaintance, 
to the great Satisfaction of my Brother; who 
never could be reconciled to her Behaviour, 
nor ever took any Pleaſure in ſeeing her. 

As I accompany'd Gayton a Day's Journey 
out of Town, I did not ſee Mr. Freeborn's 
Family *till the Day before the Wedding; 
and then I found Mr. Freeborn was that 
Morning gone out of Town upon urgent 
Buſineſs : * But,” ſaid Hearty, what it is I 
« cannot think. He has ſettled with every 
„ Body, and he would not ſay what he went 
„ about; though I have ſome Notion he 
has heard of Miſs Szeddy. I know he is 
& very uneaſy upon your Account, and I 
& cannot find any other Buſineſs he could 
% have.“ | | 

Tre Name of Miſs Steddy recalled her 
again to my Mind, and I fecretly wiſhed it 
might be ſo; not in the leaſt doubting, but 
if Mr. Freeborn had diſcovered-where ſhe was, 
he would eaſily bring her back. „I wiſh 
* my good Friend,” I anſwered, © you may 
% gueſs right, I ſhould be pleaſed to ſee her. 
„It would,” he replied, * give us all Plea- 
« ſure, and To-morrow would make us all 
« happy. But J will let the Ladies know 
“ you are here; they find ſo much to 
« do, that I have little of their Company.” 

WIEN Miſs Freeborn came, ſhe told me 
ſhe had a Letter for me, which her Papa had 
ordered her to give into my own Hands. 


Upon 
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Upon opening it, I ſaw it was from Miſs Steddy. 
„% Now _| believe,” I ſaid, ** my Friend, 
« your Conjectures are right—Here is ſome 
c News of the Fugitive—She has a Mind to 
ce be re-taken. Let us hear what ſhe has to 
« ſay for herſelf, and how readily a Woman's 
% Wit can excuſe her wrong Conduct. It 
concerns us all; and now, Miſs Steddy, 1 
« appoint Miſs Freeborn and Miſs Williams 
« Judges of the Merit of your Defence :” 
And then read as follows. 


es | 

& KS ſoon as I found how greatly I had 
cc been impoſed upon, I ſet down to 
& beg Pardon for withdrawing myſelf, and 
« writing to you in the Manner I did. I 
& could not believe otherwiſe than that you 
« was guilty, when I found Mr. Heartly was 
ce convinced of your diſhoneſt Practices. I 
« cannot expreſs my Concern, that I was 
« obliged to act as I did. My Regard for 
« you would not permit me to ſee you—1 
« knew my own Weakneſs too well: But 
C now I am aſhamed of myſelf—I ought to 
%“ have ſeen you—l acted wrong. Had I 
„thought a Moment, the Opinion I ought 
« to have had of Miſs Freeborn would have 
de ſatisfied me Mr. Hearily was impoſed upon, 
4 and you were both innocent. I cannot 
«© now expect to meet with that ſame Ten- 
« derneſs from you, you have before ex- 
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e preſſed for mei] do not deſerve it. I now, 
„only deſire you to believe I acted unwill- 
„ ingly, and put a Force upon my own 
Inclinations, when I withdrew. I beg 
“ you to deſire Miſs Freeborn to forgive my 
% Behaviour to her. I heartily wiſh Mr. 
* Heartly and her happy. If I have yet any 
« Share in your Eſteem, you will favour this 
„ with an Anſwer. I ſaw Mr. Reddy, by 
mere Accident; whoſe Account of Gayton's 
% whole Proceedings has reſtored me to a 
greater Tranquillity of Mind than I have 
“ for ſome Time known. I rejoice in your 
© Innocence, and in the Method you have 
„ contrived to puniſh the Author of ſuch 
“great Villainy. I rejoice: in the perfect 
Harmony again ſubſiſting between Mr. 
Heartly and you. It was the great Opinion 
I had of his Judgment that renders me 
% now unhappy, in loſing you. You can 
never forgive me — I wronged you — I 


wronged my own Heart, and 1 42 not 40. 
< ſerve your Favour. 


7 Nt] J am, \ 
&« Your moſt obedient, 
& Humble Servant, 


Belfont. © ANNA-MARIA STEDDY.” 


60 


15 
cc 


& WELL, Ladies,” I faid, & what Judg- 
“ ment do you 18 upon this Runaway ?” 
They anſwered, + We acquit her, and you 


S3 « muſt 
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% muſt do fo too. She is more to be pitied 
„ than blamed.” *© Indeed,” ſaid Heartly, 
« Miſs Sreddy lays the Fault very juſtly upon 
< me, and I willingly take all the Blame. 
< But we are now all fatisfied, and ſhe will 
«< have no Reaſon to complain of her Re- 
2% ception. I long for. Mr. Freeborn's Return 
He is certainly gone to fetch her.“ 
4 Then,“ ſaid Miſs Frreborn, „ my Papa 
« will as certainly bring her. He ſeemed 
4 pleaſed, when he gave me the Letter; and 
<« ſaid, He would be at Home early: But T 
cc had no Notion then, that he had heard 
any Thing from her.” 
Wurn I told them how heroically jealous - 
Mrs. Gayton had behaved at the Bagnio, to 
the Deſtruction of Looking-Glaſſes, Punch- 
Bowls, Sc. and 'how/ſhe had cut Miſs Sophy, 
and triumphantly brought her Huſband 
Home, it occaſioned a great deal of Merri- 
ment. Lord, ſaid Miſs Williams, it is a 
Wonder he did not beat her; I ſhould 
< have been afraid of being killed.” In- 
« deed, Miſs, I replied, of the two, I 
“ believe her to be the better Boxer. She is a 
4 very Virago, when ſhe is quite angry; and 
« that was ſurely as great an Affront, as he 
could have contrived to have put upon 
< he. To viſit Miſs Sophy upon his Wedd- 
<« ing-Night, would have provoked one of a 
« meeker Temper than Mrs. Gayton. It 
* was very lighting "_ but ſhe E 
66 im 
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< him pay pretty handſomely for it.“ This 
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is, ſaid Heartly, „the only. Part of her 
Conduct I think will bear defending. She 
ſhowed the true Spirit of an Exglij/p Wife. 
He will take more Care for the future, 


and not be ſo open in his Vices. They 
'are gone, I anſwered, © into the Coun- 


try. He is aſhamed, after what has haps 
pened, to ſtay here, and ſhe is glad to 
get him out of Town ; and, if they have 


put common Prudence, they may paſs 


Life away tolerably, for we muſt think he 


is married againft his Inclination : And 


though, I believe, ſhe loves him, ſhe will 
not bear any Reflections from him; he 
quite forgets Miſs Lamour, in Mrs. Cay- 
ton. But pray, if I may be allowed to 
aſk, how have you regulated the Wedd- 
ing?” „ Indeed,” replied Heartly, I 
am almoſt a Stranger to what is to be 
done. Miſs Freeborn, pray inform us 
who is to be there? and where we are to 
dine?“ „ You know,” ſhe anſwered,' 
as much as l—my Papa has ordered every 


Thing. But you aſk ſuch odd Queſtions.“ 


I can reſolve you,” ſaid Miſs Williams. 
Mr. is to be there, and my Mam- 
ma, and myſelf; and we are to dine at 
Home, and afterwards all go into the 
Country.“ I fancy, Miſs,” I replied, 
you have left out one of the Company. 
No, indeed I have not,” ſhe. anfwered 
L 3 6 for 
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« for Mr. Freeborn, and * Miſs, and Mr. 
1 Heartly, are ſuppoſed on courſe.” 4+ That 
« 1s very true, Miſs,” 1 ſaid, © but you 
„have left out Miſs Steady; for I promiſe 
« you, if ſhe ſhould come To-night, I ſhall 
expect her at Church To-morrow. Her 
e Puniſhment ſhall be to be married; that 
« was Gayton's, and that ſhall be her's.” 
„How pleaſed 1 ſhall be!“ ſaid Miſs Free- 
born; I dare ſay ſhe will conſent.” 

"ABovT Seven o'Clock Mr. Freeborn came. 
He was very glad, he ſaid, to find me there, 
for he had ſome News for me as he went out 
upon my Account. We gueſſed fo, Sir,” 

I anſwered; © and, pray, what ſays the La- 
 "_— We were in Hopes ſhe was with 
% you.” „Indeed, I believe,” he replied, 
« ſhe has ſuffered moſt ; and, ſince it is fo 
<« 'apreeable to you, ſhe-is above Stairs, but 
« did not think it proper to introduce her 
< at once. I cannot perſuade her to believe 
you have the ſame Regard for her, you 
«© had. She has always anſwered me to that 
« Point, She knows your Spirit, and you 
4 cannot eſteem her as you did: And, Mr. 
„ Heartly, ſhe blames you ; and herſelf, for 
we W you.“ „I give her Leave, he 
replied; „but, as I have occafion'd her this 
« Uneaſineſs, I will take upon me to make 
« her eaſy again—l will fetch her down.” 
« Do fo,” ſaid Mr. Freeborn, 6 and ] will be 
6 with you preſently.” | 
Wurx 
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Wren Heartly brought Miſs Szeddy to the 
Parlour Door, I heard him ſay, „ Miſs, 
“ your Apprehenſions are now wrong; your 
© Preſence was only wanted to make us all 
« perfectly happy — And, putting her in, 
went after Mr, Freeborn. I met her, and 
ſaid, My dear Clarinda, I am heartily glad 
e to meet you here once more.“ She fell 
on my Neck, and replied, ©* Your Goodneſs 
„kills me—l have been greatly to blame.“ 
« It is forgot,” I anſwered; “ nor was you 
« fo much in Fault as you think. We are 
* met again, and if you pleaſe To-morrow, 
« as Mis Freeborn is to be married, may 
* make you mine.” * Is that,” ſhe ſaid, 
„ all! This Minute - When you pleaſe— 
„ have no Will, but yours I am ready, 
« when Miſs is. How meanly I have acted! 
and how much beyond my Deſert am I 
& rewarded !'” 

We were ſoon joined by the reſt of the 
Family, who were ſincere in their Expreſſi- 
ons of theit Joy that ſhe was returned. 
Miſs Freeborn aſked her, If ſhe knew the 
_ Puniſhment I had intended for her? „ Yes, 


«© Miſs,” ſhe anſwered, © and I ſubmit to 
6 it.“ 


224 Love and FRIENDSHIP, 


c H AP. XX. 
Mi iſs Steddy's Account of what Occurrences 
buappen d io ber, during her Abſence. A very 
odd Story. Two Weddings, The Concluſion. 


T was no difficult Matter, to perceive the 

Satisfaction I felt at her Preſence was 
real and ſincere; nor was it leſs viſible that 
ſhe was perfectly pleaſed, in being again 
among us. As People in this Situation are 
too apt to be too particular to each other, 
which, however agreeable to thoſe immedi- 
ately concerned, is troubleſome to others; to 
divert the Company with what might gene- 
rally affect us all, I deſired her to favour us 
with an Account, how her Time had paſſed 
upon her Hands fince ſhe left us. This ſhe 
_ readily conſented to, and immediately be- 
un. 
« „% Wren I found myſelf under the abſo- 
« lute Neceſſity, as I thought, of going 
& away, I never took Time to refiect whi- 


| «© ther 1 ſhould go; but, following my Re- 


“& ſolution, and full of female Reſentment, 
„ went and hired a Chariot and Four. The 
„ Owner aſked me how far it was to go? 
« This unexpected Queſtion ſtartled me; 
«© but, recovering myſelf, I anſwered, to 
<« Staines. 

„Wurd I came to the Stone's-End, I 
« called to the Coachmen, and deſired him 
— 
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% to be expeditious, promiſing to pay him 
according to his Haſte. The Man very 
e obligingly, without. ſtopping, hurried in 
c about an Hour and an Half to the farther, 
% End. of Hounſbw ; during which Time, 
« my Thoughts were ſo employ'd, that I 
„ never ſpoke one Word to my Maid. The, 
* Coachman told me, he would only juſt. 
„ give his Horſes a Bit of Hay and a little 
« Water, and go on. | 
« When we came to Belfont, I 1 a Bill 
" of Lodgings upon a pretty, neat Houſe, 
ce and called to him to ſtop ; and then ſent my. 
«© Maid to ſee what Rooms they had, as I 
« fancied that would be a better Place than, 
6 Staines. I have often ſince thought, what 
„ propoſed by going to any Town. My, 
«© Maid returned, and informed me there 
% were two very pretty Rooms, and every 
e Conveniency I ſhould want; upon which 
«I concluded to ſtay. there. 
Tur Lanlady ſeemed a very good, $ 
c obliging Woman; and told me, She had 
« a young Lady and her Maid lodged there. 
© Indeed, ſhe ſaid, ſhe is a very young, 
« Wife. She is run away with, I believe; 
« but it is no Buſineſs of mine. Her Hus- 
« band comes but very. ſeldom to ſee her, 
«© and I am afraid ſhe has diſpoſed of herſelf 
too ſoon, | I anſwered, I ſhould defire to 
« be as private as I could; my Affairs, at 
- L preſent, not making me fit to ſee Com- 
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4 pany. To which ſhe replied, I ſhould be 
« my own Miſtreſs. 
„ Wren I was in my own Apartment, I 

« gave full Scope to my Refentment, and 
* pleaſed myſelf, excuſe me, with the Scene 
„of Ruin and Horror Mr. 4——'s violent 
« Paſſion had occaſioned ; and for which, I 
< flattered myſelf, an ignominious Death 
© would be his Reward. But in the Midſt 
« of theſe Thoughts, others of a more ten- 
« der Nature broke in; and I fancied him 
% innocent, and myſelf impoſed upon. Then 
* my Imagination made me more unhappy, 
„ than real Guilt on his Side could have 
% done. | 
„ ThREE Days paſſed away in this con- 
ce fuſed Manner, when I ſettled in a melan- 
% choly Humour; and at length, by De- 
% grees, came to be acquainted with the 
„ young Lodger. She was tall, very pretty, 
„ not ſixteen Years old, and always ex- 
« tremely neat; but had feen ſo little of 
« Company, and her Education had been ſo 
_ <« neglected, that her Converſation was ra- 


4 ther childiſh and inſipid, than lively and 


« entertaining. Indeed, ſhe was a beauti- 
a ful StilL Piece. 

„% HER Maid, or rather Matron, was to 
« Appearance a very diſcreet, ſober, well- 
„ hehaved Woman, and never failed in her 
« Attendance or Reſpect to her Miſtreſs : 
ns : Fo which L imagined ſhe was forum 
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about her, and both here, that the young 
Lady might not be too ſoon introduced to 
the World. The Huſband, I heard, was 
very rich, and juſt come to Age. | 
& TT was above a Week before he came, 
and thenyuſt as we were at Dinner. He came 
hollowing in with a Companion, who, by 
his Garb, ſeemed to be entirely a Depend- 
ent upon him. He was dreſſed in a green 
Frock laced with Gold, a ſtripp'd Flannel 
Waiſtcoat, neat 1 Breeches, Jockey 
Boots, a Hat flapped, with a Gold Band 
round it, a black Bob Wig; and, to make 
him quite an agreeable Figure, had as 
much Tobacco in his Mouth, as it could 
well hold. His Companion was dreſſed 
much after the ſame Faſhion ; only as the 
one was clean, the other's Dreſs was 
tarniſhed and dirty, and appeared to be 
the Caſt-cloaths of his Aſſociate. 

« The Huſband, when he entered, cried, 
So Sophy ; I am come, you ſee. You 
thought me long, I ſuppoſe ? And, then 
kiſſing her, left the Marks upon her pretty 
Cheeks of his half-chewed Tobacco. He 
then ſaluted us all round, eat a little, talk- 
ed only to his Friend of ſome Frolicks in 
Town, and immediately after Dinner 
went hollowing out again to a neighbour- 
ing Alehouſe, where his Horſes ſtood. He 
eyed me greatly, the little Time he ſtay 'd; 


« and as he was quite a new Fi Sure to me, 


8 
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„ he took more of my Notice, than I other- 
« wiſe ſhould have beſtowed upon him. 
« SOPHY, for fo I will take the Liber- 
e ty to call her, did not ſeem concerned, nor 
4 diſpleaſed at his leaving her ſo ſoon ; but 
upon my aſking when we might expect 
« the Gentleman again ? innocently an- 
t ſwered, he will hardly be back *till Twelve. 
«« He only juſt comes home to Bed. Indeed, 
Madam, ſaid the Maid, my Maſter is young, 
«© but then he is very good- natured and ge- 
«© nerous ; and as the Gentleman with him 
« lies there, E ſuppoſe he thinks himſelf 
4 1 to keep him Company. Yes, re- 
plied Sophy, that I believe is right: And he 
8. bath told me that Gentleman with him has 
4 ſpent a Power of Money, and had once the 
„ beſt Running-Horſe in the World. 
As this was an entire new and odd 
« Scene to me, and helped to divert my own 
4c Thoughts, I gave great Attention to all 
<« that paſſed; and quickly obſerved, that 
4 the Maid was gone out after the Maſter. 
„% As my Maid wanted ſomething Abroad, 
c when ſhe came back, ſhe privately inform- 
<« ed me, that the Gentlemen, the Servants, 
«© the Maid, the Landlord, and two or three 
„% Country-Fellows, were ſinging, drinking, 
and ſmoaking as faſt as they could, and ſeem- 
ingly in a Way to be all drunk enough; 
t upon which I reſolved to get to my Cham- 
ber — 1 had ſeen enough of the 
| . Huſband 


Cc 
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e Huſband ſober, to want any more of his 
„Company when he was otherwiſe : For 
though in his Perſon he was very well, his 
< Manners and his Tobacco were odious ; 
* eſpecially to me, who had never been ac- 
4 cuſtomed'to ſuch diſagreeable Behaviour. 

« BETWEEN Eight and Nine the Maid, 
c pretty cheery, came back to wait on her 
„ Miſtreſs at Supper, and ſaid her Maſter 
« would be at Home ſoon, but he was in 
% pure merry Company, upon which I hur- 
& ried away: But I need not have made 
% ſuch Haſte, for it was full Two when he 
& came, hollowing and whooping like a 
«© Madman. The Maid ſhewed him up to 
& Sophy's Chamber, who, poor Thing, was 
* faſt aſleep : But his Noiſe ſoon diſturbed 
e her, and, not being very cautious what he 
« ſaid in his Liquor, I could not avoid over: 
“ hearing him. 

« He pretended to be angry, at her go- 
ing to Bed ſo foon; but ſhe anſwered, She 
« was very fleepy. Well, well, he replied; 
« it is no Matter; only T had not come ſo 
& ſoon, but to give you ſome of my Com- 


& pany, and drink a Bottle of Claret with - | 


4 you—But pray, who is ſhe, who was at 
C Dinner Fo-day ? Indeed, ſhe ſaid, I do 
& not know. She and her Maid came t'other 
e Day in a Chariot and Four. Some kept 

« Miſtreſs or other, he replied, I warrant— 
6 She looks _ one — But who viſits her? 


1 Nobody, 


RO 
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Nobody, Sir, replied the Maid. Well, 
well, ſaid he, I ſhall know To-morro-w; 


Harry Squander can find her out, I'll en- 
gage. There's not ſuch a Fellow in Eng- 


land to diſcover a private Miſs as Harry, or 


elſe he ſwore he ſhould not keep him 
Company. But here, Moll, bring me a 


Glaſs of Brandy, before I go to Bed. But 
ſtay, I have left my Tobacco-Box behind 


me! No, here it is Now for a Quid and 


the Brandy, and then fill your Miſtreſs one, 
you Jade; and help yourſelf. I don't love 
to drink alone: am no Sot. Sophy in- 
deed would have been excuſed, but to no 


| Purpoſe; and, when the finiſhing Glaſs 
was over, his Swearing and Nonſenſe 
ceas'd, and the Houſe grew pretty quiet. 


« Ix the Morning about Nine, Harry 


Sguander and two of our Gentleman's Ser- 


vants, with their Horns, came; and, have- 


ing played him a Tune or two, Harry came 


up to bid him good Morrow, and know 
how the enſuing Part of the Day was to be 
diſpoſed of. Harkye, Harry, ſaid the 
other, call Moll for the Brandy-Bottle, and 
get up Sophy, and get Breakfaſt. I am crop- 
ſick this Morning, and a Dram will make 
me eat. 


H wes obeyed, and the Glaſs put 


cc 


cc 
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round — When he begun again, Harry, 
do you know any Thing of her, whodined 
below Yeſterday ? No, _ the other, 

2 who 
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ce who is ſhe? Some eloped Miſtreſs or kept 
„One, anſwered our Gentleman, I am ſure. 
* Harry cried out, with an Oath, I have her 
© now—L—d Puny's Miſtreſs has eloped 
“ from him; and now I am poſitive this is 
* ſhe. I once had the Honour to dine with 
& her at my L—d's. Well, rephed the 
& other, ſay nothing—Mum's the Word 
«© You know what I mean — But, Moll, 
“ where's Sophy ? In the Garden, Sir, ſhe 
„ anſwered, Well, you Slut, and what 
have you, ſaid he, to plead for yourſelf ? 
Did ] not tell you I was tired of this baby- 

„ fac'd Thing! and bid you teach her to 
« drink, get her to Town, and leave her at 
„Mother 1 — s? Indeed, Sir, ſhe wilt 
& not drink, ſhe replied She is quite fond 
* of you And then this is ſo ſober an Houſe 
«© — You had beſt coax her to Town your- 
e ſelf, and then I ſhall have more Liberty 
© It is no Fault of mine indeed. That 1 
dare ſay, faid Harry Squander—Moll is in 
the right. Well, let it be ſo, he anſwered ; 
hen I come again I will. take her away, 
“ for I have taken a great Liking' to her 
<« 1 faw here Yeſterday : So mind, Moll, and 
« get all the Intelligence you can again J re- 
turn which will be in about a Fortnight, 
« and then I ſhall know how to bid for her. 

„I Hop, replied Mary, your Honour 
& will not leave us To-day ? Indeed, Madam, 
he anſwered, 5+ but I ſhall. What, ſtay two 
a : - Nights 
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“Nights with a Girl I am tired of? No, 
&© no —:So mind your Hits, Moll, or I will 
C diſcard you. I am going a little round 
e the Country, but I will leave Sophy in good 
c Humour, fetch her away privately, and 
ce then let her make the moſt of herſelf.” 

HERE Miſs Steddy was interrupted, by the 


bringing in of Supper. Lord,” ſaid Miſs 


Freeborn, „ am terribly concerned for poor 
Sophy. I long to know who ſhe is - and 
Heartly was ſorry for the Interruption. Mr. 
Freeborn replied, We ſhall know all by and 
« by: But I cannot help remarking, the 
« miſerable Figure the Companion makes; 
&: and what a Neceſſity he is always under, 
te to have an Anſwer ready to every Queſtion 
e the Squire aſks him, which muſt be 
&« agreeable to his Mind, though at the Ex- 
cc pence of Truth. Then he is obliged too, 
« to conform to his Manners, though at the 
« Hazard of his Health“ True, Sir,“ 
ſaid I, he muſt pimp for him, drink for 
« him, ſwear for him, and fight for him, if 
ge there is Occaſion. What a ſlaviſn Depend- 
« ence! And yet, if he did not humour his 
« Leader, he might: ſtarve for him, while a 
« more ſupple one would fatten at his Coft.” 
Heartly obſerved,. he had ſeen many young 
*Squires of that Caft, and had been ſurprized 
to ſee ſuch great Sums ſquandered in Riot, 
upon a Set of low, illiterate People, who 
never could be of any Service, farther than 
e ee ee # fitding 
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finding an Hare, or ſome ſuch trifling Mat- 
ter: * But,” added he, I have always 
* blamed the Parents, and imputed it to a 
& wrong Turn of Education; for what can 
ebe expected from the Man, when the Boy 
e js left to his own Head, to aſſociate himſelf 
« with Grooms and Coachmen ? who having 
„ an Intereſt in letting him have his own 
„ Humour in every Thing, he ſoon becomes 
ce incapable of Contradiction; and as Gentle- 


„ men of Education cannot ſtoop to a ſervile 


Compliance with all his Humours, he takes 
« to ſuch Company as his Money can over- 
„ ſway, to praiſe every mean Action his 
“% Whims hurry him into.” By this Time 
we had ſupped, and Ns Steddy re-aſſumed 


her Story. 


Loy will believe me, I dare ſay, when 
&« T tell you how much I was ſurprized at the 
& Diſcourſe I over-heard ; and, as I found 
„ myſelf concerned, I ſummoned all my 
« Thoughts, in what Manner to act. Had 
<< the Gentleman not ſaid he was going away 
& for a Time, I had immediately quitted a 
„ Place which begun to be difagreeable 
« to me: But I found I had a Fortnight 
& good, and felt not a little Concern 
„ upon poor Sphy's Account; who now 
& really claimed my Pity, and my Aſſiſt- 
* ance, if poſſible. I conſidered her as 


„ ruined, and had over-heard an iniqui- 


& tous Scheme laid to abandon her to the 
« Town, 
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Town. But then as I found my Land- 


lady was no way privy to the Affair. 
but, on the contrary, was one Mary was 
in Awe of, I reſolved to acquaint her ; 
and to put it ſo home to Sophy, as to 
get what I could out of her, and then 
take ſuch Meaſures as might preſerve 
her from the wretched Life ſhe was now 
&« THE Squire, when he had breakfaſted, 
ſet out with as much Noiſe as he came, 
and I took the firſt Opportunity to ac- 
quaint my Landlady with what I was con- 
ſtrained to over-hear. She was quite aſto- 
niſned, and, being a very good Woman, 
promiſed me to act in every Thing as 1 
would have her; ſaying, She was ac- 
quainted wnh a worthy Gentleman in that 


Neighbourhood, and ſhe was ſure, if there 


was Occaſion, he would protect us from 
any Affront from the Squire or his Com- 
pany. Fe, . 
« THis was a Piece of Information which 
pleaſed me, and I then took Miſs Sophy to 
taſk. I found her in the Garden alone; 
and begun, by telling her, As I had von- 
ceived a very great Liking to her, I was 
ſorry any Thing ſhould happen which 
obliged me to keep a greater Diſtance; 
yet I thought it my Duty to acquaint her 
that ſhe might not think I altered my Be- 
haviour towards her through Pride or IIl- 
; £ „nature, 
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e nature, but upon ſuch Grounds as ſhe muſt 
< approve — That I had heard ſomething 
in which ſhe was intereſted, and which 
my Regard for her would not let me con- 
„ ceal; and I muſt beg her to deal ingenu- 
„ ouſly by me, as her future Good or I 
„ depended upon it. 

e SHE was a good deal ſtartled, and pro- 
© miſed me to deal freely by me; but it is 
« impoſſible to deſcribe her Confuſion, when 
© I diſcovered what I had over-heard. She 
& cried bitterly, and ſeemed truly ſenſible 
of her miſerable Condition. Her Situ- 
ation was indeed ſhocking, and ſhe per- 

„ ceived it, She owned, with great Heſita- 
tion, ſhe was not yet married, but that 
„ ſhe was to be as ſoon as Mr. N. re- 
& turned ; he having that Morning ſolemnly 
66 promiſed, that when he came back he 
% would take her to London, and make her 
« his Wife. My Dear? 1 anſwered, you 
“ have given too much Credit to his Words 
already; and, after what I have told you, 
« T ſhould think you have very little Reaſon 
to believe him again: Eſpecially when his. 
% Promiſe to carry you to London when he 
returns agrees ſo exactly with what he 
« ſaid to his Confederates, that he propoſed 
« to carry you, only differing in what was 
„ not proper for you to know. If you are 
« yet ſo prepoſſeſſed in his Favour, I have 
only to with Jam deceived, and not 2 
6c ut 
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« But if you pleaſe to give me a true Re- 
„ lation in what Manner you became ac- 
« quainted with him firſt, and what induced 
„ you to truſt to his Sincerity, perhaps 1 
% may ſee Reaſon ſufficient to induce me to 
© entertain an Opinion nen from ,=y 
„ preſent. 

* 50 PH then told me, She was an on- 
« ly Daughter; that her Father dying when 
„ ſhe was young, her Mother brought her up 
< at Home with the greateſt Tenderneſs:: 
« And, added ſhe, I am not inſenſible of 
c the Defects in myſelf, 1 think another 
« Sort of Education had amended. I was 
« juſt Fifteen when I firſt ſaw Mr. —. 
„ He was then in Mourning for his Father, 
& who had left him above Ninety Thoufand 
« Pounds, and had the Character of a pretty 
young Gentleman. I found ſince he took 
« great Notice of me; for, in a little Time, 
« this Woman who is with me found Means 
% to give me a Letter from him, full of 
% Compliments and Praiſes on my Beauty; 
« to which ſhe added not a little Flattery, 
« which made me very full of myſelf. 
Azour this Time, unluckily for me, it 
< was hinted to me my Mamma was going 
„ to marry again, and that I was to go to 
„ a Boarding-School. I aſked this Maid of 
„ mine about it, as ſhe continually brought 
and carried Letters between Mr. v 
8 and myſelf, and ſhe promiſed ſhe would 
& enquire, 
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enquire, and let me know. Accordingly, 
the next Time, ſhe told me a long Story, 
that it was true; that every Body pitied 


me, for my Mamma would be ruined, 
and 1 ſhould only be ſent out of the Way ; 


that the beſt Advice ſhe could give me 


was to liſten to Mr. N. , who meant 


only honourably by me, and it would be 
better for me to truſt a young Gentleman, 


who really loved me, than to be ſubject 
to the Will of an ill- natured Father. in- 


Law. 


&« THESE Reaſons had too much Weight 
with me, and, without waiting to know 
if my Mamma was really going to be mar- 


ried, I was prevailed upon one Evening 


to go with her. She carried me a good 
Way down a very bye Lane, where a Lan- 


dau waited, and I was hurried away ſome 
Miles, to a little Farm-Hauſe; from 
whence, after about three NO, | was 
brought here. + _ 

HRE ſhe pauſed ; and I id, my Dear: 
how has it happened that he has not yet 


married you? And, pray, tell me your real 
Name, and where your Mamma lives? To 
which ſhe replied, He promiſes, from Time 
to Time, to marry me. My Name is Eli- 
zabeth S——, and my Mamma lives at 
R Then 
you to be called $ phy? She anſwered, 


Mr. 'N—— deſired he might call me ſo; 


„ ſaying, 


pray, I ſaid, how came 


* 
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© ſaying, it was a favourite Name of his. 
« My Dear, I replied, you was very oblige- 
“ ing: But I ſee no Reaſon to alter my Sen- 
c timents of Mr. N ; on the contrary, 
« as he was a Man of fo great a Fortune, 
& had his Intentions been honourable, he 
& might publickly have owned his Love : 
And as to his Reaſon for your change- 
« ing your Name, it appears to me all 
« Art to elude Enquiry. If you can truſt 
„ to me, and be cautious of not letting 
« your Maid know a Word of what has paſſ- 
«© ed, I am perſuaded you will have Rea- 
<« ſon to thank yourſelf for being ſo in- 
„ genuous, 1 phe 4 
„ Tais ſhe promiſed, and confeſſed ſhe 
& had now het Fears ſhe was betrayed, but 
„% knew not what to do. I perſuaded her to 
& be eaſy, and took the firſt Opportunity to 
« acquaint the good Miſtreſs of the Houſe ;- 
« and we agreed to let the Gentleman, her 
„Friend, know the whole Affair, and take 

< his Advice. This was done, and he ex- 
«« preſſed great Concern for the young Lady; 
ce ſaying her Mother lives but few Miles off. 
«© have heard her Daughter was gone from 
c her, and how greatly concerned ſhe is for 
% her Loſs, but I little thought Miſs was fo 
& near me. I will (ce her Mother To- mor- 
_ «. row, and put the beſt Face upon the Affair 
& it will carry; and you muſt not ſtick. at 
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varying a little from Truth, if it is ne- 
ceſſary. 5 


«© Two Days after, during which Time I 
had fully perſuaded Miſs of the Favour 
intended her, he came again; and inform- 
ed us, He had ſeen the Lady, but ſhe was 
inconſolable, at the Thoughts of herDaugh- 
ter's Diſnonour. I ſaid, added he, all I could. 


to make her eaſy, as you muſt, by telling 


her, I was not of Opinion her Daughter 
had gone farther, than by being perſuaded 
to go off with Mr. \——, and that the 
Houſe ſhe was at would admit of no bad 


Company: So ſhe has promiſed to be here 
as ſoon as her Spirits are a little compoſed, 


and take her with her. But ] muſt talk 
a little with Miſs's Maid, and frighten her 
out of the Country, left her Tongue ſhould 
be too long; upon which Mary was called: 
To whom the Gentleman ſaid, Pray who 
is this young Lady you wait upon here ? 


Tell me Truth, or you will fare very badly. 


She prevaricated very much, but at laſt 
out came the Whole, as Miſs had told 
me; with this Addition, That when Mr. 
N. had firſt ſeen Miſs he came to 
Town, and brought her from where Miſs 
was to be carried, in order to carry on the 
the Intrigue : That by his Letters, and 

her artful Management, he ſucceeded ; 


and that Miſs. was, when he came back, 


to be thrown upon the Town, Very well! 
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& very well! the Gentleman anſwered : Get 
% your Things ready immediately, for by 
* the firſt Carriage you ſhall go where you 
« came from; and if you ever open your 
« Lips concerning this Affair, you | ſhall 
£ ſuffer for your Induſtry. 

% MARY was ſoon ready, and ſoon 
& packed off, ſcared out of her Wits. Miſs, 
„ who knew nothing of this, was ſurprized 
<« to ſee her Maid go away; but I thought 
& ſhe would have died, when ſhe was told 
« ſhe might expect to ſee her Mamma ſoon, 
In about three Days ſhe came, and it was 


„ the moſt tender, ſorrowful Meeting, I 


t“ ever deſire to fee. We palliated every 
„ Thing, as far as we could; but the 
« good Lady, ſighing continually, cry'd, 


„ would fain believe you — But I can't 


“ —[ndeed I can't — However, Daughter, 
« live with me; when I am gone 
„ Care is ended — And took her away wan 


40 her. 


„ W then expreſſed our Fears of Mr. 
«© N——'s Reſentment. Oh, ſaid the Gen- 
„ tleman, leave that to me: Accordingly, 
« he left a Letter at the Houſe where the 
« *Squire's Horſes were put up, with orders 
6 to deliver it into his Hand, the Moment he 
« came. He was punctually obeyed, and 
« the vexed Mr. N- contented himſelf 


with threatning my Landlady ; and ſay- 
| | „ ing, 
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„ ing, That he ſhould have me for Half a 
“ Crown in a little Time. : 
A Day or two afterwards Mr. Reddy 
% coming by, accidentally ſaw me, and gave 
e mg an Account how we had all been im- 
„ poſed- upon by Mr. Gayton's Art, and of 
e the Puniſhment inflicted upon him. I was 
«© covered with Shame for my fooliſh Con- 
« duct, yet thought it my Duty to let you 
&« know I was no longer in an Error. Mr. 
& Freeborn's ſudden coming filled me with 
«© Hope and Anxiety at once; and, I own, 
« Tam happy beyond my Deſerts.” We 
made various Reflections upon the Story, 
but it ſeemed particularly to touch Miſs Wil- 
Hams. | ln | 
Tre next Day gave Miſs Freeborn to Mr. 
Heartly, and Miſs Steddy to me. In a little 
Time after, Mrs. Williams and Miſs went to 
their own Home; while the three neigh- 
bouring Families enjoy Content, and are 
perfectly happy in themſelves, and in their 
Acquaintance with each other. Mrs. La- 
mour ſpent her Money profuſely upon a 
Gentleman, who gallanted her while ſhe had 
any Thing left, and died in a Workhouſe. 
Her Daughter and Mr. Gayton lived very 
unhappily ; ſhe growing quite a Slut, and 
he living almoſt always from Home, or drunk 
when he was there. The Belle turn'd Sla- 
tern, and the Beau turn'd Sloven; every 
Wench in the Country being more agreeable 
| M to 
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to him than his Wife, and a Cordial to re- 
_ freſh: her Spirits more eligible to her Taſte 
than her Huſband. Heartly is bleſs'd with 
two fine Children, and I am happy in one. 
Truth and Sincerity, Peace and Content, 
however baniſh'd from others, are to be found 
among our Dwellings. 
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